
Eiza'6d4e Barrett' B3rozvnin o'.

Greek student, this strange drearner, frei the i7epose of an invalid's
chair deterrnitied te work eut fur hetrsLif boîne -if Vie probleins of life
and sing their auswer to the N% orld. It seenied a bold anîd p)ronton
undertaking, especially for one reinoved frei the ordinary ways of
men, and shut up te tlie coiinl)atiioiislip of books and the play of
lunrestrinied imagination. Buit iL wvas net miade in a spirit of moere
ernpty egotisin. Miss I3arrctt feit, as coiiseiotisly as the.old Iibrew
seers, Il the buiden of the Lord ;" anîd belioving thLL slie liad a
Divinie word te speak te mnankind, slie had no thought ef death Lili
lier task, was dulic. It the absorbilig pssioi Of lier weork slie ceuld
resigul aliîuost without a pang the g fts of physieal hewalth, anîd feel ne0
elnvy lis she hienri the ofnag.hei pleJda%i'e leneatti lier p~rison~-
wall, since lier soul ivas ri(liiug triniîlîanititv lu the chiariot or' God.

It is scarcely possible to over-estiiaite i lho valtxe of this siito?
hieroismn ii the ecarlier car-eer of the lioetezss. Ltf we conîsider the
usuil ell'ects of years of pain anîd wckîess shahl be better ale
te appreciate eue of the înest reniarkable triuuîîhs iu the aunlais of
librature. -LoTt that Mfiss Barrett, is absoltitely vîufîno iii lier
work by the conditions under wichl lb w'as conceived and brouglht te
perfection. Most of lier carlier poems reveal a sensitive, delicate
nature shut eut fromn the vision of this world, and introduced te a
inore viv' d realization of tliat atler world froîîî whicli siekness lias
passedi away. Soinetimes they are vague and ethiereal, and thîe
reader would almost tire the winged I'egasus if lie atteinpted te sear
into thiat nebulous regien, of lierc thoughit,--

When for eartb too fancy loose,
And tao low for beaven.it

But the remankable fact is net thiat we should discern at time.s the
tremblingy hand and the eycs raisod ýoingiigly te hieavein, but Jiat
there sheuhd bo se littie trace ef' that nîorbid self'-analysis or bitter
repiniigs with whichi weaker ids, uîîder far less provocation,
%voulc1 bave been sure te inflict seciety. Sydney Sînith descnibes a
friend of his as liaviiug lus intellect <- imiproperly exposed ;"and thore
are a -reat inany instances of siilair indelicacy in. certain kinds of
poetie literatiure. It is, te b.e feared that, %euien niust take thocir
share of blame for this fault, w'hicl frequently assumnes a r,-ligious
form, se thiat, if any one liad the bad taste or uicliaritableness, to ex-
amine its miaiun features, hie would bc obliged te conclude thiat .ceod-
ness, on the w~liolo, wvas rather unhecalthy and by ne ineans athnted
for a, person wlio seexned likely te linger fer soino Lime ua this Side


