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TELEGRAPIIS & CÂBLES.

Canadian Paclflc Ry. Co.'s Tolegraphs.

This department, on behialf of the Commer-
rial Cable Co., announces that on and after
Mar. i the rates to Holland & Belgiumi will be
the samle as the rates to Great Britain,
France & Germany, viZ : 25C. a word. The
Rlolland rate wvîll bc rcduced by 7c. a word, &
tie Belgium rate by 5c. a word.

The Paclflc Cable Scheme.

SirSandford Fleming's recent letter to Colon-
ial Sccretary Chamberlain regarding the est ab-
lishment of an Imperial cable system, of whicb
the trans-Pacifie uine between Canada & Ans-
tralia wvcu1d forin one of the main links, bas
aroused considerable interest in Great liritain
& has been widcly & favorably eemmented on
by the press. The London Daily Telegraph
Says of it :

" Not from commercial, stili Iess froni fin-
ancial, but from patriotie considerations the
annotilîcement which bas been made by the
Ottaw a correspondent of the limes as to the
Pacifie cable schenie is of suprenie interest &
""lPortance. The project, iii popular Ian-
Kuage, is to laY down an " all-British cable
f rOmi the Pacifie Coast of the Dominion cf
Canada, sav from Vancouver, across the
Pacifie to th;e Australian Colonies." Therebv
Cýanada & Australasia would be put iin coni-
Ilimicatioui by means of a cable which toucb-
tcd no forcign territory, & would join at Nova
,Scotia with the Atlantic cables, which come
direct to Great Britain. In this way there
Ivould be practically sccured independent
telegraphic commnîication witb tlhe outlying
Parts cf' the Empire. The political advantage
cf this is ebvicus, but apart from the inhereuît
flerîts cf the Pacifie scheme its cempletion
"'ould secure the probability of Great Brit aie5Peedilv posscssing a cable system which neforeign- country could control, girdling the
globe & cennecting our Colonies, depend-
enlCies, coaling stations & naval bases.

"~The beneicence cf the Pacifie sebeme bas
"''nconceded, but hitherto its realization bas

been inîpeded by varieus difficulties. It may
be stated at once that there is no niotion that
the Pacifie cable sbould stupersede the present
Eastern routes. Its advocates onlv dlaim that
it 8hould be ail alternative route, & they argue
that, as the ceînpanies w~ho arc now deing
t'le work are highlv subsidized, it -woulcl bc
'"bPossible for a ne'w and independent organ-
ization to ceîîpete witli theni unless they were
correspondingîy aided by the countries bene-
fited . For some vcars tlic question, whoshotîld bear the coat, and in what proportioniL should bc ceîifributed by the intercsted
coMmunities bas been a matter of discussion
& nlegottation. It bas been generally accept-
cdl as a fair basis cf settlement t hat tbe money
shouîd bc fouud by the three ceuntries wbich
Wo'uîd be cennectcd by the sciieme-Great
Britain,' Canada &-Australasia. The Imperial
GoVernmcnt bas alwavs beeui readv te bear
it, Share of the cst, as bas also the'Canadiaui
Gc7ý,rnmcîtt but hitherto tlie proportion te be
relati%'cly centribuf cd bas not been settled.
As to Australasia there bave beemi greater
ei$cirtilties te surnîcunt, because any arrange-
Ment bugse ad te be ratified bv the
GoVrnments of the different Colonies-a
Prccess which lias neeessarily taken a geod
deal of time. It is new announced that Aus-

taaibas fallen it 0 line, & has tîndertakiento Prov e four-ninths of the cost of this cable,
While the Imperial Governiment & Canada
bav careed te find, iii equal proportions, theren.Mini five-nintlis. Should this news beconfirmed, there is a streng prospect cf the
'lcific cable being censtructed with the
ttîost Possible despatch.

