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overnment telegraph lines on
nd, in trust for a company to
o, .28 the British Pacific Telegraph
Co a[l:'Phc?.tmn for the incorporation of a
D°‘hinioy With this title has been made to the
taj of thn Goverpment. The proposed capi-
Office w']? Ompany is $25,000, and its chief
the iinesl Lbe in Victoria, B.C. The lease of
May tep, 1S for 21 years, but the Government
Satine (Nate it at any time upon compen-
leage t € COmpany. Under the terms of the
lineg ; OMpany agrees to maintain the
Ment freq emclel}t state, to give the Govern-
tom, o at‘"ansm|55ion for its messages, and
CCordip nta"nual payment by way of rental.
e"lmendeg O the report of the General Sup-
June I\ :lt of Telegraphs for the year ended
N 993, the total length of the Govern-
; °graph lines on Vancouver Istand
dity, A miles, with 20 offices.  The expen-
ction "Ing the year was $6,463.49 for con-
Pairg andagd Improvements, $2,381.96 for re-
nee, 5 l"v398;74 for salaries and main-
e du lotal of $20,244.19; whilst the total
°ll0win ing the same period was $2,968.88.
\gl are particulars of the several lines:
Ctona-Cape Beale line, 118 miles
) icto Constructed in 1891, and extends
d o, '@ Lo Cape Beale along the south
SOOke, ':oast of the island, with offices at
‘lrflan, Carmer Ponpt, Jordan River, Port San
lhhe superininah lighthouse and Cape Beale.
. € ha so endence 9f this line has been in
“}:"la sinceothe Resident Engineer at Vie-
eretot‘gr YCl., 1901, when the arrangement
&raphg . ¢ !N Operation with the C.P.R. Tele-
$3 S terminated. The salary list is
“ 2’38}’:’32 and the expenditure for 1902-3
Ariey an‘g fj‘r repairs, and $4,607.21 for
oo P!S were Mamtenance, while the total re-
Umpe,. o $424~09. The average yearly
The 'y, (e¥sages handled is 80o.
‘\'}as r.m:_'a"“O-C_omox line, 81 miles long,
A Daing ucted in 1893, and extends from
M, 0 'O Comox along the eastern coast,
Olices at Nanaimo, Wellington,
of 1and, ¢ Nion Bay, Union Mines, Cum-
¢ ;}h.s line tney and Comox.  The repairs
s&.l ‘R Tele ave been done jointly with the
‘“rary list iq};raphs since Dec. 1, 1902. Th.c
$ for 1902, 2766 a ycar, and the expendi-
:;}30,46_ 3 was $3,817, the receipts being

0 an

mem
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ina € P .
i;:", 86%3:?15"}“6. Alberni and Cape Beale
\v}fthe Nanfs long, extends from Parksville
log Point it""?-Comox line to Alberni, to
18 2Pe Bey Was completed in 1895, thence
™" Theree‘ which point was roache(‘.l in
tu,.e Salary “'S?l.‘e only two offices on the line.
“'ae for alar; 15 $480, and the total expendi-
S|s 41, 'es and maintenance for 19oz-3
%3'16, N while the total receipts were
Coges handlee average yearly number of mes-

Moy 1; over this line and the Nanaimo-

Th ne ig 8
lenc'® Albar.: 1000,
crz th, ex‘eer"“CIGyOquol line, 963 miles in
Qabslsl nds from Alberni to Clayoquot,
e

wig, "’ an é‘?"_klln Crgek by a half mile of
ling Sluhbs VI'“K a private cable connection
Ope Wag com sland, from Clayoquot. The
q“o?ed . eplf—'ted in 1902, and offices were
ang. here“ Alberni, Ucluelet and Clayo-
ang "l\pr()venwzls expended on construction
whit 31,856, cntS during 1902-3 $6,463.49,
ave Stth re'53_ on staff and maintenance,
is .Tage yﬁace'[’ls amounted to $91.17. The
S50, *ly number of messages handled
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oThe g ¢ral Telephone Matters.

