
20 CANADIAN CHURCH MAGAZINE

Rev. J. Ilines, receives no aid or recognition at
the hands of the different branches of the
Woman's Auxiliary, and would be very grateful
for sonie clothing.

After three days travel we arrived at Battie-
ford. H-ere the chief point of interest -was the
Indian Industrial School. This school hias beeii
open under che principalship of Rev. Thos.
Clarke, ever since x883, and lias done a very
good work. We hiad seen before Qu'Appelle
and Regina schools, and had often heard com-
pansons made, and we do flot hesitate to say
that Battieford Church Industrial School can
hold its own wvith any. The discipline is good
without coiving the children, the arrangement of
the dorrnitories wvas excellent. The children
are taught various useful trades, and during our
stay the carpenter and bis Indian pupils werc
away on Thunderchild's Reserve putting up a
new Instructor's house. Other boys are
taught farnîing or blacksmith's wvork, etc., and
the girls do the domestic work of the Institu-
tion.

Battleford bcing off the line of railway it is
flot hieard of so much, but wve strongly recom-
mend Church people to become acquainted with
this Church school, and perhiaps to, take in the
fortnightly paper published and printed at the
school, called I'l Th Guide."

It took us five -weary days travel to bring us
home to Touchwood His, but wve felt our jour-
ney had flot been invain, from the encoura£ Nnment
wve received from seeing the grand work the
church lias done and is doing in the Diocese of
Saskatchewvan.

THE BLACKFOOT MISSION.

,[XTY miles south-east of Calgary is the
Y Blackfoot Mission, i.c., the mission to,
Sthe ]3lackfeet proper, Mvhich -%vas begun
Sin 1883, wvhen I was sent out by the

SChurch Missionary Society, wvith in-
structions to proceed to ]3lackfoot Crossing and
Illabour ivith my own hands"1 in the erection of
a suitable dwvelling.

The journey from London, E ngland, to Black-
foot Crossing occupied six weeks, and the route
wvas via Ne'.' York, Chicago, St. Paul to, Helena,
wvhere the N. Paciflc thon ended, and froni
wvhicb place the journey of over 400 miles wvas
coinpleted by road, under a burnin.g sun by day,
and ivith the starry hieavens for a canopy by
nighit. On jUly 2oth, 1883, I arrived at tlue
J3laclcfoot Reserve. Thei Indiansw~ere aIl gath-
ered together to celebrate the Sun Dance, a
religious festival wvhicli I often describcd to, the
W.A. in Toronto. An enipty building stood on
the Reserve at that timie, erected by the priests
froni Fort Macleod. It wvas built the previous
year, wvhen a runiour reachied tlueir cars that a

Church Missionary Society missionary wvas ex-
pected. Two days after my arrivai the priests
arrived and set about nîaking their building hab-
itable, and evei since have had a man in charge.
Owing to, the influence of the priests oa Crow-
foot, I was not permitted to build in his camp,
but wvas told I might go to old Sun's camp
tweive miles above. Accordingly Old' Sun's
camp became the headquarters of the mission,
and surely this lirst attempt of the Romanists
to prevent our entering on the wvork hias been
overruled for good, for wbilst their mission has
nowv but few Indians around it, the Indians have
built ail round our mission, and no wvhere could
I iind a better spot for the headquarters of
our wvork than where we are estabiished to-
day.

My first wvork wvas to, buiid a house. There
being no suitable logs in the vicinity, I had to,
go to Calgary for them, and 130 miles east for
the shingies and other materiai. On October
6th, 1883, I took possession of the mission bouse,
having meanwhilc lived wvith. the govcrnment
men in a one-roomcd shack, wvhich had no floor
and but one smail window, and wvhich adjoined
the building wliere the cattle for the Indians
wvere butchered.

The winter of 1883-4 wvas spent in lcarning
the language from the people, for there wvere no
hielps, and in teaching school for the little ones.
Mvy furst attempts at Christian teaching wvere the
translation of little sentences sucli as "1God loves
mle," IlGod sces me," etc., wvhich I made the
chiidren repeat again and again.

The followving wvinter, 1884-5, I ýwas able to
find an interpreter, a hiaif-breed, wvhose mother
wvas an Indian woman, and I engaged irn for
a few months. The vocabuiary of wordsw~hich
I liad coliected by myseif, I theh revised wvith
bis hclp, and then set to work to, make a flrst
translation of St. Matthewv's Gospel. During
the winter this ivas completed, and the doing
it gave me a good insigbt into the grammar
of the language. But translating by aid of an
interpreter wvhosc knowlcdge of English Nvas
very poor, ivas no smail trial, and sometimes
an hour was spent getting one smali sentence
correctly donc.

Duning this wintcr I hiad services for the
Indians twice every Sunday, and the interpre -
ter lielped me. In the spring wvhen lie left me
I conîmencedto, do my own work; and since then
have always addressed the Indians wvithout an
interpreter's aid. The sumnnier followving wvas
that in wvhichi the rebeliion took place. Our
Indians wvere muchi excited, but the wvisdomi of
the governiment in looking after theni wvell and
putting them on double rations, prevented their
joining the northern Indians. It wvas, for a
wvhile, an anxious timie, but nk God, al
passcd over quietly. The only thing that miay
be said to, connect wvitli the rebeliion wvas the

robbery of the mission house late in the summer


