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feeling in it a training for a state of being in which action saah be etornal,
and friction shal bis gene for ever. And we kiow they are there. *They are
in that deep rest Nyhicli la God's ovin preparation for the energies of the ever-
lastingr state. But how do we knoiv that ? This ia j ust the question on which
I would bang some of the fow other remarks 1 have to make, after thus briefly
touching on the mrnmory of an honoured friend. Does it not corne to this,
whien ive atialyze the reasons why:. the Bible exista, and we know it to bo.
the Word of the Lord, which, livoth and abideth for ever ? Whatever intima-
tions God has given us of iiineiirtality, iu our î%ature, or in nature around
u8, whatever weighty things there are by way of suggestions to us of the
b]espod prospect of the future of the redeemed, still, when we ask, 9 Whare
ia the positive information ? where is the reason for certainty?1 where is the
title to go on wi matter of fact l' we are reduced to this sacred Book of
the East-this mysterieus, blesged, Divine Bible. And then this thouglit of
the Bible being, as was so0 ionderfu]ly well'said by the Boden Professor just
now, the o)nly book to clasp te, the Iieart of the dying, or to lay beneathi the
dying head-is it not inseparably connected with anotiier fact, that this Book
dlaims, as no other book does, to, have final spiritual authority ? I feel
profoundly that that word 1 aut-hority' is a vital word in ail considerations
about the Soriptures. There are controversies, about inspiration and its mode
-coutroversies iwhich are legion, but they ail circle, ike waves round a rock,
round the question of authority. That which separates the Bible from al
othier books, however elevatirg, ia, nfter ail, not se mucli that it contains such
troasures of historie information, of poetic beauty, of moral analysis, as
that it contains the authority of God and the certainty of Bis Word, Yes,
it la this, after ail. There are other hooks, for which God he thanked,
writtou iu many ag,,es, which have liad and have their influence on the ele-
vation ci mnan ; but the difference between themi and this Book is that no
conceivable amount of information or inference fron them, as such, la bind-
ing on the conscience, while we dlaim for this book, which the Bible Society
exista to circuhate, that when we have once ascertained the rneaning of it, it
binda us. [t is not inerely attractive and elevatiu-it is ail this-but it is
binding upon us; it says iu the naine of a Greater than itself, , Believe
this, because I say it ; do this, becausa 1 enjoin it.' And are ive sure of the
riglitfulness of this ? Surely we are, for a reason as simple as it ii, deep. It is as
irrefragably certain as anything in history that this was the opinion held of the
Book by the '.enof Ged flimself. [t is not arguingilu a circle thus to give Bible
sfatenients as Bible credentials. The Bible holde two different characters-
history and revelaticn. Iu its capacity of history, it takes me to Jesus
Christ as a historie fact and reality, and thon Jeans Christ presents to me
the Bible ini its character of uauthoritative revelation. As surely as Jasus
Christ wvas aud 15, se surely 1 lerrn from Hlm that the Written Word is a
binding tliing. And 1l venture to hold it for certain that, se long as that
opinion o>f the Roly Scriptures ia the ruling(r and certain and confident
opinion of the disciples of Jesus Christ, se long wiIl there be au inexhaustible
supply of faith and hiope, and a ceaseless range and meaus of work, for a
Society ike this. But let thiat conviction go eut of fashion, let it be under-
mined lu the public opinion of the Christian world, and iudubitably,
however slowly the tide may ebb, the resources of a Bible Society, as such,
must fail. May I add one word further? I cannot but warmly aud
cordially respond te the words which were utteré ~' by Dr. Greevea about the
scriptural value of the services of my own bel ved Church. It 13 a fact
always very precious, te me as an Anglican tliat the very first sentence of the
vevy first authori.. .JL sermion of the Chiurch of En,gland, thofirst sentence of
the first homily cf the fir8t Book, says, 1 There la nothing more necessary or
more profitable te a Christian man than the L-uowledge cf the Holy
Scriptures.' The Nvhoie cf that liemily is occupied ;vith. the fruitfuluess, of
the study cf the Bible, aud in tearinq te pieces the pions urged f rom very


