
TH1E ROCK\VOOD REVIEW

down in""nsion was an ecellent
Indication of the long-sLanding anîd
quality of bluc blood to bu credited
to the fanxily. Armiour .md chains,
daggers and poison, long robes ind
rustliiîg silks, a fulil assortaient of
blue lights and sulpharowr funies
were the stock in traid, of these
aticient worthizès, anîd with theso
thiey had a large run of business.
aithougli therc werc interlup±rs, in
the shapu, of myýstevious btckfoalis,'
seen by night only, anid othur lilke
moznstcrs, who tlow anl( again brokc
in upon the comnion nioniotomy,
and gave our ancestors opportun:ty
to lool: upori otiier tbatr the olci
original aud orthodoe ghost.

Tid-bits of excitcineut, equivalont
to the sensation drarnm of fu-day',
were f ound too, i n Ormens o! various
kind-q and sizes, %vhile Chamrs gave
an agrecal'le variety to tife a~nd its
drudgeries. And hert lut us be
charitable towards the great-great-
g r&it ftforcsaids, aud rcmcvmbý.r t'i
they couida't tind sùL!a_, in a i:ovel,
or thc more thrilling rtimi. (,.fo a
ricwsipaper reporter or iztterviev.cr.
that they liad rio ffizaars or Soircs,
that Literary Societies v:ithirn reauh
of tbe peole wverc unlit. .,zi, and
that neo daily G.wo .x.:uh
to thetn colnuisu, Of t1gp

l1o!orOr hinaltruedis.Thuir
fi re-si.de bto ries v.ere alm-.otaceus-
sarily of thebloye-adr-
boues tian ve: rhecg
of meclancholie I1ýppiiness to ail sort!,
atnd conditions of mn and wurni.
Litzle wvonder is therc that our f-ore-
fathtrs wvarca terribly nerve-sliaz cr
lot, affthougli thcy fouglit great
bat tles, gave cach othur exceed ingly
lîardknocks, andi made a prodigious
di-,play of heroistu Nvhich required
Cxtce)siveý pluck and a libural -ul>ply
4)1 thiat \% e k uow as atiin.l c<Juragu.
'Iaking theni alU in aIl, hiow,:vtr,
and cxtencding to thellu as rntîeh
-harity t-ci;ta-roesg ni---t
filight to poss!S, we cati se tio

ieonfor e.ctolizg the *Go.ud ()Id

Tinies' ini which tbey lived. or for
fpreserving other than a pleasant
metuory of their botter side.

f But while wce coniplacecttly say
and thiuk ail this. niay it. not bc
well to ask ourselves the question,
whetber iii view of the fact that the
schoolniafter bas been so long
abroad in the land, wk, arc so cu-
tircly absolved frotu participation
i their dread o! the indlefinite, and
so ruuch suçerior to theni in free-
dot» froîn frc:iks of tlî imaigitiation,
asweoughttobe? Leteachptttthe
inittrrogation individually. How

i mauy of us arc actually above the
iinfluence o! superstitions feeling,

in anc shape or othor ? If we %were
&'l to candidly coufcss, each wvould
asiert that ho or she is not of the
mnubr. and that wve ill catch our-
selves tripping at titues in a mamier
flot vcry flattering to suif-estceni,
Perhaps no average person %vjutd
acktiovlcdge a betief in ghosts, or
p.,)fess a faith in spiritualisni, or
say tîtat * Spouks"* arc to be sen at
"the wvitchîing hour," travelling

arouud as unconeernedly as they
are sai(l to have donc two hundred
years ago. And yet we cati all
naine pcofle whîo are not quitu s0
pluek-y iii the dark as in the day-
light, v.ho fancy that there art
%w.eird sounds at night, wvho start at
a very salprovouation after suin-
sut, anîd %vlho, sitting alone %%hlen
miduiglît cornes, aon't likoe the-

thshtgof the wviud. in a ehirnnev,
the peck of a bird at the wîindow,
or thec rap o! a dog's tail 0o1 an out-
side plaîtk. XVe aret not actually
superstitious,-.of course not-but
we do sotactiriies ïlcw the reins o!
imlagînlatioti to batng loosely, and so
are mun away wvith bedore we know
what we arc about. So>nie puoolo
subotit to having thecir fortunes;told
by cards. but never b,';Iieve in such
foolishi performances, althougli they
bave knoivi things e'o foiîetold to
cotue ttue soinetitues. aîid hope. -
sîtigly hope-and not expeet, you
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