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Ilv KNnOCNItN

Most preacliers have bloe M,%ontinys. O hs iy
the>' have a feeling af *1goncness.1" The>' dan't know
e.'acîly what as îhîc itatter wî:lî thîcaîî bit leci duat tlaey
are "aIll gane." Tltcy are. unfit for liard work, ?are
iikcly ta be the least bat crusty. The>' accounit for
tic bioeniess by a.scribiiîg ilt t U labours af UIl bab-
bath. In thas tlîey arc at least partli> îtstah<en.
Bluencss an Maontays more frequenîl>' anses froni
ovcrvork, an baiturda>' than iront ardanary work an
Sabbath. lIfa preacher rcsts on Saturia> anti takes
plenty ai exercase ait rie open aar con îbaî cia>, ordanrar>'
S.ibb-îtî work%vill be latîle more ilian liealîîiycxliaearat-
taon for hani. A preacher who workslaIe an battarday
evenangs and goes int lias pulpat tareti andi ivear>' an
Sabbaîli mornîng must always have ver>' bloc MNon-
tinys. flic ninner an wltachbnSaurday is spent usually
dtiecrines the decgree af blîîeness ta bc endiareci on
Monda>'.

Bluc Saturda>'s are not unknowiî ha preachiers.
flusy, avcmnorked patachers sec thein occasionally ;
las>' pracrastanaîang preachers sec thrent ever' îvcek.
Ifon baturday ntorning a man knotws that hie must

sa>' soinething ta a cangrcgataan twicc on 5abbath,
anti also knows that hie lias notlinag ta sa>', hic usually
icels bloc. Tile feeling is a pcriccîly proper andi
natiaral anc. Unlcss heliaisbeen preventediby I'rova-
dence froni preparang is message lic ouglat ta icel
ashanicti as weIl as bloc. Has cangrcgatoaî ma>' fccl
bath ways betore bIabbath as aver.

There are bloc babbaths as weli r.s bltae Saturdiys
and bloc Manda>'s. Taa ittany' pople inthascouaîîry
are likely ta look upon an>' babb.ttli an vhiach tlîc con-
gregatian is sitiall aLs a bloc St'bbaîh. I1hbas afien
been saitit aur neiglibairs .îcrass thichines jutige
ever>'thing by its sîze. In tlicir jutigment cvcryîhing
big as great. WVith theni big arti great arc synon>'-
mous ternis. They have a big countr>', big cihies, big
prairies, big rivers, big hotels, aitd the>' have Icamneti
ho juigcecvcrythuing b>'us bagness. Canadaans înîitatc
their exainple ta an extent tuai iciv woulti bc %illing
ta admit. Churcli gaing people arc thie greatest
sinners in titis regard. Almost the onl>' question that
man>' fairl>' gooti people ever ask about a meeting is :
m-as it large ? If large then ail is îveU. Haîv cas>' i
is for people in this state ai minci ta jump ta tlae con-
clusion that a %wet Sabbath must be a bloc Sabbaîh.
Anti the goati man wha coaîducts the service is ver>
likel>' ta catch the contagion anti cainte ta the conclu-
sion that "an)ytlting will do for a wcet Sabbath.» The
ricl, well.preparcti sernmon is pcriîaps laid aside an
Sabbath momning anti the gooti itan resolves ta autake
"ga (civ remarks," anti disaîîiss tlîe fewv peole wvlî
have bravei rie starin anti caine ta ilicir place. ai
%vorsbip. Thtat kinti ai an effort calleti "a fcw me-
marks" bllas aniarvellous power fordrawing itself oit.
It cloiigates like a telescape, anti perbaps the effort
on a wet Sabbatb actuail>' nîcastîres miore b>' tlae
dlock, than an ardinar>' sermton. MeIasoreti by lîaîîi-
leticai standards it ma>' have beca a nionîlu long. Tfli
people nia>' bave thought it ncvcr-cntiing. The day
ivas considertil bloc at the start anti thie goai nman in-
tensifleti the biucness until bie matie it alinost black.
If thiere is anc fla>' mare tban another an wvliich a wise
preacher will au. bis bcst it is a Sabbaîlî irbicli prom-
ises ta be bloc. If there i2 anc congregatian mare
than anather that deserves the ver>' bcst a preachtr
can give, il is thc brave handiol that face a Iîowling
stanm. A nuiiîenically smal cangregatian ia>' nat
be small in any other n-a>. 1It nia>' be large in failli,
in hople, ini liberalit>', in gooti works. Same mîeetings
numerically large arc cantemptibl>' snîall ever> other

