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the yood. especially about a woodsnan's path. its next of kmn,
the New -York Fera (Aspium uoacense); the ouly two
species of Aspidins destitute of chaff about the stipe. with

prcliarly delicate and glabrous texture of frond. The Marsh
Fer bas a very short rhachis and remarkably long stipe; the

loweut pair of pinnae are as long as those immediatdyabove them,
and the pinnules become strongly contracted in fruit. themags
beinz- revolute over the soni. the New' York Fera tapets both
wavs. t.he longeat pinuae besng about the centre of the froud;
the pinnules are not contractel in fruit, the colour of the fera is
pale yeilowish-green. wheres that of the Marsh Fera is often
bluish-gree. certamnly darker than the New York Fern.

Other Aspidiums found in this wood besides those alireadv
em Ptioned are the Marginal, the Crested (with lus variant thie

-Clinton's) and tbe Pricky. Aspidiuu. margw iuus easmly re-
cognized by lus thick leathery- frond. hain the son placed at the
extrenie outer margin cf the pinnules. It is not conamon. as its
preferec isfrrcy banks and woods. but under a grau OR
pines, in an elevated corner of the wood a few plants subsist near
smee glacial boulders. Aspidissm crislalasm's choéce cf hume us
wthin the swamps and bogs; there is qtuite a stniking différence
betweeu the fruiting and the barren fronda:- the latter are shorter.
lax and more or less prosrate. oesgwn utad on al
sides cf the rootstock. rosette-fashion; right in th centre cf thes
vou wlll see 3 or 4 tall rigid f ronds. the pluma. standing out
aimost at right angles to the rhachis and twisted round on their
bases froSa a vrertical te a horizontal position so that the under
aide cf the pluma. with lus bfuting clusten. la facing the ground
and hidden froe the light. while the upesides appear te be
-'taking the sun *- the outlhne cf the f=ld amore or lem oblong.
the plnnae froro the base almos to the apex being practlcally of
one uniform length. Aspidium spùnakLsuu us one of the meust
variable of feras. vet alva%-a easilv r ecoie bv ils finely-cut
frond. the lobes eaoding in apuickleor acuminate tip. It la quite
comvon and one of our bandsamest feras; 1 saw a plant of it
to-day <June 15) la a wooid 1 have been spealcing ef; a tree.
fallen or felled vear ago. had leit a stump, soene 3 fret hlgh; the
top cf this was rotted, out te a depth of more than a foot:- in the
centre of this natural flowerpot was growng a umagnificeat plant
cf the Pnicklv Shield Fera; 1 couunted 25 fronda. most of theun
well over 2 feet in height and fritn rMsam'r. Beng eIergro
it la often kept b,% flouis over the wmater. in some cool danup
place. and used at Chiuttnas for follage with carnations and
other eut floerr of the hetheuse.

Altogether. out of 24 species, of fera that 1 have found in
the immediate neighbourbood of Port Hope, this little wood
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