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&y :
“Dposed to learn new thinge, they gradually
l%ge,ew from & court which they were no
Qualified to adorn. Thus, as the lawyers
they ut 48ed to exclude the clergy from the bar,
) last supplanted the barons on the
Wity ’e;‘_ Tesult which the latter accepted only
ing 1’188 of deep jealousy and resentment,
mteluctantly to an influence which they
€xactly understand.

o T the Courg of Parliament of Paris was
Phﬂip l*;;dentary in that city by an edict of
¥ ar ¢ Fair, the bar began to take on more
illto ity f'lllctionls; and it rapidly developed
umbmemodern form, and acquired its modern
8. From that time the muore able,

Yerige, 204 ¢logquent members of the bar, en-
‘o‘eaﬂ p"’} & more unimpeded career, rose fast
th, Influence and distinction ; but for a
:’:’ their personal safety was extremely
wh 8. One of the earlicst lawyers of great
k‘teg © perished by violence was Jean des
Pligy, . % humane ang upright man, an accom-
by . Jurist, an cloquent advocate. During
Wy ofg life he wag devoted to the crown, and
‘Qn‘ the greatest service in managing public
: %vam hen he was seventy-one years of
'ddl% ob having broken out in the city, he
Y l‘a:?l the infuriated populace in favor of
in doiy, ‘°’1.and peace. It is not known how,
%]ef th}s: he gave offence to the king, but
L' commanded him to be seized and

O treason. He was not permitted to:

mbis own defence, and was hurried to

I‘Qﬁ', old with s hundred other citizens of

ty "\d_there closed an honorable life with

o*y m“?ﬂs of a philosopher and the fortitude

.‘y"-‘ In other instancer offended nobles

3y with advocates whose tongues they

'%et B0t otherwise silence, by assassination,
8 private, sometimes judicial,

l)“;.:"-e 8een that in & very early period the
'hi., oth“J‘rgon or dialect of its own; in losing
%ﬁch I strange and formidable methods of
"’lt “me in vogue. Whether the example
thy t first gey, by the clergy who practiced in
% Whether it was through their more

i y ‘Mluence, or for whatever other reason
'umo:‘e“e been, the oral pleadings of an ad-
) md“fmbled a sermon more than anything
Bcﬂmum Ivariably began with gome text of

, Which he deemed suitable to his case,

or pertinent to the remarks which he bad to
make. The formal partition of a discourse into
regularly and extensively numerated divisions,
which has been so often ridiculed, and which
has become so odious to our modern ears, was
regarded as an indispensable requisite of a
forensic oration ; and the greater the number
of divisions, the greater apparently was deemed
the discourse. One of the most urgent of the
orders laid upon the bar was that they should
make such divisions: ¢ Materiam causarum
tuarum divide per membra, ut melius commendes
memoric.” Of all the recommendations to the
bar, a satirical writer has said, this rule was
only dominated by the first rule-of all: ¢ Pre-
Jeras solvenles non solventibus ;" (“you shall pre-
fer those who pay to those who pay not.”) After
citing and repeating his text of Scripture, so
that the ruling idea of his discourse, the theme
of all his variations, should not be lost sight of,
the advocate proceeded to announce the divi-
sions of his subject, and how these divisions
were to be subdivided. What followed all this-
was a complete farrago of quotations from all
authors, heathen and divine, thrown in appa-
rently almost at random; the plaintiff was a
Daniel, a Hyperion, or a Joseph, the defendant
a Cleon, a satyr, or.a son of Belial; artificial
parallels between incidents in the trial and
some fable of mythology were long drawn out;
the text of Scripture was repeated at the begin-
ning of every paragraph; half of the speech
would be in Latin and Greek, and hardly any
part of it to the purpose.

Such was the taste of the age. Looking over
these dreary intellectual secretions, which seem
to us to be only persuasives to suicide, we
may wonder how the judges could endure to
listen to such impertinent medleys ; and yet in
only one recorded instance did a judge manifest
any impatience at the received style, and we
cannot be quite certain that he was impatient
then., There was a case before the court arising
out of & contract to manufacture or sell a cer-
tain number of jugs. The advocate began by
citing a text of Scripture to the effect that the
potter hag power over the clay, and may make
one vessel to honor and another to dishonor.
Then after stating the divisions of his subject,
he began with the manufacture of earthenware
vessels among the Utruscans, and dwelt at
great length upon the caramic art among the



