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stores of knoNvledge, may benefit and interest others whose studies may have
lain in a different direction. With cvery good wish for tho success of the
lindertaking, I arn,

Your faithfully,
SPES.

NAote.-We have oiy to add, that %ve hope the suggestion containcd wVill be
actcd upon. It is part of our plait to find roomn iii Our coluirans for al
information of a novel citaracter, bcaring on the %vork of Education.-EDITOR.

SHORTER CONSEOUTIVE SCIIOOL HOU11S.

MR. EDIToit,-At this early stage in the Carcer Of the EnUCATIONAu. RECORlD,

I ask for a littie sj)ace wvherein to piead for shorter coitsecuti,. sclhool hours
iii the v.u ions educationai instituitionsof tho Dominion. Alter imally years'
l)raeticai experience, I amn convinccd that; a session of thrc iiours at a streteli
is the lonigest perio(l in wv1ieic real vork can lie got out of young- peopleC. Eveti
titis is somewhat long, and two ]tours and a hialf are better Still. But if the
session extend beyon(l three )tours, 1 do not believe that ivhen that limit is
passcd, any rcaily beneficini resait, intellectually speaking, is arrived at.
Young people rnay stat their books, but thicir iniinds are jadcd, their powers
of attention cnfcebled, and whatever is leariied is not iikely to bc retainied.
I arn of course assuxning that botit instructors atnd pupils, on the whole, work
withi energy during the scitool time. Also, ivhile I considcr that the natural
intelligece of Canadian youith is of a very higli order, 1 believe that sus-
tained intellectual effort is more difflcu1t4 morc laborious hcerc titan in England.
Boys and youing men in thtis counttry break down atore easily itdcr the strain
of liard study. Our climate and miode of life have something to do Nwith titis.
In suminer the hecat is gcnterally vcry eniervating, anci even coneen)trated
thouglit becomies irksome. In winter our itouses are frequently too warin,
our roonis ill-ventilatcd, and thc youthfül brait cati scarcciy copC with sueli
dcprcssing inifluences. 'Many of us arc apt to forget that the brain powver of
childrcn can easily bc overtaxed, and that nothing is more Iikciy to l)roduc
this cvii titan too prulongC(l ]tours of study. Again, splendid and enjoyable
as is titis clinînte, it yct inay bo sornewvhat cxhausting as wveil as exciting, and
as tite rcsults of rny OWfl persorial experience, 1:hi ln sustained inteliectual
effort is more aiun in Canada than in Enigiawd. 1 !nay lie iniitakiet in
titis ideza, and I (d0 not press it as ant argument. Dut i %ý <>îld reaiiy urge on
cducatOrs, if possible, to sitorten the consecutive itours of ;selool Nvork for
their pupils. Titis is not vcry easy in the case of day schoois, and I mtention
it only as an cnd to bc kept it vicw. Then I arn a total unhelievvr as to
any rcal bcncfit being dcrivabie fron slnrt interinissions. Tli.,: areo very
unsettling, because, aftcr the resumption ,.work,'at leaîst teti minutes clapse
before the educational machinc- -* rcally at work again. No intermission of


