hILANC LA S N

IR AP S SN

DTS S URE S

MARCH 13, 1897 _

—_——— IR XTI T -t

L OYTETNERTT T

INSURANCE & FINANCE CHRONICLE.

R R S T R A e
M .

143

e

THE MINERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA.

Official reports are usually so long delayed, we
have pleasure in complimenting Mr. E. D. Iugall,
M.E., the mining engincer of the Geological Sunvey,
upon the promptness with which he has publishéd
his report on the mincral productions of Canada for
1896. The following table is a summary of the re-
turns for last year, compared with 1895 :—

Quauntity. Value, Quantity.  Value.
1896.

Metallic, 896 1895- $
Copper,1bs........ 9,385,556 1,021,148 8,789,162 049,227
Gold.eovoiesannns oiiienns 2,810,206 ovens... 1,910,921
Iron Ore, tons.... 88,206 184,313 103,797 238,070
Lead, ll‘s‘c.. seieeees 24,199,977 721,384 33,075,592 749,966
Nickel,*..00eeee.s 3,500,000 1,155000 ..eiesee. 7,360,084
Silver, oz8......... 3,205,343 2,147,579 1,775,683 1,158,633

8, 56,370,146

Now Metallic $8.039,640 $6,370,146
Ashestos, tons..... 12,250 429,856 8,756 368,17
goﬂ. “ 3,743,234 8,006',305 3,512’,504 7.7742!73

ypan 305,203 174,403 226,198  201,6¢8

Petroleum, bbls.... 736,821 1,155,6°6 802,573 1,201,184

gl,l | s70 3,990 1,822 9,565

SZI s, " 33:71S 105,155 scvscnene 1,650

Swndties. ..., 0l L 00 1967 Goots oty

Structural Materials, $to,695.40t $10:736,78

Bricks, stones, &¢.. 4ueus.... 2,834,324 3,21

. cestvenes 7,425

Cewent, bbls ..... 137,790 ’zox,so; 134,644 im:wz

Lime.iieiiieeoney coconsnns 650,000 +4eeecaes 900,000

Pot;ery,r sewer

pipes, TerraCotta ....,.... 28,635 <cevee..

Slate and tiles ..., seseseans ;78',3})(5) s ggg,’gg
Total non-metallic...... $1 087-;675 158 _x-
Total metalliciees cenaee g;959:6‘0 s g,s;g:lgg

$123,127,305 $22,245,343

From 1886 to 1889 tiie average production was
$13,125,000, from 1890 to 1894 the average rose to
$19,700,000, and last year, 1896, the total was about
one million dollars in excess of 1895, and nearly
double what the total was ten years ago. It will be
noted that the total increase last year in gold and
silver of $1,188,231 was largely offset by a falling oft
in the production of nickel, iron ore, bricks, building
stone, lime, and some minor products, such as in-
dicate quietude in the building trade. When trade
1evives and thr. mines projected begin o be worked,
the mineral production of Canada will be very largely
increased, and rise to a prominent position amongst
its annual sources of income. The wide distribution
of the mineral wealth of Canada is one peculiar tca-
ture in this country. Some one or more of the mimn-
¢ral products are found in every Province. A more
or,Jess continuous belt of ccai stretches from the
Atlantic to the Pacific. British Columbia, Ontario,
Quebec, Nova Scotia, are richly endowed with me-
talliferous ores. Last year the latter Province pro-
duced gold valued at $453,000. In 1895, Canada ex-
ported seven and a quarter millions worth of crude
mineral products, besides a large quantity of goods
in the manufacture of which a large quantity of min-
cral productions had been employed. The richness
of Camadain .° L
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BUILDING MATERIALS

is manifested by the solid and magnificent stone

structures of this and other «ities, which are adorited

by native marbles, and in the excellence of those

hubler but highly valuable materials which are used

in the great mass of our domestic buildings. Besides

the brick clays we have clays adopted for sewer pipes,
pottery, furnace fire bricks, aud stone well adapted

for paving, with materials out of which arc made ex-

cellent cements of the ordinary class, and those of the

“Portland* variety.  In nickel we have alost a

monopoly ; indeed there ™ hLardly a mineral produc-

tion, known to commerce witich is not to be found in’
this Dominion. An indication of what the future has

in store for Canada is given by the Hamilton Blast

Furnace Co., which from January to September,, 1896,

used 0,062 tons of native ores, out of which 5.890°
tons of piry iron were made.  Other ores were used to
extent o 6,781 tous, producing 13.247 tons of p“ig

iron, the fuix for sme’ting which was limestone frond

Port Colborne, Ontario, a fact those familiar with

blast furnaces will know to be most imp ortant. In this

cennection we record with great satisfaction the re-
cent munificent donations ~f

Mr. W. C. McDoxatp

to McCill College for the purpose of founding, equip-
ping and providing for the active operations ot a
School of Mineralogy and Metallurgy, akin to that
of the Royal School of Mir 2s, England, and those to
whicli Germany owes so much of her advance in me-
tallic manufactures. Having suggested such an in-
stitution .n Tnr CroNIcLy of 15th February, it is an
especial pleasure to acknowledge the liberality of our
fellow-citizen whose gifts to MMcGill have been as wise
as they have been magnificent.

PRESIDENT McKINLEY'S ADDRESS.

The people of the Unitcd States pay no compli-
ment to their pe'itical sagacity by changing their
chief executive officer every four years, This is prac-
tically an admission of incapacity to sclect a Presi-
dent who is worth keeping more than the bricf period
which is required for him to learn his dutics. Hence,
every President is, more or less, an experiment.  Yet,
if there is one clected who is cminently successful,
who proves himself gifted with the statesmanlike
qualities needed by the ruler of a great nation, he is
sent adrift in four years just as though his eminent
services were no longer of any value. Not only is
one so distinguished, who has acquired invaluable ex-
perience as President, put out of his high office, but he
is treated as though he had forfeited his civil nghts
by having served his country, as, on his retirement,
he is forbidden entrance to the Senate, or Congress,
or to any of the upper walks of political life. The
system is most incongruous, as it invoives the se-
lection of the ablest statesman in the nation for its
most elevated office, and, after four years of brilliant



