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tho thanks of the Association to Measrs,
West & Co.

Mr. Axford re.d his report ol the
mothod of handling and packing the
prize fruit, as follows :—

Tur Rectory, ConrNwaALLIs,
November, 1882,

According to the request sent by adver-
tisement for compelitors for prize ofiered by
Nothard & Lowe, of London, England, to~
best ten barrels of Ribston Pippins, [ forward
rou a bricf statement of my method of pack-
ing and marking apples tor market.

Picking—"The fruit is band picked from
off tho tives singly and carcfully into buskets
which are carefully emptied into apple
barrels closs at hand, n the orchard
§cxcluding all wormy fruit, to prevent good
ruit being defaced by the worms in fruit bin.)
Thence they are taken to the fruit recin, and
carefully placed in the fruit bins, where they
ars allowed to sweat and remain until
required to be put up for the market.

acking and Marking~1 secure, if pos-
sible, air-tight barrels, believing that the
mors the air is excluded from the fruit the
better it will keep anywhere, aund especially
as freight in a vessel. Having obtained the
barrels, I numbar the botton. and sides
before I remove the bottoms, to secure the
right ones when heading up. I then nail
the heads and tilge hoops sccurely, taking
care that no nail points are exposed inside
the barrcl. 1 then place a thin layer of
excelsior shavings inside on the Lead of the
barrel, line it with white paper, placing some
upon the excelsior, and procedd to pack the
fruit, marking in pencil the intended quality
on each barrel to avoict any mistake when
labelling. When sorting fruit I choose some
of the brightest and best for heading with,
so that when it is opened it may appear
desirable, and ask w be poured out for
inspection, I lay the first two layers of fruit
with tho stems down, (they show up when
the barrel is opencd) placing them in tightly,
after which I cavefully put in the best'from
the basket, putting in perfect fruit in form,
and of uniform zize for the first quality;
shaking the barrel occasionally that the truit
might settle. When full T put in some of
smaller size to ill up the spaces, and plaze a
layer of white paper over all, before I'put in
the bottom of the barrel, or as it is termed,
head up, which operation 1 perform with the
screw header (M. C. Bacon’, Falmouth,
which took the prize at the Kentville Exhi-
biffon, where I bought it Ilaving got the
bottom in place through steady pressvre and
gentle tapping of sides of barrel all round,
and otherwise shaking the barrel to getapples
solidly in place, I put the hoops on and
secure by nails, using stout shingle nails for
bottom hioops, and either large tacks or small
1ath nails, as the hoops wmay requive, for the
bilge. After which they are marked by
stencil plates with the name and quality of
fruir, name of grower, and locahity of grow.h,
and forwarded to murket, secking for as good
a price as is going,

Frep. J. H. AxForp.
-,

This report induced considerable dis-
cussion. Mr. Longley suid he beliaved
apples were best packed immediately in
the barrels from the tree, being assorted
from the picking bascats. They look
much fresher when spread than when

placed in hins or heaps, and pa-ticularly
the more tender varieties a3 Native Spys
or Bellefleurs,

Mr. A. A, Pineo endorsed the views of
My, Longley, He had tried this plan
and found it very satisfactory.

Mr. Isanc Shaw said apples should be
headed at once, and not left in the bin to
sweat, as it is called,

C. R 1. Star appreved of packing
dircetly in tho barrels when practicable,
but when there were hundreds of bavrels
to be guthered, it could not be done to
advantage  on  account of the tiwme
required,  They 1must bo housed a3
rapidly as possible, and could be sorted
during weather not propitious for guther.
ivg.  He eollured apples in both hard
atd soft waml barrels, and found the
soft wood harrels all had to bo re-filled,
while those in hardwoud retmined full
and tresh.

My, Parker’s seport was read and
favorably commented upon.  The above
reports were ordered fo be placed on file
for further reference,

It was resolved that the time for
holding the Winter Exhibition be left
with the executive, with the understand-
ing that it be held during the meoting of
the Central Board of Agriculture.

The election of officers was proceeded
with. The President intinmted hio desire
{0 be relieved of the duties of the
position ; and thy Secretury said, as he
expeeted to bo absent frow the Provinee
for some months, it would be wise to
appuint some one in his place. The
following named wero then elected :—

President—Avard Longley, Paradise.

