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MIr* larrett's tale is Qne of Rýouie in the timie of Nero. The
tyraîît hiniseif is described not flattcrinz1v, anîd other historical
characters depicted are lus second w'ife Poppaca and luis infami-
ous muinister, Tigellinus. Inîagilnary courtiers, muale and
femiale, are introduced, clotlied with. ail the luxuries and vices
of thieir age; and a. band of Christiaus, under the leadiership
,of an agcd dlisciple uuanied Favius, piays a part in the draina.
But the central figures iii tle tale are a beautiful Christian
maiden and orpluan called ïMercia, and Marcýjs; the cluief patri-
cian and prefect of. Ronie, a pagaa and a voluptuary, but with
a sotul for higylier things. In bis capacity as prefect, lie wvas
disposcd to deal ieniently wvith. the Cliristians, especialiy since
lie bccamie acquainted with Mercia, wliose beauty an(i ptîrity
attracted him. Iu his endeavors toý favor theni ami save lier,
lie uvas opposed by the cruel and profligate Tige1inus, a cui-
nirg and unscrupulous rival. M\,arcuis' love for the Chiristian
maiden aiso brouglit upon him the jealousy of Poppaea aiid

other ladies of rank. The story of the intrigues and adventures
wvhicli tlue opposing principles of love and hiate led to is ' gra-
phically told. The coxustaucy of the martyrs aiso is pleasingiy
depicted, anud the? climax is reached, wvhen, unable, to save the
pure objcct of luis affection, ïMarcus avowed himiself a Cliris-
tdan an(l verislied wvith lier in flie arexua. Iu describing the
scenes of one of the inost immoral periods of Ronian historv.
tiiere is abundaut rooni for coarse laxuguage and inuniiodest
suggestion, but 11r. Barrett, perliaps by virtne: of luis art, care-
fully avoids anything of the kind, refusing to condescend ta
auuy particulars of tlue vices whicli lie exposes and reprobates.
The toue of the wvhole book is tluat of a reverent Chiristian, ini

earnest symupatliy -with the struggles and sufferiugs of tue
early CIuurclu.

Anthony Hope lias written aiuotlîer book, wluiciî is beiuug
well boonued. Tie Frederick A Stokes Comupanuy of 'Neiv
York pubiish it on this side of the Atlanutic in a sixty-five cent

paper editioîî of .3o6 pages and nuany illustrations by XVeclusler,
wvhoever lie iiav be. It is called Pliroso, a romance. Messrs
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