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Tu page 123 of the sama volume is a comparative statement of the
tesult of a trial of four different kinds by Col. LaCouteur. The
product of a kind ealled the Whitington was 33 bushels to the acre
and the net profit £2 7s, 6d.; wheroas the Bello.vue Talavera,
raisod on the seme kind of soil, snanured in the same manner, was
32 bushels to the acre and tha net profit .€8 12s, 0d. Il differ.
ence of product jn these cases is 30 striking as to make it evident
that very much depends upon the kind of whoat now produced in
England than formerly, is thought to be attzibuiable to the greates
attention givon to the selection of sced from the best and most pro.
lific varietios. Tho grain that ripens first in the ear and is sepa-
vated with the greatost case is the most propee for seed, as these
circumstances shiew that it is the most tnature, .4 change of soil
and climate has been highly beneficial to whoat. It seoms as ifit
wrere an inscrutnble law of nature that all seeds to maintaln their
vigour require a change of soil. The nature of the soll upon
whichi the seed is to be sown should however ba taken Into con.
sideration, and it is generally thought advisable to procure it from
Jand of an inferior quality, as well as from a drier or warmer cli-
ronte 3 for strong lands from poor light soils and for friable loam
from stiif clays—for dike from upland and vico versa. Wheat
valsed on burnt land on the mountainous parts of our own town-
ship lias also been strongly recommended for our old uplands and
dike. It is extremely important to the prescrvation of grain for
soud that it should be carefully guarded from dempness and heat.
ing. From experimentsmade in 1817 by the French Government,
it was found that grain which bas suffered a cuommencement of ger
mination rises orly in proporlion of one half of the sced employed ;
if strongly germinated in the proportion of 1.3 and if fired or
moulded of not more than 1-5,  Wheat has been known to vege-
tate when 5 years old, but in general it should not be sown when
more than one year old—seed should also be sclected with regard
to its ripening qualitics: some varictics being carlior thun others
by 8 weeks, ‘These different kinds ought by no means to bomixed
and sown together,  In such a field a part of the grain will be dend
ripe, while another part will be perfeetly green and not atall in a
fitstate to cut. It need hardly e said that the sced should be
plump and perfectly cleag.  Sume Farmiers scem to think that any
thing in the shapo of wheat, howcver imperfect or defective the
berry, if it will only grow, may be used as sced.  This is very mis.
taken policy, It is impossible that the young plant should be as
vigorous and perfect when springing from defective and shrunken
seed as when growing from that in which the peculiar principles of
the plant are fully develoyed, and the germination commences
without check or hindrance. The expediency of elean seed will be
admitted if we consider that weeds take strong hold of the land,
are hard to eradicate, and are astonishingly gross feeders, It would
be better for a farmer to pick over his sced wheat Ly single hand-
fulls than to sow tares, cadlock and other vegetable nuisances; but
the loss resulting from weeds will be hercafter more fully con-
sidered,

Tixte or sowisg.—In this Province much depends upon the
time of committing the seed to the ground, and expericnce has
proved that it is always desirable to sow our spring wheat: on the
frost. A little more seed may be required, but the larger produce
will in gencral make ample compensation.  The grain too has so
much longer time to grow as to be placed beyond the danger of
rust, which is hardly ever found to attack tke carly. sown wheat.
From statements made to me by different farmers it doet not scem
at all necessary to harrow the surface of the land at the time of
sowing in order to cover the seed.  Many have scattered the grain

on the snow—othera hiave thrown it on the hard naked sutface
wlhien tha hatrow could inake o impression § and in both eases as
good crops have been received as when the harrow was useds It
is immaterial too hiow wet or soft tho surface inay be at the time of
sowing, provided tue frost is still in the ground, and that no water
lizs been allowed to stand on the Iand.  The action of the (rost
seeins to answer every purpose of a liarrow and as it leaves the
soil, throws open its bosom and lets in the grain,  If the land be
well ploughed and the furrows well laid up, the grains when sown
will roll into the hollow patt of tha furrow slices, and as tha fros
mellows and pulverizes the soil, the tops of these furrows will fall
iuto the drills, as they may bo called and completely cover the
sced,  In addition to the action of the froat we genctally have
heavy rains in spring which wash into the soil whatever is upon i
surface, as they often wash out that which has been eazefully
coverad by the harrow, Iater in the scason. 1 would not however
Lo understood as lightly esteeming thie usa of the harrow at any
time. It can often be used Lefore the frost Is out of the ground
when the surfuce is sofiencd and drled by the sun and wind, andn
is unquestionably better, if possible, in all cases to cover the seed,
than to aliow it to remain exposed ot the surfece for an indefinite
timo; but I would not delay to sow in consequince of not being
able toluse the harrow immediately, whether the frost be i or out
of the land ; for should neither the frost nor wet weather cover the
sced, there always will be a time to harrow and a fow days expo-
suro of it cannot make any great difference. The advantages of
carly sowing sre obvious. The spring work is not only much
advanced and more time allowed for other indispensable operations
of the farm, such as preparing compost heaps, &c. buit the harvest
is thereby brought on at a time when the weather is generally
favourable and before the fall rains set in, which have frequently
injured and in somo cases entirely destroyed thecrop, Sowingon
the frost was, I believe, first introduced here on occasiou of in.
closing new Jands from thesea. These were 80 soft in the spring
as to render it impossible to take cattlo upon them after the frost
was out, until it became too late to saw wheat; and the farmen
were consequently obliged to sow while tho frost was still in che
Tand and the surfuco sufficiently hard to Lear up the team. At the
time of inclosing the Dead Dike on the Eastesn part of our Grand
Prairic this course was followed and it appeared to James Harris,
Esq. your present Secrctary, that it mighs be applied to the old
Dike or Grand Prairic and to all other lands, He immediately
acted upon the idea and found bis expectations fully answered, and
this has now become the invariable practice with many of our best
Farmers in this towaship. The early sown grain tov, belng ex-
posed to the spring rains is much more likely to come up—this
an important consideration, as Wheat has been known to bes
musted and spoiled by lying long in the ground before rain, thats
never came up atall.  This was the case with a good deal of the
sced sown last year after the spring rains were past, which wen
succceded by a long spell of dry weather.  Moisture is indispen.
sable to vegetation, After the frost has Ieft the ground, it ought
never to be worked or sown when it is wet and out of order.  Th
difference of a few days in this vespect is not cf auch consequence
and the farmer who waits for the proper period of sewing or plaot:
ing, has often the satisfaction of seeing his crop overtake and dit|
tance that of his more precipitate ueighbour,  While on this psr;
of the subject I cannot refrain, in passing, from agaia urging tht
immense importance of thorough ditching and draining, by whid
soils naturally cold and wet may be rendered not only more pro,
ductive, but fit for the reception of the sced several days cali

than if these are neglected.




