
Others bave supposed thf- Cracks to bave been forme-l by the cooling,
-and Blhrinking of the miass from a Ixeateui and pasty fitate hy wluich,
-cracks bave been forrnpd, wvhicli subsequently becarne filled with
asbestiforin matter froin below. In wvhatever, way the fissures were
caused, and it is very probable that thé-y have beexi forined by the
great processes of netamorpliaim to whilx the rocks were exposed in
the change fxomn (ioritic matter to serpentine, the vein abestus appears
more nattiralily to have been l>io(Iute by a process of segregation
of serpentinous unatter fro!ý, the sides of the fissure, very much, as
ordinary q artz in *many -nineral veins is known to have been
p)rDdiuced, the segregate<l or iinflltrated matter gradually filhing the
original fissura, and meeting et or near the centre, in î>roof of 'vhich
the presence of a conb, of particles of iron is very often fotind occupying
tho centre of the vein, anxd quite Frcquently these iron "Vains assume
suflicient size as to forai a regular parting of iron ore in the fibre. In
thiis respect asbestus veins resemble very closely minerai veins 'vith
quartz or calcite whîchi lreqiuently contain alLernate Layers of ore on
eit ler side of a centi al comb of crystals. The arrangement aise of the
fibre at rîghlt angles to the sides of the containing fissure, excepti whiere
the rock bas heen distarbed, la colifiriuatory evidexîee in the sanie
direction.

In sonie of the mines fibre of exceptional lengtx is observed.
Sometimes there are veins caught along, lines of fracture and drawn
out of their natural position. At other imnes this long fibre is, to
some eztent at least, dlue to tlie friction of the rock 'valis by the
dispiacement of a fauilt. Ia this %vay the long wvoody tibred miaterial,
-aowvn as horniblende te, the miiners, but wvbich is ratiur a forti of

picrolite, is probably )rodIIced. In the sanie position also, and due
probably te the saine cause, are the long weli fibred strips of asbrstus,
scen in somne of the mines, and whicb at, first sighit iiiht, almeost,
bc taken for* velu. matter of exception- iengtli. A very peculiar fortn
of asbestus is found on an island ln Lake Nicolet, wliere also the
coarse picrolitic variety is weII seen, tvhich consiqts of small concretionary
pellets of asbestus containing a nucleus cf serpentine and enclosed in a
steatitic rock. This l)eculiar developin. uit Nvas first pointed out by Mr-
C. W. Willlmott, and bas not been recognized at any of the other mines,


