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XX\V.-LOSr.
Eit~y nne evrning Winfrnd rat ujban thse brow af tic cliii

brhiîîd ilt ligrthnusr. le liadt been thete fot saure titre,
anotaunîrsi as a sta'ue."nly no statie ht-Id sucir glowiag cyca
set in %uci a tapa. thougitful face.

A littît- aîîart stas Aaron, lyisig at fult lengtb on tire ledgc,
gaziog senstard. Whbeai Aaron lîmd satisfied ienmself on sanie
point, ire put mille bis glass. and took out bis pipe. le
talkcd a litîle with Winfied about certain vasre for tire mot.
rnwv ards tht-n reltpscd laits long. unliralen silence.

Winfred found the quiet vei-y pleasant, a refresbing change
fu'mr *'aroni's late fashion clmnanDgdiag-cable speeches.
Thrla glary of the- sunse: rneltirîg ia thre safi, drooping siat:.
aws of evening. tire stars as tiey carne out anc lip anc in tic
bise vassit save te traoîîuîî seul -al ibtis astake dcligirtful
tbugrhts hinaire mind of tise boy.

At lengtb Aarni turned iris rnoody gaze tint way. Ilis
(]UlI eye restcd for a mioment lipaa the Young face.

I'l'car-s ta me ye oint ovai- 'n' above social to.nigirt, lad 1"
Winfred startet: as if fron slecp. Betare ie could reply.

Aaron continued,
«~'When I war a boy l'd tutlier take a wiippin' thans set

~n' ponder a wviale moitai bout as ye hev?"
IlWould yru ?" said WVînfred, scatcely knowiag vibat ta

Say.
A %udden suspicion darkened Anan's face, anc o! tirase

swîft, :anaccn'untable changes tiat were ever coming aver
iLr barn of s conscience ilI at case.

IlMNelibe." said lir, bat-aily'.y "P ristrust I wa'n't mucir
airen I war a boy; wa'n't s0 "-as astically,--" dreadiul
takin' 'n' brigit as ye be Il"

"1Indccd, 1 tiaugit no aucir bing 1" repîicd Winn, sul
starnils tint Amran's sudden tient dîed as quickly as it carne.

" ell tI. sriebbe ye did n': ; don't ye raid me, lad."
Alter a marnent, bcaddcd,-

I. get out a' niy bis dreadful easy, nowsdays ; it cornes
o' arawin' aId, I s'po se."

\'inftd lookrd at hLms wistfully, but said nothing. lie
couîd have told hLms tint tais age vtas ot tire chie! cause o!
bis uniappiness. lIe Ionged ta ray rani :tiing aftie kind,
Isut fcaser! il wossld be storse tiran useless. Bath Mms Lus.
coulb and ire werc careful not ta t-ause tise sleeping lion in
Aaran's nature Il il stept, tbcy had peace. sud ire vs like
liinstlf ; wtîen iL awoke, tire houscbold n'as in rnisei-y.

Il Vhat stere ye tliinkin' cf, lad ?" aslted Aaron.
WVLafred bcsitated.
"A litîle wtie ago ? WVlen pou firat spoke ta me ?
"cs 1e, neyer sec ye look so, but onct," raid Aaron,

"tirat sar thse nigi: ye came train pt-ayes -rnetin' 'n' said
ye'd staiti in tire ncw w2y. Reniernier iL, lad ?"

" I saal netver forge: iL, Ms. Luscomb," n'as tire low,
e-.rnest nepl>'.

Il iat wman in ycr fancy juil non' ?" pursued Aaron,
.uitb unn'onied interest.
Tis was a bard question ta answer, It La not always

tltat one- cars give vuice ta tiongir:, even ta a deant friend.
W'Lnfred could mot put Loto words nitci tirat iad pussiez
issougli býs .. G; and Aaron wauld not have understaad

if ire ad, ' s d Trîcently did sire two minds vaaie ; but peau
ing a(tut tire aged mai, Witin rcailc a portion of iris mus.
Legs. l'crbaps Aaron's question -.,.s sent ta draw Lt out.

