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7esterday being the 15 7th anniver
sary of the birth ofWashington, îvhom we
regard aF the Father of his country, and
of whom it bas bt-en said, "0Of ail men
kht evEr lived hie was the greatest of
good men and the best of great men. '
1 thougbt tbis evening to, ask you to
turn over the pages of the history of our
country at that eventful ime and cal
vour attention to somne extracts from
his life and words, and to those noble
traits of character that made him what
he was, partictilarly ta the influence of
the teachings of his mother and the

elf-acficing an(; enduring love of his
ivife. Washington hiniself attributed
bis success in life to the moral, intel-
lectual and physical education which hie
received from bis mother. Her maiden
naine ivas Mary Bal, of whose youth
ind early womanhood very littie is

knovn. Her father appears to have
beer~ a well-to-do planter on the left
bank of the Rappabannock River, near
where its fresh waters co-mingle ii ith
the brine of Chesapeake Bay. Sbe
Seenis to bave grûwn to womanhood in
the serene and -healtbful se-clusion of a
well-ordered home in a sparsely settled
country. Like most of the girls in the
4oony at that time, hier attainm-ents at
30k le-arning miust bave been acquired
under the paternal roof, for earh' in the
'ast century schools were almiosi. un-
.knovn in that part of our country.
Cov. 1*Berl:ely had haîf a Century before
ihankeiýd God that there were no free
'chools nor a printing prs in Virginia,
and holied there would not be in a
hundred vears. But lier career idi-
cated thot slhe had secured at home an
tducation for the higber duties of life
-,l greatur value and importance than
any tau-bt in schools. From bier
rnotbier, who died ini 1728, after -I

idowltiood of miari) years, sbe had,
~ hls.inbeirited the nohlest quaIi,

ties of mind and heart, and had been
taugbt aIl those domestic virtues of
which cotemporary testimt)ny and tra-
dition tell us she was a bright exeniplar

-industry, frugality, integrity. strengtb
of will and modesty, and with deep re-
ligious convictions. She was strength-
enied by an abiding faith in Divine
promises, which made Mary, the mother
of WVashington, a n odel woman and yet

Amrature flot too good
For human ii.-tîre's difly food.

Shie ivas married to Augustine XVashi-
ington at the age Of 24 years. His
home plantation stretclîed along the
Potomiac River more than a mile, con-
taining, about i,ooo acres in the north-
ern part of Westmoreland Co., Va.

TPle dwelling to which hie took bis
young wife was a modest one, yet it
ranked among the best of Virginia
farrai houses at that time.

It w<as in tbis modest home, on tho
banks of the Potomac, that George
Xasington wvas born in 1732. Pros-
perity blessed the bappy pair-frugality
and industry had prevailed in the
household. Augustine Washington had
mnanaged his affairs prudentl>', had ad-
ded acre to acre, but in April, 174-, hie
took a severe cold and died from its
effect at the age Of 49 years. This sad
and unexpected affliction tried the
character of Mi-ary Washington by a
sbarp ordeal. Sbe ivas then 37 years
of age. Her brave heayt neyer failed ,
she submitted to the D ivine ivili îvith
the strength of a philosopher and i-be
trustfulness of a Christian. None knew
the depth of ber anguish from outward
manifestations, nor the p oignancy of
the grief that assailed bier hieart and
mind from any uttered word. Above
ail the tumuîts of emotion sue heard
the commands of duty anà obeyed
them. She had five children, the old-
est (George> only i i e ars old, Wht,
were left to bier sole care and guidance.
*lhey werc taughit to be obedient and
self-reliant, to be industrious, honest.
just and triuthful, to love Cod suprenie