Secretary—C. R. H. Starr, Port Williums,

Vice-Presidents.—Kings—1. ., Parker,
Berwick ; Annapolis— I'. 8. Whitman, Anna-

olis; Hants—G. C. Wiggins, Windsor;
Y)i by—Dr. Morse, Weymouth; Yarmouth
—C. E. Brown, Yarmouth; Queens—I. H.
Dunlap. Liverpoo}; Lunenburg—dJudee Des.
Brisay, Lunenburg ; Colchester—Israc* Long-
worth, Trure, Dicton—T. M. McDonald,
Durbam; Cumberland— Charles Atkinson,
Macean; Cape Breton—J. B. Jackson,
North Sydney ; Shelburne— \V. F. MeCoy,
M. P, P; Autigonish—"T. M. King, Anti-
gonish; Guysborough—James A.. Fraser,
MPP

Standing Committee on  Fruit—R. W.
Starr, C. 2. Brown, A. H. Johuson, C. R. H.
Starr, Isanc  Shaw, Benjawin Stareatt,
Robert Marshall.

Connnittee on  Publication—Prof. Higains,
Avard Longley, R. WL Starr, AL 1 Jolinson,
C. R. I Starr, Revs. J. R. Hart and F. J.
H. Axtord.

Auditors. —George V. Rand and George
Wallace.

Resolved, ‘That in the estimation of this
Association, the time has arrived when it is
absolutely necessary that a frost-proof ware-
house shonld be provided in connection
with the railway at Halifax, for the better
protection of Jwrislmble produce, more par-
ticularly that designed for export during the
winter months.

There was an animated disoussion
upon this resolution, which passed unan-
imously, and a special comuwitiee, con-
sisting of the President, Secrotary, V.
H. Allison, M. P. P.,, W. H. Blanchaxd,
Windsor, Rev. Mr. Axford, Cornwallis,
was appointed to take it in charge,

The Secretary asked for intormation
upon Quinco culture. R, W, Stare said
ho thought they required surfitco culture.
Dr. MeLatehy said much depended upon
the suil ; they require moist soil. L, L.
Smith said he had transplanted his
quince trees from light soil to black mud,
utd they were doing well now.  William
Satton said he had grown qainces fur
thirty years upon light sandy loam,
wanured on the surface, Ifs considered
them a profitable crop.  IHad sold them
at auction in lalifux for 35 conts per
dozen. Lev, Mr, Hart taid ho had seen
the best success when rock weed was used
fur wulch. A, H. Johnson said he
attributed Mr. Sutton’s success to his
having ruised his own trees.

T. . Smith asked for information as
to the best varieties to graft in kis nur.
sery.  A. . Johuson said graft Ribstov
Pipping, but don't sell Ribstons to bo
planted in light soil, Baldwins, Non-
pareils, Golden Russets, King of Tomp-
kins and Blenheim Pippins,

The Secretary endorsed tho last
speaker’s views, excopting as to Baldwins ;
they fruited too irregularly.

R\, Starr alluded to the difficult
growing of Nouparei! and Ribston Pip-
pin trees satisfactorily, and advised
plauting a yportion of Gravensteins in
every orchard,

Rev. M+ Axford said his Nonpareil
trees in the shelter of the pines wero full
of fruit, while those in the open had fow.

Mr. Longley said he found Blenheim
Pippins a very fine apploe, Lué recom-
mended growing Gravensteing and Non-
parcils for profit. Orehardists were prone
to plant too many Kkinds; four or five
varieties were enough.

Mr. Rand said it was the duty of the
nurserymen to guide the purchaser in the
selection of suitable sorts to meet the
adaptability of their soils. It was great
folly to plant too many kinds.

Mr. Smith recommended planting a
portion of Gravensteins. _

Mr. Longley asked for information as
to when apples should be picked for
foreign shipment, He thought it best to
pick them a little green.  There was dan-
gor of leaving Ribstons on the trees too
long, but Baldwins should be kept on
trees as long as weather would permit.

Some discussion upon pruning ensued.
Late spring pruning was recommended
to set trees bearing.

Zhe Secretary spoke of the dauger of
sprouts from trees not grafted below tho



