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Tun accidets 50 called, oti Quteeti's

TUuVittrt Birtlîday at Victoria,13.C., îvhici ivas
fatal to iieaily one hunidred persoxis,

lias been proven ho have ariseni front a defective bridge.
Ini tlîese days a weak bridge is uhterly inexcusable, it
cati only arise from crintinal tiegiect in sorte quarter.
If the builder was incompetent, then wv1oever employed
hi iii wvas guulty, but r.ot alone, as inconîpetent men ouglît
not to take sucli work. If the builder was competet
but caTeless, tîten on hini alone rests the responsibility
for whahever structuraldefectseCisted. But, the owvners
of the bridge, and the company tsitîg it for street car
traffie, are alleged to have been fully aware of its dan-
gerous conditioti. Bridge building is no inystery, itwas
tlioroughly understood by thc Romans and practised by
ttei oit a great scale. Bridges cxist in E urope tîtat
hiave borne lieavy hraffic for centuries. Att iroti bridge
equal to any loadcaîx be ordered front established fi ruts
wvitlî no more trouble thaxi orderitig a suit of clothes,and
execuhedw~ith aslitIle fuss. The Victoria bridge is re-
ported to liave been ktiowvn toi be so fragile as to be risky
for lîeavy loads, yet electrie cars over-ladeti were beiîîg
mun across it as thougbi tlîey wvere on solid ground. Tie
wiîole incidetnt is deplorable, anîd discreditable 10 those
wlio were respoxîsible for the safehy of the bridge, and
tie safeîy of tie passengers. Conîpatties to wlîose came
te public entrust their lives, are under a far niome

Eerions responsibility titan tlîcy generally recognise.
If after enquiry il is proven Ihat the victinîs of the

'Victoria catastrophe lost their lives ONing tO Itgli-
gence or recklessness, it wvil1 be essential for tce public
interest that sortie pentalty be inflicted vhîich wilI be a
wliolesome warning to, ail tiiose who are responsible
for the safety of bridges, and for the safe conduct of
passenger traffic.

itirimi.I~Iu 10 slowd by illustrations hoîv the
weighit of silver coins operated to

prevetît tlieir more extensive use. Treii dollars itn gold
w'ould be ant inappreciable wcighit iii a purse, twventy
wvould not bc troublesonie, but $îo iii silver îvould be a
nuisance to earry arotind, and $20 il silver WOUld be
ant intolerable load. We thetii said that the difference
of weiglit bctwveen gold and silver was ant insurnîount-
able obstacle iii the îvay of te latter beiiug ever a
popular currency. Titis (lifficulty wvhich ive pointed
out, is itow exciting soute attention iii the Unitezd
States as, if the silv-r dollar is muade an lîonest coin,
and tiot leit a niiere mionetary token, whiichtjust as well
miglit be mnade of titi or nickel, the weiglit of te
dollar piece %vill be dotibled, and beconie altogether too
cunibersoîne to bce canried in a puise or pocket. Silver
tiien is iii titis dilenîniia, it cannot be used for niaking
sound coins, wvitlîout tlieir becoiig a nuisance front
excessive size, antd clutnsy weiglit, so the mort hoîtest
the silver dollar is iiiade thie more unpopular will it
beconie. It is a pecuiliarly unfortuttate circunistattce
for a forni of curreticy to hiave its tisefulîiess redticed iii
thieproportion of itsbeiig souiîd. Ttat is thepositioti
ofthe Aitierican dlolla-r ;tîxe outlook, tîxerefore, for ils
exteudfed use is very dark. We believetibis coin iitititie
wvill beconie a curiosity, just as the old clutnsy five-
shilling piece is iti Etigland. Silver sens destitîed to
be banislîed front tic purse toi te sideboard.

TuE case of Inisky -v. lte 132nkl, of

gu:iritee t Hochelaga illustrates apoitive
recently niade Iliat thîe best course
to pursue to avoid complications

,iith a baiikiuig accottt is to liave wiîatever arrange-
niients are desired, niade as simple as possible. Thte
plaintiff in this case sued tic Bank for reftisitig pay-
ment of two of lus chieques wlhetî lie lîad funds enougli
for tîteir paynîent to lus credit at the time. The
defence of the batik wvas tîtat, althoutgh sucli ias the
case, thcre wvas ait agreemntt betweeti it and tUic deposi-
tor that lus deposit slîould be lielci ho guaratîlc certain
notes uxider discount for about lte saine aittounit. Tlie
arrangemntt appears to have becit quite clear andi free
front any confusing qutalificatiotns, so the case was dis-
mnissed.
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