"lI stas ioking of ht-aven, Mi-. Luscorni. Sometbing
La tire sunsei mande me, I tink. I remeniberedthfi otier
vsta tht-se, that jesus h2d patdoned.my ini, sud tint if I
n'as (sifuI 1 would isacet ber by asnd b. Tien 1 tiongit
of ail my frienda tint Mugit M tr, L.ca M.. Luzscomb,
jack. and Minuit, and Elie,' -

Il 'd stant ici- tirere, l'il bc bonnd 1" iateesupted
,Astan. witi an attenipt ai a laugi.

"Wbcn I tirougis: of dent Mm-s Luit-amb 1 could not for-
gel pan," pursucdi Winfred, in a tremulous vnLte; "ltere
mnust be n final ciangr sanictime, pan knaw. «\c cen': go
on foi-cicr, M.Luscomb."

Aaron beLng silent, tic boy ndded.-
"J us: tien 1 taokcd at the mrs and iris text came Lnto

nry mind, as a! sonietody had spolten it,-'*Tisey tbat bc
vise s'sait mime stire brigirtuers of tire firmament ; sud thp
tint îurn Mansy ta rigirteousus as tise stars forevr sud
levr.cIl-

1: rd been anco( i e'sSablia:i.school texts. Aliter
i.e ltad rieitcd iL slosrly sud distinctly, tint Ast-an might
hian cvery stard, ire vas sIenti uga-in.

Aaron maveai about uncanily. look ont iris pipe and
knocked iL against tire ledge ta t-id Lt o! tire asies A bitter
txtprssion n'as or iris face ; bis heant v'as biltrer stili.

"Tberi2's aider titan yon irad a bat-k ai me. lad," ire said,
vith suotirer foi-ccd augir; "lbut iL wa'n't no use ye =ay
,atu tic ligit ta aine as tic anars ; but 't wan't be long a'
=civctlin' Antan Luscarni."

",Idid n'. epect I ould do pou god." nid Wiu, "Un-
Jeuslit belped ! Tien il svuld n': ire me; but He blesse
us jart tire=me, tic put Lt Lumy beart tarerve HLm,=sd
tien blcrsed me as if iL hd ben rny ostu doing 1Is nar't
tisai vtndtitul ?"

Thse joy a! il las}.ed initheirbay'sfzacean. Hclookcd
a' thc min as if Io symipathrise stiti hlmu; but A=t-n could
nat, lie tururd iris face sa=Y.

Pneseotly wsufi-ed added, gently. and titir a uaodesty
tira: could bave ofi'cnded fia ose, -

Il I dd L't tims 1lcould do pou Coad, %le. Lusccrb. I
amn assiy n be-giuner, pots Icuon. Bat I did long ta baire yen
bc happy. fat pour ske mad Mis. Luscoanli's. Jiow many
yca-s sire iras prapeai for pan V'

To iris sut-pt-ise Aaron ga-onurd.
IfI tlrese pt-spcn could irc answcrcd, if pou c=Id 1alte

ny ont- mima ta lave out Sarlour," pu-rsa thre Young dis-
esple, iris vaice grorring ceicaer azid tomge =ltil t el
e note of trinnipi tint tirsLîîed et-en Aaron witir a dims pet-
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ception of what si lit bc if hie coasld surrender, Ilthça by
and by whens wc aIl went home, I'd take you bath ta mother
and say, *litre they are, mother darling, the twa wha cared
for nie when I was atone in the world.' "

Then another lhougbt cntered the boy's fertile bria, he
added, softly-

IlAnad Jesus will say, 'lnasnuch as yc bavr donc it unto
one of the least of these rny brethren, y ehave donc IL tinta
me.' WVhat high hoior toih ave Jht rad beforet aI eaven 1"

Aan shuddcred ; tisen sudlenly afted hi% hecad, and
tbrew bath band& outwaid with a gestute of puiting soute-
thing far (rm hLm. discovering a face af tiautterable woe,
blancbed litre the derd.

.Stop 1 Stop 1 lad." isc wlispered, boarsely.', l'il hient
Do more 0' ibis I It's ton late, too lait Il

1Ile rose, tuined his back upon ste boy, and entered the
path that led by the Lighthouse ta the beach. WVinfred
thaught he appt-aied strangely. It seeme.! as af bc coutl
flot pass the bouse. lie wotuld conte toan standitili as
nbruptly as if sornebody stoud in bis way. Then, waah
cleched hands, hie wotatd start again, only t0 stop aasd com-*
bat au unsen influence. Once lie turnrd aside anid looked
in at the ki'cben window.

