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Thuis iiiiust be our startiiig point if
we wish. to gain such for Christ, wve
muiist gladIly reognize this, lay hold.
of! it, aIs Paul -%votu1d have donc, as a
door for the entrmnce of our Chiris-
tian faith-as a foundation wvhereonl
to build the Christian fabric. XVe
are le-arning to see in every religion
mi1e of the divers mniers in which
{4'od ]las at sundry timies spokzen to
inen-one of the chiannels throtgh
vihiclî men lhave beoit seekiîg the
Lord, if happily they mighit -find
[unii. We are learîîing to seein all
the widely varying(_ faithis of the

ages and the races of man stages iii
the self-revelation of (God, stelis iii
thi, religions ediucatioji ând develop-
mnit of inankinîd. We are leariiig
to seec iii heathenl religions nîo less
than ini the .Jewish, sehoolimasters to
bring meni to (.iiùst.

The study theui of other faitlis be-
sides and beside our ownfîsam e
vindication iii the conviction that,
iii every religrion there is truthi
that inankind wauts. truth of t-'od.

But we have another strong rea-
son for the stiidy of othier religions
to-day ; not, becauise of the triith
that is iii thein, l)ut becauise of the
too great ligflit and the too iiiiel
truth that it bas becoie custoînlary
iii sone quarters to, attribute to
theni. The w;iy ini which the ad-
vocates of Christianty for a. long
tiie igynored, other fai ths, rcf tsed to
Iookz into thiiem, regardied theni with
w'vithi a hiaughty Colitempt -ana iii-
fallible superiority, and that too
often ini eulpable and woeftil ig-

norance of whlat they were anid wvhai
they taughlt produced, a reactioi-
a most natural reaction. We need
îîot wonder that iii fair thoughitful
ininds the sense of justice and of
truth, tos;ay nothiiîg of chaLrity, wVa,
aggr-:eved-mîid as, is frequently the
case, circuinstances were coinpletely
altered the danger wvas reversed-the
danger began to arise, ilot froni the
ignoring bat froin the itnduly mnagl-

nlifyingc of the heathen religyions.
'Ple tendency arose to, platce soîne of
these rel.;"ionls not Gonly on the sauli
plane wvitlî Christiani;y but on. a
higher pinîiacle. Voices have beeiu
heard, and. ini these days of suii(
widespread I iteratu re, heard,by Lhoms-
ands, claiing a superiority for the~
sacred books of the i3rahmians over
the Serptures of the Old Testament.
and a moral sulericrity for Ji3ddlîa
and Conpiciiîs over the Aposties of
the iNew~ Testamument aifîd even Christ
iiself. When we find. one of our

foreinost English scholars writin-g
suchl a poeni as -'TlielighIt of Asia.
aîîîounlting alnîost to Ic deificatiou of
.luddha, wvhilst we know at tlbr
saine tinie that lie wvould iefusc tu
admjit the 1)ivinity of Christ-Whenl
wve find bîini averringy tiiat more thau
a tlîird of inianinid owe their mioral
anîd religious ideas to i3uddha. and
w'hen lie furtîter tells us that Budd-
hials personality caniiot but appear
the hioiîest, grcatest holiest, nt
bemieficient, with omie excep)tion, iii

-Ilie hiistory of thioiight-whleii lie
cdaimls for Jiuddhisinu iot onlly tbce
reveremîce due to grea t antiquit.