One ver>' ive' vening santie years aga, Kennedy,
the king af Scaîtish sang, wa!s ativertiseti ta give a
concert in Toronto. Ilic 'tnight %vas damk, anti the
tain came down àll the aiternoon anti cvening in a
steai>'pour. Itw'as acoltipitilcss pelting Navember
rain. A icw people, man>' ai whonî hati frec tickets,
wcnt ta the hafl. As thc hiaur dreuv near the onl>'
question discussoti was w.hcthcr the Kennedy auI>'
would sing ta sucb a smail bouse. Prompt ta a min-
ute te aid gentleman canîcé out in fol tirss, blitîte
anti chèrry as a spring marning, anti openeti thto pro-
cectiings with this little speech -" Frientis, it is a
wet,,disagreeable cvening outsidc, bit: tbat is nn r.-ason

nlîy wve slîouild flot have an enjoyable Cvcniiig 1.crc.

If the iighi is uapleasant outsitte, ai111le more reasoil
wh esoulil enjoy ourscl% cs." Theai lie wcnt througi

thie progranmme, sang blis bcst sangs, tld lais bcst
stnis in lais onn inimitable st>Ic, and the unifurni
testirnny ofithose preserit %%as that tilt olà gentlemtan
...... y eclipse<l himisehi. There nas nut: tig blite about

Iti meecting " l'le childrcn of lîls %%arId," et:..
jGreat good may bc donc by preacbing to a ver'

Ismall1 congreg.ion. An 1isli innister once preached
to a rongregation ai three at Castiebat. One of iM
thre %vas convcrtedl andi becamec Williami Arthur,
authnr of the II Tangue of Firc." Dr. Arehbald
Alexander once preccd to tno persans and bal,
were converted. Wec the days an whlîi this %vork,
ivas donc ôluebecausc the congregations %uere numeri-
cally nial? As a mxater of fa.t i as flot the con-
gregation ahana! that thc pread.cer bligb %% hien lie putb a1
few people afit t ith a fen% remairks and goes hlome
thinking lie lias had a blue day. lic slighits bis oign
%vrirk -andi bis Master's message. jcnn> Linti uns onte
asked whiy site sang bu lunig and 5o %% cll toan audience
conmposcd af a fet% ignorant coloured people. Hrr
ansu-cr was " I ne% er bligbit ni) art." Aua> n ith the
vulgar idea that a %%et Sabbatli spent in prcathing ta
a kw% of Gad's chiltiren is netcssatrily a bluc day, andi
a day spent in ,tddrebbiiig a large numbtr of peuple
înust necessaril> bc a guud anc. Tlic Master inay
forai avery'duiecnt estima.-teofaite daty'swork. Sorte
days arc bluc ta the preachcr even %wben the weather
ks fine and the churdi fu. lie dues flot ki jw the
cause andi the blucncs s ail the morc dibtresbing
because lic docs flot A ;Spurgeun s'î,t hariot
wvlictls drag Wc~l.~ h) the) du su une tannot
always tell. l'crhaps tilt c.ause k blirgely ph>»sical.
Indigestion, unbtrung ncnes, norm>and .%antofbsccp,
have unmnanncd niany a nuble prca%.hcr at the critital
filamient atiddestroyedini.tny agood sermon. One ai
rte surcst trials ani carncst preacher ever cndures is
the failure af a sermon on Sabbath that lie bas spent
a long lime and a large anlaunt af labour in prcparing.
Andt hiese are just thc serinons that oiten sccmi ta
have vcry little effect. Blue days must occasional>'
conte ta the pulpit as wclI as ta ever>' aiber dcpart-
ment of human activity, but there is always anc con-
solation leit ta tic man who lias donc bis bett :-the
Spi rit mna> bless the blucst day ta a cangregat ion.