'Ninfred knew ju:what he would tee at that haut,.- bis
wife, scated at te table, knitting, with the open Bible bc-
fore lier. And if, as wa.s otten the case, site sbould drap
her knitting and close bier eycs a maoment, whate ber laps
rnoved softly, would M1r. Luscomb know tbat ise was even
thent prayiaîg for hirn? If that, and the sighit of bier pale,
sud face, lincd with the sortota bc bad broughî, fatled ta
natve hLm, wbat would ?

Appa:ently. the tableau wa&s as WVinfacd iniagined, for
Aaron again made the saine gesture of despair, and tbrust-
ing all these things away-Winn cuuld sec il plainly as bc
stood before the ligbted casement-arid lsastened Lnto the
patb again. Soon bis taIt figure was lost in the glonm of
tbe woods that bordted il on either side.

IL scemred ta WVanfred. as bie :sfterwards recalîrd this scene,
tbat it %vas symbolic,-bis deliberateîy turning fram ligh:
carnfort, and love ino the desolate nigbt.

Not long after. the wand cbanged. A cold miAit swaepx up
frum, the ses. Sudden cloudâ , overed the sky. biding the
very stars that hart suggested ta WVinfred a text for bis first
discourse.

"Mi-. Luscombi bas predicted a sta for sortie days."
Winfred rnurrured, as hc saie, sbas'ering, from bis seat ; "I1
giies Lt bas corne."

lie glauced tawards the tower. Tise beacon was burning
briphtly.

1Aaron'a starm is corning," said Mrs. Luscomb, as hie
enteredl the bouse- Site glanced beband thse lad, as il sihe
expected ta sec ber busband.

IWbere is Aaron ?" she asked.
Winfred told lier sornething of what bail pasrd between

tbem, irn answer ta ber questions; how bie hait started ta
corne in, lingered at the door, and then goc'n down tise paith.

Mis. Luscosub uncs irastausly alarnied.
IIt bas avercare: bien again. I cari alwaya tell wben

the appetite battles with him I Il he bas left the island, be
ià after drink."

llastily covering bier head witb a Shawl, abe sitartcd3 out
of the bousse.

IDenr Nits. Luscornb, do not go!t" ctied Winfred, rush.
ing aftrr. Ill'il go wtth tbe lanterts. It as growing very
daslc. Do atay ini tbe bouse. It is my place ta sea-ch, if
any orie mnust. I am no lîttle buy ta (car the dark."

Sbe slackened ber pace, glaocing irresolniiely at tire ta]]
lad beside ber.

I suppose I amnfot fit to walk down there," sire raid
"but, oh, Winfred, wbat if be would nut listen ta you ?"

Ilie witl. l'il canx bien b2ck." said Winfied ; l'il
bring hinm borne,-trust me."

IlThen you must have tbe lantern."
It bung bcind thre cellar door. Nirs. Luscumb lit Lt witb

trcabling fingers ; tiren tirust ii iota tbe boy's outstrctcbr-d
band.

".Go quickly, dear cirild. l'il watch, aud waits and
pray tirat you rnay flot bc tac0 lait! Oh. rny dear. dear
busbaod, wall you always bcre mpted thus ?"I

Sire wus vraaging bier bauds wben Winfrerl eutercd.
"1Dent Mrs. Luscomb, do flot worry sa," be said. sur-

piwd at bier unwonted agitation ; Il ie bas tell us, but tis
is irot tbe fia-st tire, snd be bas always rcturned safely. It
is noitng nc'. for birn ta leur e Ln tbis way."

.. 1 now it," bit. Luscarb auswcrcd. -"but thcte vil! bc
a last tiait, and surnctbîug tells me tbis is. 1 neye felt sa."

She sbuddesedi as tire wîn'. irosled pas: the rastrrly wir-
dow2 of tire kitch:n.

ITire Stormn as Za:icriug , bc wili bc bcwildered and tit I
And do you leur,% wirat tit menus t., mie, cirtld 7 ' abc said,
*ntcensely. IIPerhaps etss1separailun, tram sy busbâa.
Jas: as surely as lic will admit me ta beaven if 1 arn faitir.
ful, wlIl He punish Anioan for ibis lite long disobediencc."

it vas a salernut tirnugbt, and anc that inspised the boy
aih deep langings ta save tire sinniag maxi (rani snddc
dea'.h.

