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cript of the Divine nature. The law was [love; *and God is love. Its
principles are expounded by a varicty of' precepts adapted te the varietice
of life. To these are attaclied penalties and promises. The penalties are
the severest which could bo deviscd-eternal dcath ; the prouîiisc-life.
The lav bciîîg violated, lie vas plungied in the deepest woe. Favours
abused and turned into cuises ; and the mniseries they inflicted only
measured by the ainount of good they wcre dcsigtied to, admiuister.
The cliaracter of God,, the end of' the law, the good of the unsinning
creatures, denianded that, the crime should not go, unpunishced. And yet
there was not a stcp hetwveen punisinent and destruction. A sacrifice in
whielî the cvii of sin. nighlt bc xuanifested, the clains of law honoured and
subrnitted te, end reconciliation mnade for the offence, ivas the only nieans
of saving the world. Buit wlîere shall a suitable substitute be found ?
Certain qualifications are necessary, and these are rarely found. It i'îust
bo a iioly bein,,, for the suiff.4rin-s of' an unholy being are dcsert-not~ mleri-
torious. It should be of the nature cf the sintier, for the suiferings cf any
othier nature than that on -%Yich the -violatted law wvas binding could flot
avaîl. It should b2 voluntary, fur te constrain the rightcous to take thec
place of tic guilty were unjust in. the extreine. It was nccessary that lie
should be independeut, and have a Yiglht, te, bis own nets and existence;
because, if' hoe ivre a creature, liowevcr ligh his position, ho would ho un-
der obligations te kccp the station assigncd te, him, and cniploy ali his
powers in obedience to the law under wvbich lio was placed. Hie mîust
endure tic penalty in the stead of the guilty, and his suifcrings miust
posscss an infinity cf mnrt, because the demenit cf sin n'as infinite, it
hein<, coinnîiittedl against an infinite being, and involving an inifnity of cvii
consequences. Tlîus ne creature iii eartli or lîcaven could beconie a sub-
stitute fbr nman. AM. thiese requisites are met in Jesus Christ. Ask whiat
was lus nîature? lie wuas mian. "The Word was made flesli, and dwelt,
anîongY us, and we belîeld lus glory, the glory as of the only begotten cf
the Father, full cf ,-race and truthi."-John i. 14. Ask yen, as te, bis
state ? He vas lboly. "Suob an fligli Priest bécame us who, is holy,
hanmlcsýs, undeflcd, separato frein sinners'-llcb. vii. 26. Was bis aet
voluntary? This lias been preved. Was lie independent? Yes. Hie
owed his existene te none. Life in hîini was original and underived;
therefore, could hie offer himself witî1out infringing on another's riglis
Did lic suife? instead cf the guilty? Sc the text. Was there, menit in
bis suifeings ? Ycs;- for ho was God, and lie linked humanity te the
Godhead, and the Godhead descrted not thc humanity tili the hast pang
was endurcd. IDid hoe endure the entire penalty ? Yes; for the penalty
was death ; and lie clied. Thus hie death was a full expiation and atone-
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