n,;'h's F?:ISTelephone Co.'s exchange at
¥ h. ern » Unt., was burned out Mar. 27.
phg:’ylng to ‘c’“ and Nelson Telephone Co. is

®Co, @Ngeits name to the B.C. Tele-

he

he Bey

Ve r];:‘ephpﬂg Co. bhas completed a
an, Oy, ctallic line from Simcoe to Port

The Bell Telephone Co. has been approach-
ed by a deputation of residents along the
Gatineau Valley who desire a telephone con-
nection with Ottawa.

The East Grey Telephone Co. is being
formed at Kimberley, Ont., for the purpose of
constructing a local telephone line between
Thornbury and Markdale, and also to give a
connection to Kolapore, Redwing, Duncan
and Heathcote.

Local telephone lines are projected in Brit-
ish Columbia from Armstrong to Penticton,
and from Kelowna to Vernon. A company is
being promoted at Vernon to construct onc or
both of these lines, and M. K. Rogers, of the
Nickel Plate Mine, Hedley, proposes to con-
struct a line from Hedley to Penticton if the
other lines are constructed.

The International Telephone Co., press re-
ports state, has completed arrangements
whereby Victoria and other points on Van-
couver Island are to be given a connection
with points in Washington Territory and
Oregon. [t is proposed to lay a cable across
the strait from the U.S. mainland to Vancou-
ver Island. Jas. Forman, of Heisterman &
Co., Victoria, B.C., had charge of the nego-
tiations in that city.

Replying to the Ottawa city council's de-
cision to grant an exclusive franchise for five
years on certain terms, the Bell Telephone
Co. submitted an amended offer by which
house telephones would be supplied at $zo0
each on four party lines, and at $25 each on
exclusive lines, and offered to pay $1,500, be-
ing the amount it would have paid had its
previous franchise not expired a year ago.
The Canadian Telegraph and Telephone Co.
has submitted a revised offer to supply house
telephones at $18.

Representatives of the Bell Telephone Co.
and of the other electrical companies in Mon-
treal recently had a conference with the spe-
cial committee of the Montreal city council
which has in charge the conduit proposal.
The Bell Telephone Co. has an extensive con-
duit system in the city at present, and Presi-
dent Sise was anxious to find out how the city
would deal with it.  The city council had op-
posed the construction of conduits previously
and the Company had to obtain an order of
the Privy Council to authorize it.  The chair-
man of the committee gave an assurance that
compensation would be granted in case exist-
ing conduits were taken up by the city, and
that all extensions and improvements neces-
sary would be made by the city.

In connection with the proposal to provide
a memorial at Brantford, Ont., to Prof. Gra-
ham Bell, inventor of the telephone, a sug-
gestion has been made that a piece of ground
known as the Willows be purchased and
cleared for use as a public park and play
ground. The park would be named the Tele-
phone Park, and a monument could be erect-
ed when there were sufficient funds on hand.
W. F. Cockshutt, chairman of the committee
having the matter in charge at Brantford, re-
cently received a letter from Mr. Bell in which
he said that although much of the perfecting
was done in the United States, the invention
of the telephone took original shape while he
was living at Tutela Heights, close to Brant-
ford.

The long distance telephone line between
Halifax and Sydney, N.S., which has been
under construction for the last two years, by
the Nova Scotia Telephone Co., Halifax, and
the Eastern Telephone Co., Sydney, which
was completed and placed in operation Mar.
15, is 292 miles in length It follows the main
road from Halifax, via Truro, New Glasgow,
Antigonish, and Auld’s Cove to Cape Porcu-
pine. A submarine cable about a mile in
length makes the connection with the Cape
Breton shore of the Strait of Canso at Port
Hastings. The line is then carried along the

