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SOME CANADIAN POETS.

IL. J0111 R{EADE.

Pcrliaps there may bc sanie doubt in the rninds of
many of miy rcadcrs as to wî:ictlîcr Mr. Sangster sheîîld
not have the second place among Canadian Poets in
prcfèence to the one 1 have chosen, and I confcss thc
choice %vas not an easy one to make; howver, thoughi Mr.
Sangstcr bias done more work and of miich more popular
style, yet bis poenis lack somcwhat of the classical strength
and-purity so apparent in Mr. Rczde's, for which reason I
have placcd the latter first, In 1870 Mr. Reade pubIlied
his only volume af poems 8o far, and from that date tilI
iSSo rnany a charniing littlc sonne ox pocni flowed fram
bis pen into the colunrins of the public press and became
a househiold mninory to more than one af his readers.
Since that date, lie lias been prevented by a busy editorial
life froni giving tîxe timne to poetry ivhich bis talents cer-
tainly deserve. Let us hiope that some day not far distant
ivill sec a second volume appearing under blis name. AIr.
Reade i5 evidently a man of no mean learning and bis
muse is an cducatcd anc, wlîicb at once places him above
the untaughit genius struggling %vith thoîîghts and feelings
whicb lie lias neyer learncd how ta express. Mis longcst
*poeni "llie Pr-opItcsy of iMe-lin" îias written wh'ile
Prince Arthur n'as here in Canada, and at that time an
impression prevailcd iii sorte circles tbat hie niight remain
as aur permanent ruler. Had bie donc so, the pocn wvould
have had a point which it lias ta a certain extent lost.
But yet there arc many beauties and original idcas througbi-
out die whole poemn that r2tnder it niuch mare than a nicre
capy ai Tennyson's ldylI (in which style it is written), and
ivithout îvbicli it wculd perlîaps bec dispicasing by com-
parision witi' tlîc great prototype. The plan af the poem
is.as follo,.s: Aiter thiedcparturc cf Arthur. in the barge
îvitb the tlirc queenis, ta the land ai Avalon, Sir liedivere
is left alone ta mourn iii utter dispair; unito ii Mecrlini
appcars and f---tclIs tic future aI Britain under Kelts
Northmcn, Saxons, flancs, and Normnans, and lîoiv tbcy
aIl blcnd inta anc rniglity nation. The tlîrce queens lie
saîv in the barge with Arthur shall reign as Elizabeth,
Mary, and Anne, and thcn aftcr rnany years shail corne
another,

And she, the fou rtb fair ternant 'of the throne,
Heir ta the ripe fruit of lang centuries,
Shial reign o'cr such ail E nîpire, and lier niame,
Clasping the trophies af ail agcs won
By knightly deeds ini every land and sc-.
Shah! Le VICTORI.

Her long and prosperous reigri is describel iii fitting
language and tliien cames the point of« the whole pocnî iii
the naine Arthur af anc o aiber sonis wl'bo is ta inherit the
grecatncss and gaodness ai bis distant predecessor in
ruling -a Wcstcni land, Canada, wvhich is yet unknown.

Mlany cf the best pocmis tlîat follow are upon Scrip-
tu-al subjects, anc af wvhich, "« Rizrt " ivili be foind cisc-
%viiere quotcd iz, ltoo. Most cf thc others are aIse cex-
cellcnt aniong theni w~e ma), mention Vasiti, BaUaim
Jubat, anid Sisera.

Mr. Reade docs net often indulge in a portrayal af the
tender passion " but whcn lie does, it is with considerable

grace and skill ; witncss the fahlowing extract frora" Good

Ohi ! I an, vcry loncly, missing the
Yet, mnorning, noon, and niglit, swcct memories

Arc ncstli:îg round thy naine within my hcart,
Like summcr birds in frozen w~intcr wvoods.

Good niglit! Good nijlitt! oh, for the mutual word!
Oh, for the Ioving pressure af thy hiand I

Ohi! for the tender parting of thine eyes!
God blcss thce, love, ivlierever thou art! Good niglit.

The patriotism and loyalty af the mni are every whcre
apparent, and tîi- is very rcfreshing in ai- age wvben the
good aid fashioncd rayalisin is only a thing te bc laugbed
at, and (Ioi'nrighit treason is perniittcd iii the pulpits,
and press, a,îd tipon the public platforn. I this con-
tiectian wc rnay mention the following poemns, 21Wakspere,
'1'he Fenian, Raid, Dontinion 1"-.y, and two Poems on
the Prince af Wales. But perhaps it is in translation that
Mr. Reade lias found bis special forte. Those grand
passages ai Hoîner's Illiad telliiîg ai tic parting ai Andro-
inache and Hector are given by liii iii Enigisi verse se
good that thcy lose hardly any, i L auglit, ai tleir original
beauty. Who does înat remember the graplîic scenc liere
traîîslàted.

-And ini the arms
0f bis dcar wifc lie placcd tlîe little cliild.
Slie cîasped the treasure ta lier fragrant brcast,
Tearfully siniling. Aîîd lier liusband's seul
Wzas touched with pity, and lie îîurscd lier hand,
And cal lcd lier by lier name: lAtîdronaclie,
My love, fret net thyself too mucbi fer me!"

and again, the followinig fo îdoaîslmn o
lier dcad lîusband.

Then ta bis widowcd mother ai in tears,
My boy iil camle, my swcet Astyanax,
Who erstwlîilc, fa, îdled on lus fathiers k:îcc,
Shared iii the chioicest tit-bits ai the board;
And wlicn, at eve, blis cliildisli prattie crased,
Lulled by bis tender nurse, bis little lîcad
Rcposcd on clowny pillow, and blis clicek,
Glowcd %vitIî the silit pîcasure ai lus lieart.

l'arts also ai the chorus taken froni the Agamemnon ai
.Aschiylus lie lias beautifully transiatcd, along ivith sev-
cr-al more cxtracts fram the lliad aiîd parts ai Eu..pides,
Uoracc, Virgil, Ovid, and a feîv Frenchi autbor.

IHere we quote in full bis pein, cntitled Rizlp«kt ; ta any
anc at aIl acquaiiîtcd witîî the Old Testament sto'ry it
nccds no cxplani~don.