Hearers haave their bloc days as well as preachers.
Some hearers think evcry Sabbath a bloc day. But
there arc gooti earncst souls wha really desire ta cnjoy
thc service and profit thercby and even ta these blue
Sabbatbs accasianally came. The>' arc flot in a good
frarne af mind. Taie> do not fccl as tlîcy useti ta do
andi thr-y cannat tell the reason why. Ih is a happy
tlîing wlien one ai Goti's chiltirexi can say on Sabbath
evcning '« I blave enjoyecd tlîe day ver>' mucli." One
reason tiaubtlcss %vly many lîcarers have bloc days is
tduit tlîcy do nfl begîn ta prepare fur S.rbbatlî soon
cnougb. If peuple %work in thîcir stores until îiidîiglit
an Saturday, antihave nu gooti refrcslîing sleep;
il tlîcy tuîîîblc out of bied at ten o'clock an Sabbatli
niorning, drcss liurricdly, Priy hurriedly-if tlîcy pray
at ail-takec breaikfastlitrricdly, and burry tachurcb,;
lbaw in the naine ai conmmun sense can tue>' èxpect ta
have a gooti Sabbath?

Druinnionci in ]lis wantierful book defines a living
bcing as anc wba is " in correspondence wiîh his
enviroiefit ;" Ilt least lie accepts that definitian
frani Spencer. lIfa hîcarer is nat "in correspondence
witiî bis env irannient "in church hie cannat bc happy.
Thc enviranment is chicfly made up af the preacher,
and the cîders, and the trusîces and the precentar or
chair, and ibis fellow %Vorsh!Dpers. Drummanti ivulti
sa>' that if hie lias na correspondne= îviîh any part af
the enviaoinmcnt said icarer is dead. Weil, if he bias
y.- correspandence wiîh tbc greater part of bis environ-
ment hie rnust at least have bluc Sabbaths. The best
thing lie can do is ta put hinîscif in carrespondence
with bis environmcnt andi then pcrhaps the Sabbaths
%vill flot bc sa bluc or. the hearer cither. WVant af
correspondence witlî enviranment in clurci .-s a bati
thing. ________

NOTES OF A WESTERN RAMBLk.-JV.

(Fxoîa OUR OWN CoRRtESrONilRNTr.)

STRATFORD.
in tce raiiwa-yjump wbichi the traveller makes front

Berlin ta Stratiord, although the distance is much
greater thian front Gaît ta Berlin, there is flot such a
çoinpiec çiî-tngc of natianality. Essentielly %t Scotch

town, thiere is ncverthelcss iii Stratiarti anti neiglibour.
hîcat a consitirrailc Ttutcnic; element, suffacient, nt
least, ta, dcuiaad tlîc existence ai a Geranain news-
pier. Stratiard gives pîromise af bcang a ciîy ofican-
siderable importance. It occupies a prominent place
as a m.ailnay tentre.

The I'resbytenan bodiy as wivel reprcecd in tle
tawn. The congregatian, presîdediover b>' Rev. P>.
WVright, is large anti influential. Tlîc churcb occupies
a splenidid position on thie main strecî, andtias a build-
ing of gteat, elegance. Thet inteir ticcorations gave
evidence af a ver> decidcd miaction front Ille aid lime,
barn-looking buildings whîcli Protestants ]lave dccii-
cateti, sinte tic Refarnnation, ta tlîc worsliap ai the
Creator afill tbat is bright nti] beatutiuh. If there is
a fait in tbis respect, it is in errîng an the ather cx-
trentec, ant ian dcparting front wliat is chaste and
arnate ta tire flonti, wbere the eye as satantid witll
gorteousncss. - The youaîg peôple of the congregation
hie a litcrary socacty an cannectman îlierewath., and 1
nas glati ta have an opportunîîy ai studying how these
affairs arc conducîccl an ailier places. 1 cannmt say
tliat 1 %vas ier greail>' ipressed with ats uscfulncss.
Bcyond sarie ver>' gouti solo andi duet sangaig, there
tias absolutcly aothang af an impravang nature in the
nhule programme, and certaanly naîhang ta indicate
thiat the butiety %vas a twag fron a lave Uhîrastian trce.