4«'The idea is that tbe Elne sbould net beworked by a subsidized company, but sbould

be a Gevernment-owned cable, managed by
the three Governments who have found the
capital. The cable is, indeed, a part cf the
seheine cf Sir Sandford Fleming, cf Ottawa,
whc is the pioncer cf tlie agitation for a round-
the-world system cof cables under Britishi con-
trol, & w~ho has recently written te Mr.
Chamber'lain a lonîg letter, giving at lenigth
the-arguments iin favourcf his proposaI. In
regard te the Pacifie line, it is contendcd that
if Great Britain & the Gevertîmients associat-
cd %vith it %v're to retain flic ownership cof the
cable, tliey could borrow the mioney requircd
for, its construction on such easy ternis that
they could adopt a ver),nioderate scale cf
charges for the transmission cf miessages. A
cheap systeni cf telegraphie *communicationi
iii such a case means dloser union bot ween the
coutîtries which it ceuîneets, the development
cf their mutual commerce, & the conferring of
many social advantages.

Referred as ait expert te T. Skinner, Chair-
mati cf the Halifax & Ber'muda Cable Ce., &
ef the Direct West Irîdia Cable Ce., & a
director cf the Conmmercial Cable Ce., a re-
presentative cf the Daitv Telcgraph wvas
assured that the Pacifie sfeiee was a matter
cf great inîportance, especiallv in coniiectien
witb an all-rcund-tbc-wverld British cable svs-
teim. The experience of any one Governmeîît
ewning cables was, lie peinte(l eut, almost
nit, anîd unless a ceuntry hiad the commnand at
botb ends & at ail the pl1aces teuched by it, a
cable in tiîîîe cf war would be us --less. If the-
all-reuntd-the-woril British scîme was realiz-
ed, the cables weuld only toucb flic different
parts cf' the Empire eennectiîig them ail by a
systeni cf wbich they would be joint owîiers-
& w~ith wlîicîi ne foreign country could inter,
fore, uiîless, of course, as the result of a suc-
cessful invasion, er by cutting the cable at
sea. Mr. Skinner explained that his objeet
lîad been te aid tlîis linking together by a
telegraphie ebain the different parts of the
British Empire. ' The Britishi Government,"
lie said, " subsidized t ho Halifax & Bernmuda
Ce. toecxtend the telegrapliie conimunicatioln
from the Atlantic end at Nova Scotia te Ber-
muda, wvhich is an important harbeur for the
British Northî Americari ficet, & it wvas the
ebjeet cf several years' agitation te demoui-
strate te the Gevertîment tbat the Ce. sheuld
be assisted te gct on te Jamaica. & se te
place that isîand & the West Indies generally
in direct comnmunicationî witb the meother
country. Ail that we put before the Govcrn-
ment wvas demenstrated at the finie ef the
Venezuela crisis by the fact tbat %%,lin that
crîsîs arose Great Britain was not able te
communicate with Janiaica & the other parts
of f lie West Indies, execpt tlrough tîhe United
States. After tbat experiemice the Govern-
ment & Parliament gave us a subsîdy te lay
a cable frini Halifax te janiaica. That cable
was laid iii 6 montbs, & it was just completed
in ime te enable the Spanisb Governitient
during its war witlî the U. S. te be ii coiii-
municatien witîî Cuba & its etlier depcnd-
encies without its messages bcing subjected
to the surveillance cf the U. S. Geverinîcnt..

Telegraph Connection with AtIin.

J. W. Bridges, who lias been utei Northî-
cmn Pacifie coast leeking imiote i question cf
buildinîg a telegrapli hune te Atlin, said iii a
recent interview :-" Se far as 1 lhav'e lîee
able te sec, there will bc iluinrous difficulties
to ov'ercenîe. The coutfry is exceedinglv
ruggcd & broken, & Lucre arc several lakes
te cross wliich will necessitate the use cf sîîb-
marine cables. Sonie cf these lakes, 1 under-
stand, are both deep & broad, ail cf whicl iii-
creases the cost cf construction. M.Vhile or-
dinarily a fair estimiate could bc made as to
the cest per mile fer construction, iniitls case
it would require a carefimî investigation of
every foot of ftie grouind te bc covered,
strearns, lakes, deptm cf water, etc., before

anytbing like appreximate figures cf cost
cotild be given. Then, aIse, the cest cf
maintaining a line, winter & summer, mnust be
considered, espccially in winter. Tbe snows
in your mounitains are deep, & avalanches &
slides are iiot unconieon at exposed peints, se
that a line constructed alcng tbe side cf a
meouttain, wbicl iti appears te me wiIl be nec-
cssary in order te get there for repairs, will
be hiable to injuries evcry winter.

