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DO OUR FRENCII COUNTRYMEN NEED
MORE LIGI-T?

(By Rev. C. A. Doudiet, Mlontreal.)

The question of the propriety of missions
to Roman Catholies, depends largely on the
pronf, negative or affirmative, of the right
of the Church of Rome to be called a
Church of Christ. We do not care to con-
test its riglit to eall itself a Christian
Ohurch. It is as muchi Chîristian, as it is
apostoîjo, baving at miany important points.
departed as widely from apostolic doctrines
as it bas from Christ's.

A commercial bouse often keeps its origin-
al titie, although its founders bave long
since passed away, and the niew managers
of the business carry it on in a totally dif-
ferent inanner from that of their predeces-
sors. Tlîus Rome bas kept tlîe original
titie, but under slielter of that namne of
Christian, lias allowed large numbers of
anti-Christian errors to tlourishi.

The aposties hiad foreseen this. The Spirit
liad spoken expressly, that in latter times,
some should depart froin the faith, "givi;ng
lieed to seducing spirits and doctrines of
devils."1 1. Tim. 4: 1, 2. It ivas rcvcaled to
Paul, that in the very heart of tlîe Clhurcb,
in tle Temple of God, "'a man of sin"
would exaît bimself above all that it callcd
God, and show bimself that lie is God. The
Apostle grapbically described that coming of
tle "'son of perdition," ivith aîl power, and
signs and lying wvonders, and all deceivable-
ness of unrighteousness. 2. Tbess. 2: 1-12.

True, Rome is not cxpressly named in
these quotations. And so it is explained
that certain Gnostic sects wcre nicant, that
the "man of sin" is an antichrist yet to
corne, and that tlîe '<scarlet woman"' of
John in Revelation, wvas symbolical of Pa-
gan Rome «drunken with the blood of the
Saints." Rev. xvii: 6.

Therefore in contesting the dlaim of the
Roman Church of today, to call itsclf a
Church of Christ, wc try its spirit, accord-
ing to the counsel given by John (Ep. iv: i)
to sec wliether it is of God. Jesus once
said to bis disciples: "If yc abide in my
word, tben are ye truly my disciples." Let
the Church which bas departcd from the
ivords of Christ be judgcd from these words
for "Whosoever goeth onward and abideth
not in the teaching of Christ, bath not
God, lie that abidcth in the teaching the
same hatb botb the Father and the Son." 2
John. 9.

So wc ask: Can a Churcli be a Churchi of
Christ, which discourages and forbids the
reading of God's word? Paul wvrites that
«Faith cometh of bearing, and 'îearing 'îy
the word of God."1 Rom. x. 17. James
says tbat <'God begets his people wîth the
Word of Truth." Jas. 1: 18. It wvas writ-
ten, Paul again says, "<for our learning, that

we tlîrougli patience iand comifort of thc
Scriptures might hiave hope.' Rom. 15: 4,
therefore hG- comnîended bis fchlow Cliris-
tians, ýiot to, priests or bishops, but to
«God, and the word of his grac~e, which is
able to build you up, and to give you an
inheritance among ahI tbem whichi arc sane-
tified.2'

In ahl this, the apostles follow Uic precc-
dent of the prophets, whio referred opponents
and dissenters «To tlie law and the testi-
rnony, if any one speaks not according to
tlicir word, it is because tliere is no liglit iii
thcm."l Is. 8: 20. Tîje law of God, writes
David, is perfect. Tlîe wvords of the Lord
arc pure words, as silver tried in a furnace
of earth, purified seven times. Pli. 12: 6.
Tlîat word ivas to lie diligently tauglit even
to childrcn. lieut. xi:19, a command re-
peated by our Lord in John v:39.

But here miany Roman Catholies and not a
fcw Protestants, will say: Rome docs not
forbid the Seriptures to bier adhcrents. Trhe
unauthorized versions ahone arc forbidden on
the double ground of inconiplctencss and in-
corrcctness. Incompheteness, because lacking
the «Apocrypha". Incorrcctness, because
they thatly contradiet Romish doctrines in
many places. We do not care to discuss
these assertions here. If the Chiurcli of
Romie wvishcd to give bier people the Scrip-
turcs, she bas wealth and lcarnîng sufficient,
to publish cbeap editions of the Bible, re-
vised and corrected to date. Slic bas not
donc so, and she does not secm Iu any
hurry to do it.

The fact which cannot lie succcssfully de-
nied is that the people as a whiohe, iu the
Province of Quebc, and generahhy in all
Roman Cathohie countries, bave noV got the
Seriptures, nor liberty to bave and study
thcm.

The Word of God is Liglit, and it is a
suspicious circumstance, to say the least,
when a church dares not put that liglit in
the bauds of its adherents, lest thcy should
discover wherein thcy arc deceived, and led
away from the Truth.

Now, our mission work among the French-
Canadians is to persuade as many as we can
to procure the Bible, and to rcad it. As
Augustine wrote (De gratia c. xviii) so we
speak to ahI wbo consent Vo, hear and say:
«We are bretbreu! Why do we yet dispute
among ourselves? Our Father did noV die
without leaving us RFis Testament. Let us
open it. Let us rcad it! We are brethren,
why should we dispute with ecd other?"

When an honest seeker after Truth thus
takes hold of God's word, hie discovers sucli
thirigs as tbe fplowing: That in kneehing
to statues and images, from the crucifix
dowu to Vhe representations of the virgin,
angels and saints, hie breaks a formai com-
mand of the Law of God. Ex. xx:4.5. That
there is but "One Mediator between God and
men, Jesus Christ, who gave himsclf for us.:
1. Tim. 11: 5. One who is "able to save Vo the
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