*1 do mot like ta lcave yu bi-re alone, be raid, "lbut if
you will féel tasier, 1 c.>uîd row oire to Muurstawn and sec
if I cauld flnd Mr. Lisscornb. But if I arn delained, ýwbat
about tire Lamp ? We cannot neglcct tint."

', Surcly mot." raid bma I.uscomb. IlI ean sec ta iL I
know hast. Il I take Mny ties I cau Mount tire tLaver
$laits. Oh, if pou would go 1 1

She clasped tie banda cnitrcatingly , butas Winfrcd began
ta prepare for thc ttnp anotirer tirourht camne.

"lDent cirild 1"I aliea.lrst toük, bis ca froni hLm in bez
agitation; IlI ought flot ta Jet yau Zo. Icre rnay bce a
squatl, and yaut tatie boat ire upret. & murt fia: sacrfice
you because lc laternptcd; tire innocent must flot ruilfer fo-
tire guilty.-Stay ut bomne 1"

But: e-en as Si zpoke ber band left isa colt witb a motion
of despzir. WVinfred irad meer scn ber ta n mvedl by ber
bulband'a absence. So=eting of bier dire foreboding
entcred is own Iseari, =ud neryed him ta =yp firmly -

IlI musa: go, MNtr. Luscotmb. God will taIte cetc of me."
Haa*ily putting or bis long tnbber lioots and settling bis
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capb 5rmly over lais tfair hait, Wanfrcd stas ready ta go. anti
ta Say cheerfully :

" Good-by; lock tire duorsand svindows; l'il bie back
soon ; for if he lss't at the luwer village, bie bas gone fur.
ther, and svlll stay aIl nîgi:. TIn luit case he will bos ail
night. Keep up your courage."

lits face was fultl of a fane calot as he teft thc Ltgbtbottse
sud entered the path tirat led ta tîte landioig. The voater
vas bourina an thre further rocks, sending fortli motns
signala tirat the boy knewv; already a fcw drapa ai rain had
toucbed bis ciseeka. Out insIlle bay flac waves werc puttfog
an white caps tira: gleamed an thc darkness lake tise tablets
of a cernctery, but tbe brave youog heart did not fait. 'l'bas
Scnipture kep: runnang tirougi bats mind, claanted in solemn
measure ta tbe souod of the waters :

"Tse volcet ofthae Lord as upon tise waters ; the God ai
Rlory tbunderetb ; the Lord is oipun rny waters. Thela
Lord satteth upon tise flood ; yeu, tise Lord satîtish King
forever.."
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Aaron vsta ot ta lac found. WL'rfred scarched for him
through tic satut anad darkness, amid tlae glooin of places
wherc snch as hie svere given the poison tisa: led then down.
At anc of these demi tlîcy adrnitted that bce bus] been
there, but bail Caone borne. Wanfrcd was obliged ta tutrn
away, ot kraowiag whiether what tiey raid was truc.
Aaron rnipht be tirere iridden nway,- it seemed more lilcely,
itsdging by the past.

If bie had goise home, wbere vas hie? Altiaugr Winn
kncw il would bc useless, bie walked ali,ng tire shore for
saine distance, scascbing for' hLm. It wsta aIl darkness-
cxeetptwhe tire 'whl:e spray dasicdbgh lire clouais. Fat
ais: beyaad tire island the breakers tbundered an sassault
upon tbe rocky rampa-ta. Tise aigb twas certainly dismal.

Winfrcd tunncd from the gloorny waters tastardstire
tasto. lie bad an ct-rend ai tie store.

Juat as ie carne out, sonrebody brasbed swiftly bs'. t
vsta Elsie Moor I

IlWby, Elsie, atone ? and an this storm ? "asked WVanfred.
Sic quickly cxplained tirat ber fatirer irad an acute attack

of neutalgia, and hat sent bier fur soin- rcrnedy.
"lAnd do yau expeet ta go back tirougli tire dat-k stoods

atonc ?" persisted Winfred.-
Elsie said "l Yes " ladding, in bier own vivactous way,-
IlIt is ail the safer in the dark,-nobady stitl know wbo

iL L. Besides, there is nso danger of meeting any anc, sncb
a nigirt. But I mnust go, r'ood-by."

