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ter of the best eolleetion of drawings in the world,
hdving purchased twe- or thirée cupital collections-in
‘this dity; the last, belonging to Cardinal Albanis,
for fourteen thotisand crowns, consists-of three thou~
sand ldrge volumes, one third of which are original
drawings of the best masters; the others, collections
{ of the most celebrated engravings. And lately,
there has been purchased for his majesty all the
panseuin of Mr. Smith, at Venice, consisting of his
{ library, prints, diawings, designs, &c. I think itis
highly probable that the arts and sciences will flou-
{ vish in Great Britain, under the protection and en-
éouragement of a monarch who is himself so excel=
lent a judge of merit in the fine arts.”
Sir Joshua Reynolds was, at first, the King’s.chief
4 favourite among artists; but hisrpatrom:.ﬁe was sub-
4sequently transferred'in a more particular manner
to Mr. Wést, President of the Academy. Steuck
with the saperior merits of an historical design: by
Mr. West, then a very young map, his majesty com-
jmissioned. him to paint a composition for the royal
collection; and, with that delicate consideration
which unites the true gentleman with the patron,
left the subject to the painter’s choice. The subject
Iselected by Mr. West was that of Regulus resign~
ing himself to the ambassadors of Carthage. "Fhe
excellence of the picture, for which his majesty gave
e artist one thousand guineas, is the best com~
1ent on thé judgment ofﬁsroyaiemployeﬁ.

1 PLEASURE ARISING FROM BQOKS., -

T"the head of all the pleasures which offer-them-
‘tgelves to the man of education, (remarks an inteHie-




