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ON THE APPLICATION OF FARM
4 CAPITAL.

—

" BY ALFRED C. TUHOMAS, ESQ., WINDSOR.

2

* The great difficulties to be overccme
.in American Farming, and the generally
‘unsatisfuctory results obtained, have
-hitherto offered alinost insurmountable
" obstacles to the investment of capital in
this importaut branch of industry. Tn
treating of this subject, it would be as

= well to examine, in the first place, what

aro the advantages to be derived from
the investment of capital in agriculture
in this country, or in England. Where a
disease isknown to exist in the human
body, it can only be treated successfully
by medical men by a thorough kuowledgo
of its tendencies, cffects, &c. With re-
gard to farming, if eight or teu intelli-
gent men were asked to put on 2 piece

" of paper their reasons why farming can-

not be successfully prosecuted in Nova
Scotia, the chauces are thatnot any three
of them would agree, one would say, a
want of mouey, another the high rate of

, wages, another want of a good market,

another too short seasons, and then the
uncertainty of crops growing, and other
Teasons. Whero there issuch aa extreme
diversity of opinion, and ail these objec-

tions have been offered to the author by
intelligent men, over and over aguin, it
would ceriainly be advisable, before
offering any advice as to the successful
prosecution of farming, to endeavaur to
to lay bare the sore, and ascertain what
really are the greatest difficulties the
would-be-farmer has really to contend
with in Nova Scotin. We may at once
say that this article refers to those
who would be willing to invest capital,
in this business, with the olject of
making it remunerative, and does not ap-
apply by any means to a large class of
farmers that at present exist, we mean
small farmers working their own farms,
employing little or n laborers, and gen-
crally consuming nearly all they raise.
These men must be generally classed
with the small tenant farmers of Europe,
and it can only be a question of time as
to how long it will be before their hold-
ings will be absorbed by large farms,
and the condition of the original holders
improved by those who can invest more
capital and skill. Neither do these re-
marks apply to any country whero the
remnant of a virgin soil still exist,swhere
the operations of the furm are simply con-
fined to sowing and ga'lering, with satis-
isfactory returns. Men naturally prefer
! working for themselves, but this day has

long gone past in Nova Scotia, and per-
haps in far more of the differeut States of
the Union than our neighbors would be
willing to acknowledge; neither do we
refer to Dyke Lauds, as they can only be
locked upon, as managed at pre~cut, as
receptacles for so much invested capital,
the only difference being that tho pro-
prietor can  iucrease his veturns by
turning what labor he has control of to
good account. Referring to the difforens
objectiors offered to farming, we can only
touch lightly on oncor two, as they
come more under the head of practical
farming. Want of mouey eripples many
farmers, but, as the whole tendency of
of this article is to show in what way a-
f-rmer can mahe the most of what captal
he has control of, I need not vefer to itat
present. The objection to farming on
account of the high rate cf wagesis a
a serious one, but we judge too much by
the English standard, wlere they have
been too low for the iuterest of every
one. Wo cannot understand on what p-in-
ciple a half-fed man, one whose v ole
carnings went to support his family, leav-
ing himself barely the necessaries of life,
could be sent into the felds to follow a
well-fed spirited pair of horses Il day,
and do justice to himself aud Lis em-
ployer. But the objection to high labor