" The parties that 1 represeuît propose a
capital cf $.îo,ooo te begiui witb. Ibis WilI
iuîsmre tile construction of lines te Atlin &
ether canmps ; also an extesion south te
J uneau. WVhile gcing up froni Juneau, I at-
temipted te follow the appearance cf the coast
along which a uine sbould be constructed, but
owing te flic snowsterm I was unable te do
as welt as 1 had beped te. 1 saw enougb,
bowever, te enable me te foruit an idea cf the
task cf such anl undertakiuîg. There are many
opeiîîgs, canyons, creeks, etc., te cross; &
t he uîost practical plan, perbaps, will be te fol-
low the shore line as close as possible, wvhiclî
wvill put the lino iii easy reaeh of the linemen
in case of a break. TFk mater cf a lice from
J uneau soîîth te cenneet with the lice at Vic-
toria or soîne other point, bas uiet yet been
takeui up, & wvill net be'until we bave the Ihe
irto Juneaun, vicb of itself will be a great
sf ep takeuu towards reaching the cuter world."

-Victoria Colonist.

('anadian, B.C. & Dmawson City Telegrapli
('o.-Tbe Secretary of this Co., in Londeon,
Euîg., informss us that the construction cf the
prcpoed lines will be ini charge of E. G.
Wcodford, late State Miniîîg Etîgimîcer,
Transvaal. le regard te saine criticisms on
the Co's. prospectus mîade ini a letter frem us,
the Secret ary 'says: -" The estiniate cf 200
telegranis a day was arrived at by the direc-
ors after niature conisideration, & thcy are
wcll witbin the miark. The l)rospectu%, as
you say, did net cîtaiti aev estimate cf the
propoed Ehle. Iliat would net be neces-
sary, inasnitîch as flic directors had already
concluded a comtract with a responsible firni
of contractors to constructtthfli ino."

We regret being unable te agrec wif h tbe
Secrctary. le our opinîion, the ccst etfconi-
struction slîould bave been given in the pro-
spectus, niore especially as a contract had
been let.

Halifax & Ilernîndas Cable Co.-The re-
p)ort for the year euîded June hast, presented
at the receuît animal nmeeting, says : "'Since
the last report the Co. contracted wif h the
British Trcasuirv te lay a cable te conneet
Beretuda wif b Jaîîaica, via Turks lshlands,
& the Direct W«est India Cable CO. was
f ormed te undertake the work. The contract
wvas signied Aug. 2, 1897, & tlue c-ible was
open for traffic Jan. 31, i898. Tbis exten-
sion greafly impreves fthe position of ycur Co.
by giving it througb traffic. The receipts in
the past year. wére £ 10, 154, as compared with
£3,742 in I&f6-7. This increase is due te the
oening cf the Jamaica cable, & te the inter-
ruption cf other routes during the Spanisb-
American war. The net result is a profit cf

6,5,as ccnîparcd witb £951, an increase
cf £5,703- It is proposed te make a distribu-
tion cf profits for the year by declaring a
dividend cf 5%, amcuiiting te £2,500, leaving
£4,1i55 to be carried forward. Offers for the
sale cf debenutres te the trustees were invitcd
in Dec. & June last, & £4,989 was paid for
£ý5, i 0o cf debeetures, vhiicli ameutnt lias been
writtcn off capital oxpendittire."

On H. P. Dwlglut's Rettrement recently
from fthe Ontario Game Commission, cf wbichî
he had been a meanher since its inception, the
Conîmissioners uîîlainiîîusly passed the fol-
lowing rescîtion : " That the Cemmissioners
desire te place on record their appreciatien
of fthe valuable ser-vices that bave been ren-
dercd by 'Mr. Dwigbt as a member cf this
board, & at the sainieime te express the sin-