main road via West Bay, Orangedale and
Tona to Grand Narrows, including a submar-
ine cable 3 miles in length, thence parallel
with the Intercolonial Ry. to Leitche’s Creek,
from whence it goes direct to Sydney. At
Auld’'s Cove there is a branch of about four
miles in length connecting with Mulgrave; at
Port Hastings there is a branch line to Port
Hawkesbury. Connection is made at An-
tigonish with the Antigonish and Sher-
brooke Telephone Co.; at Port Hawkes-
bury with lines running to St. Peter’s and
Arichat; at Orangedale with Marble Moun-
tain, Whycocomagh and Baddeck; and at
Sydney with North Sydney, Sydney Mines,
Gilace Bay and Louisburg. There were used
in the construction of the line 13,000 cedar
poles, and 102,000 lbs. of copper wire. Porce-
lain insulators have been used as being less
liable to break than those made of glass.
The line was constructed from Halifax to the
Strait of Canso by the Nova Scotia Telephone
Co., and from Sydney to the Strait of Canso
by the Eastern Telephone Co., the cable con-
necting the two lines being laid at the joint
cost of the two companies. The cost of the
line is placed at about $g0,000. The rate is
81.25 for a three-minute conversation between
8 a.m. and 6 p.m., and 65¢. for three minutes’
conversation between 6 p.m, and 8 a.m.
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Telephone Rates in the U.S.

[n connection with the discussion of tele-
phone rates, etc., in Toronto, the following
schedule of rates which are being charged by
the Bell Telephone Co. of the U.S. in cities
about the same size as Toronto, will be of in-
terest. These rates are obtained from an
authoritative source, and are for unlimited
service, metallic circuit lines and solid back
transmitters:

Popula-  Busi- Resi-

tion, ness, dence.
Rochester ... ... ............ 163000 $ 6000 $38 0o
St. Paul .. . 163,000 84 oo 48 oo
Kansas City. . 163.000 96 0o 42 00
Indianapolis . .. 170,000 72 o 48 oo
Providence ., .......... . 176,0c0 96 00 <8 oo
Minneapolis............ . 202000 ' 84 oo 48 oo
Youiswille ... ... ... . .. ... 204.000 96 oo 42 00
Jersey City.......... e 206,000 150 00 75 00
Newark.... ... ...... ... 150 00 75 00
Washington 125 00 72 00
Milwauvkee..... ... .... b 0o 60 0o
Detroit & oo 46 60
New Orleans . 287.000 120 0O 60 oo

The rate usually fixed in the ordinances of
independent telephone companies in the U.S.
has been $48 and $30. The tendency has
been to increasc these rates on the ground
that they are unprofitable. The last import-
ant franchise granted to an independent com-
pany in the U.S. was at Kansas City, the rate
being fixed at $60 for business and $48 for
residence. Kansas City district includes the
two cities of that name in Kansas and Mis-
souri.

PURCHASING AGENTS’ GUIDE.
( Continued from third page of Cover.)

Printing
The Hunter, Rose Co..,............... ... Toronto.
The Mail Job Printing Company........... Toronto.
Pu

mps
Rice Lewis & Son.................. ...

Rail Benders, Roller
Montreal Steel Works .. ................. Montreal.

Railway Supplies

The Hiram L., PiEer Covivvvnnnnn .Montreal,

The N. L. Piper Railway Supply Co....... Toronto.
Ralis (Lew)

ames Cooper...........cocoiiiiiiiiinin.. Montreal.

rummond, McCall & Co..

{J'VJ . Gartshore.......... . .. Toronto

.H.C.Mussen& Co.......... ........ Montreal.
Rails (for relaying)

ames Cooper.......coocovvinaiiiiiann .. Montreal.

J. J. Gartshore.......... . Toronto,

T. A, Morrison & Co.. .. .Montreal.

W. H. C. Mussen & Co.. .Montreal.

Rice Lewis & Son................... ...Toronto.

Jas. W. Pyke & Co.... .. ..., ... Montreal.



