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'«Provided alvays that the Minister shall have power to exempt fram
the operation af this sub-section, %vhio1Iy, or frani any portion af the
same, any stream or streams iii which lie considers that its enforcement
is not requisite for the public interests."

Evidenitly the promoters of this legisiation cither did flot féed sure
that sawd(ust %v'as poisonous, or they thouiglit it just, iii the interests
of the Itumber industry, to exempt from the operatians of the
Act certain large rivers iii the maritime provinces, Quebec and
Ontario. Exemptions ivere continued by the ministcr frram year to
year clown ta 1894, wvhcn they ceased by Act af Parliainent. Parlia-
ment itselW hovever, extendcd thesec\emptionis clown ta iS99

In 1873 an Act 'vas passed mnaking it illegal ta thirov miii refuse
iuta navigable rivers, on the grotund that iii saine parts af the Dommiion
rivers once navigable liad ceased to bc sa on accaunit af the accumula-
tion af iii rubbish. The Otonabec River in Ontario, and tic La Ilave
in N.S., wcere t'va rivers îvhiclî ivere obstructcd iii this %vay.

Most ai the Eastern United States have iegislatcd against throiig
sawdust into strcains cantaining pratected fisli; but so Far as I have
been able ta discaver, the pramnaters ai the legisiatian have neyer been
able ta prove conclusively the paisonous action af sawdust. At any
rate> the scientists af the United States Fishi Commission hiave nat been
imanimaus iii their opinions regarding the matter.

For example, iii the Fishi Cammissioner's repart for 1872-3, part i.,
IlInquiry into the Decrease ai Food Fishies," Mr. Mimner, ane ai the
invcstigiatars, says (page 49): " In a number ai rivers entering inta
Green B3ay, the wvhite fisli ivas formerly taken iii abundancc in the spawn-
ing season. Sav milis are nuincraus on ail these streams at the present
day, and the great quantity ai sawc(lust in tie strcams is offensive ta
the fisli, and has caused them ta abandon them. In anc or twvo rivers
ai the north shore (MIicliigan) they are still found in aituinn."

lIn this sane repart atiotlier scientist, Mr. Atkins, reierring ta the
Penobscat River, says (page 3o3): "lThe extensive deposits (ai saw-
dust) have in somne instances so altered the configuration ai the bottam
as ta interfere %vith the success ai certain fis/ii;ig stations; but beyand
tlîat I see no evidence that the discharge ai 4aic mill refuse inta the river
lias had any injuriaus cffect an the salman. It does not appear ta deter
theni fram ascending, and being thrown in belowv ail the spawning
grounds it cannat affect the latter."
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