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INSECT DYES.

————

Coclineal 15 the souree of artists’ carmine and ciarmine
like, winle, when precipriaced with a sal of gin, it also yields
a splendid sealet. The cochineal inseet, of which the female,
hihe that of the nearly allied lac insect, alone yields the dye,
15 onginally a native of Mexico, where it 1s parasitic on the
leaves of the prickly pear. The males of the coccus cacti,
as the species 15 ealled, are minute inseets  fnrmished with
well-developed wmgs, feathered antennae and a long pair ol
hair-like processes at the hinder extremity of the body. On
the wtber hand, the female is a repulsive looking, wingless
creitime, with very short postecior hairs and nearly double
the size of her partner, These inseets adhere tightly to the
stiooth swiface of the tleshy leaves of the prickly; pear and
are not amlike purple wood lice in general appearance.

When the harvest time  has  arrived  the  cultivators
sticteh out on the ground picces of linen ae the foot of the
plants, and detach the cochineals from them, brushing the
plants with a eather hard brush or seraping them off with a
Blunt kanife. 1 the season be favorable the operation may be
repeated three times in the course of a year on the same
plantation.  The inseets thus collected are kilted by dipping
mto boiling water, by being put into an oven, or by being
placed on a plate of hot jron.  When withdrawn from the
boilng water they are laced on strainers in an airy position,
trst in the sun and afterward in the shade.  In commerce
three sets of cochineal are recognized: first, the mastique,
of a reddish color, with a1 more or less abundant  glaucous
powder; second, the noir, and third the sylvestre, which is
smaller and of a reddisly color,  ‘I'his last deseription, which
i~ pathered from wild cacti, is the most highly esteemed of
all.  Each year there are imported into France 200,000 kilo-
grammes of cochineal insccts, which represent a value of
3.000.000 {rancs, $600.000. :

The coachineal trade is chiefly in the hands of the Span-
ich and the French. Ry the intter Government these in-
sects have been successully introduced futo Algeria, where
they yield a large revenne,  About the middle of the last
century, the Govermmamt was accustomed to purchase the en-
tre harvest at the rate of 15 franes the kilogramme, At the
Gl carlier date they were introduced into  the Canarics,
where they also became well established, bug the attempts
to acclimatice them in Corsica and the souwth of France re-
solted in failure.

The Omario Rutton Co,, Waterloo, Ont., are moving

to Jarger premises,
a anx

—The Belgian cotton spinners find themselves in the
same ooat with the DBritish and  German  eotton spinners,
awing to the shortage of raw cotton, and now the policy of
growing cotton in the Congo Free State, which is under
control of the King of the Belgians, is being advocated as
a means of safeguarding their future supply,

L
CHEMICALS AND DYESTUFFS.

The demand for chemicals and dyestuffs during the last
month has been very small, which was only natural at this
time of the ycar, owing to stock-taking. Prices remain firm
on all lines, and nothing new of interest to report:

Rleaching powder .......... ..... S $1Got0s 1 S
Bicarh. soda .i......... Cetesarearecrana s 17510 200
Sal. soda v..ieviieiiiiinnnnns Cereens ciieres 000 100
Carbolic acid, 1 Ib, bottles .......vvevenn. 0 3510 040
Caustic soda, 60° .............ciiivveivees. 210 to -2 23
Caustic soda, 70° ........... Ceeresunas ceees 2 33t0 2350
Chlorate of potash ......... Ceerareannan .. 00QtO O 10
Alum . ..., e reeeiaa e eecaeaaea v 1 35t0 150
Copperas ........... e ereeanens cisiee. 005to o073
Sulphur flour ......iciiviieiiiiniiiinne, 1 6oto 1 70
Sulphur rock ..viveeiiiiieinennnnns. R . 1735t0 180
Sulphate of copper v. vevvreeen vnn.. vveae 0OGto 0 06'Y
White sugar of lead ..oovvvviiireininiinr. o 97 to 0 o8
Sumac, Sicily, per ton ...... Cereeennrnana, & 30 to 38 co
Bich, potash .......... e tereeaereneas eeeen 0 7%to o oS’
Soda ash, 487° 10 587° .oeiierinnnn. wess T 25t0 133
Chip logwood ......o....... e ecinana, 150to 175
Castor oil ...l 007 to 0o
Cocoanut 0il .evevnnneiennnns onnn.. Creeens 0C7to 008

NEW BLACK FOR WOOL

|_EMPIRE BLACK |

Absolutely Fast ONE DIP Black

Unequalled for depth of shade  Users of blach should inve stigate.
Fastest Black on the market,

F. E. ATTEAUX mo (0.
BOSTON.

CANAUIAN HRANULMES:

41 Colbotue Mreer, l 13 Lamoiuo Steeet,
TORONTO MONTREAL

A.KLIPSTEIN & CO.

122 PEARL STREET, NEW YORK,

HAVIO.TON, Ont., ~ MONTREAL, Que,,
24 Cntherlne Street, N, 17 Lemolue Strect

Chemicals and Dyestuffs.

CARBIDE BLACK E
Cheapest and Best One Dip Black on the Market

HEADQUARTERS FOR
Caustic Potash go%, Carbonate of Potash
Chlorate of Potash Bleaching Powder

Phosphate of Soda Reflned Cutch A K.C,
Yellow Prussiate Potash Yellow Prussiate Soda
B8RANCHES —

BOSTON - ,8128¢ Congress St; PHILADELPHIA —z0-52 N. Front St

CHICAGO--136 Kinzie St. PROVIDENCE~1; Mathewwon St

Sole Agents for the Society of Chemi-

cal industry, Basle, Switzerland.

POLLACK BROTHERS & CO., o*nsaian sate A. METZ & CO., NEW YORK.
Sole Agents for the products of FARBWERKE V.RM. MEISTER LUCIUS & SRUENING, HOECHST o/ MaiN,

Anilines, Alizarines, Synthetic Indigo, Etc.
55 8T. FRANCOIS XAVIER ST., MONTREAL.



