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firat rocky crust into severai parts. Ticc mnay be generally known as
the Azoic Paleozoic, Mesozoic and Cenozoic. J3v the lirst, the
Azoic, is known that portion as yet lia&d to bo (levoid of' organie
remains. This bas, laowever, by some beén subdivided into ttvo,
the Azoic and L'ozoic, froin the discovery of certain structures
tvhich. have beî. regarded by somae atitorities as of organir~ origin
iii -ertain, portions of these earliest rocks, more eslpcuiaftly of that

1)0cu11ar so-callccl oIrganistl knowvn as the Dawvn Animal, or Jz'2
C.atadcnisc,, wvhich lias the hionor of being regarded as ouir lirst kno'vn
forai of lufe. It is but, fatir, however, to state that, the organie nature
of this substance lias becît strongly combatud by miaiy scientilic men,
the gtreat, defeîîder of its organic nature ait 1)reselit beitig Sir WVilliami
Dawvson, tlîrougli whose efforts and researches it wvàs iirst most proiii.
nently brouglit into notice, and tvlio lias devotcd more tiinie and close
study to its history than. probably any othar person. Somie, liowever,
liold that in. titis Azoic tirne, or the Eozoic part of' it, evidetîces of
organic 1-licf are manitest in the presence of the beds of graphlite or carboli,
wvhich are clainied to rejiresent die early presence of vegetable inaLter
in soma form. The becis of iron ore are also regarded by sonie as,
indicating Mie presence of organie agencies as %tell as Our deposits of
Apatite. These, howvever, are ai as yet subjectu of controversy and
wvill probaly reniain so for many years. he Azoic xnay bc said to
embrace two periods, the Lautreutian and Ifuronian, and is followedt
by thue Mlleo:zoic, a timie whien organie life flotirislied evet-ywlheie over
the wvorld's surface, ane so generally were the species distribiuted that
precisely the saine forms are fotind at points the inost widely removed.
The Primary or Palcozoic time embraces several periods, or systen'-
so-called, including, the Camibrian of ouar nomneclature, or the Lo\vc
Silurian of'earlier times, the Cambro-silturian. or in iddle SU uirian,the ît-im
Silurian. or Silurian proper, the I)evonian, C arboniferous and Perinian;
and fornis the Iongest and probably the niost important portion, in many
ways, of the earth's Iiistory. The sueceeding Lime, the secolidIury or
2NIesozoic, embraces the Triassic, J urassie and the Cretaceons, wvhiIe the
Tertiary or Cenozoie includes the Eccene, M jocene and Pliocene. The
closing period, the Post-tertiairy, includes the Pleistocene, recent and
prehistorie.