Winfred wauld not s..y gojd-by. lIe follawed lier in,
boi-rowcd a lauteri of Calvin WVstkins, and irssisted upon
retutniag stiti ber.

Il Viy, base tire breakers rour! " raid Tý1sic, as tirey left
tire store. "I1 tbink rn y sL mucb safer tn you-s.
Ar'n't you afraid ta cross tire bay sucb a nigbt V"

"I rnight bl ifL I stasu't used ta Lt, ' aid Winfred.
BIeside., il is gensarally preity calrn in thse barbant-. Tint

noise pou becat is at tire Paint, beyand aur Ligist. The
surf is railing in tire grandly."

"lI pity tbe pooar sailor snob nigbts as tirese," added
Elsie.

4" es. or anybody wba La out wi'irout knowing tireir
course," raid WVinfred, tbiokin% a! Auron.

Tirey naw eniteredl s narrow patb th&t led through John
Moor's catate ta tire river. Wjnfred went attend wjtir the
battra, aîte-nately talking and lastcning ta the patier of
Elsie'a liglat ficet liebtid biem.

IlPt-son WVilloughbly catted the athtt day," sht raid;
"ir ra id saine very kind, comsforting tiringa. Then saine-
ody cie, -you c-inna: quess 1"

"'Lady or gentleman ?'
"It wasu': a gentleman;" Elsie ire2itated as if slac

scarcely kn-tw stietier ta clas ber caltier with ladies; "Lti
vas Misa Bilkins! "

"4 Vhat brousait ber Ibrte?" sked WVinit-ed. "lDo you
knaw ber velt?"'

"lI nieyer spoke witb ber liefre," raid Elsie, "abte naid
sire telltiL t bc iei- duty. Foîtta stere talking about sic; "
Elsie's voice trernbled a littîe ;I "they fesrcd 1 ws back-
aliding, beccause 1 diai nat corne ta church, and sire asked
me if 1 dido", tink I vas dý "ig a deat o! bassn by flot tak-
ing up my cran."

WVhat did pou say ?
"I told bier st svould be na crais fat- me ta make a public

Profsson, sud I ahould do a at tire proper tame."
" goa~ve ber a splendid ansiver," rcmarked WVmnfred,

pleaset: witb its woanny dagnity.
"«Jus: tien fatirer carne in. H1e miust luive ovriberd

a rait of il, for ire wsys qite vexed."
IlDLd --be extend ber labours tu him?" aked Winfred,

stith a tou-h ot tatcasin. lit 'oclir-çta 1-isa B!Wits cz eaW&,
w=s wbally aut of curiosity.

Elsie langired-a littIe ripple that kept tiae ta the pattes
af ber feet.

".No. aie leEt rigit away."
Ewsi vtas sileut a marnent ; thens Winfred heard ber aigir.

I1 do mat think ber call madc iL any casier fat- me. It
annoyed (atirer. He cslcd ber a specirnen af eburci mcci-
ber$."

"I do flot liclieve ire really tinki sa," naid WVizifrcd.
"lPenrhaps mot,' ' Elsie sighed again, tircu addcd, mare

cbeerfully. "but I bave Parson Wiîlongrby's çrords ta think
oL H1e maya 1 arn doing rigit, and believes stits me tiat
father still pet give bis consent , !7(h sud himsel!f join wih
me tire Cbu-ch of God t"I

'itb tirese vierds -ire buste hiss good- niglrt, for tirey hall -

icached tire but. Winfrcd sarried asvay anotser pictore o!
tire brown-eyed rnaid, as thre loalred horfully at hi out of
tire Stoum.

Il stas weIl periaps, tiat tiais little plea=at episade oc*-
eut-ted; faor terrible ecnts carne after. Ail tint nigit it
stonsned, sud Mes. Luacorni did ot close bier oez. Sic

vept =id praycd for Auran unctil tbe earîy dasrn; iben, ap-
parcnfly exhaustea, or lilte anc stunned by a blow, she '
mnd about ir houseboll tasias.

(Tar bc wtWriid.)