St. Antireivs3 Churcli, %nhîcl averloaks thie valle>'
nt the %%st end of the tawn, is a tieat but much less
pretentialus edifice, and as a reinnant of the nid e-
tablishinent, lias rallier a dafférent class ai worsbippcrs.
Trle Re,4. E. W. 1>anton hias hecat labaurang here for
some time, and lias earnest effurts are lîaving a gaod
eitect. The wceck followang îny vasat, hie was assisted
by Rcex. Mr. 1%1%lntyrc, andi 1 have Icarneti sorte fifty
souls umade profession ai hîavang founti the new hife,
besides there being a grateful awakenang an the part
af alier members.

Bu- Stratford, ltic, must be lcft bclîind.
MT blARV'S,

the stane town, might alsa bc callcd the hast of the
uill range alang whicli the Grand Trunk railway mnakes
its wvay ta the baundar>' Une at Point Edward, wbere
it, jomps into Uncl. Sanî'Ws enîbrace. XI stands an
cubher banik ai the Valley ai the Avon, and is still
further divideti b>' a considerable crcck. it is ane af
the nîast important gra in and cattle export stations on
the line, anîd fromt a business point ai view 1 shoulti
jotige it ho he cansitierably aheati cf ils eastern
neighîbaur, although consitierabl>' smal!er. There is
here, too. a ver>' large Scotch element. A fecw years
ago the Presbytcrians warslîipped ltarmoniausl>' in
ane clîurch, but a différence sprung up amongst theni,
andi %itli truc Scotch stubbornness neither party would
give in, rid s0 anc vent out. Perbiips tItis ivas onl>'
tlîe nattural rcstîlt ai vigoraus growtb, and tlîc off-hîoot
ivas aîily laastcned b>' a trit.iai dispute. Be thais as it
ita>, the sccders built a fine new cliurch, called antr
excellent pastar, anti have flaurislied ndiîiiraibly. Tire
iwark ai dcscribing cliorches is soniewhat mnîotarus,
but suifiacc it ta say thiat Knox Clitirch, St. blary's, in
paint ai substantialit>', beaut>' anti archiitectural design
is eqoai to, an>' hitlierto inentioneti, andi, best of ail, is
clear ofidcbt. 'Mucb af Ibis excellent result is duc ta
t'le encrgy anti liberahit>' ai Mrs. Mlilner Harrison,
wbose exampli as warthily folîowcd hy othiers. It is
at prescrnt vacant, ils late pastar, Rev. W. A. WVilson,
iiaving gant ta India ta pursue nuissionary work an
thiat fertile fieldi. As a proci ai the vitality ai the
original chîurch, bowcver, andti Ial the secessian did
not harnfull>' weaken il, there is stilî a large anti in-
fluential niembcrsbip. A new ehurch lias been but,
%vhich is a iantimark for 'niles arounti, aaad under the
pastorale ai Rev. J. A. Turabuli, a steadily increasing
cangregatian is growing 'ip. 1 %vas present at the
annual thanksgiving service, anti %las înuch pleaseti
nvti thc simple elaquence af the pastar. But 1 mîust
flot linger in the pleasant stane hown, and haue'n on
ha that inetrapolis afitie %-est,

LONDON.
To begin ta say anything about Lon don in a ranible

at this description would be ta in *su l ils importance,
as an estabhisheti centre oficonmmerce ant i ndustry, so
1 shall confine myseli mmmil>' ta the churches, in whicli
your readcrs are mast interestcti,.and ai thiin I cant
ani>' speak, Il*riel>'. 1 nia>' premise, however, tiîat at
the liane afu>' visit it wvas ýevcrcIy shaken by anc or
two commecrcial iadores, anti thi a gencral feeling ai
liard times past anti present'hiati a subduing effect
upgp ýhc çolpîmwîity. The caty anti is soburbs con.


