3 - Winter Sports in Montreal. -

.’ AN ARTICLE THAT WILL BE READ WITH INTEREST BY ALL CURLERS, HOCKEY ‘.
’ PLAYLERS, SKATERS, SNOWSHOERS, SKIERS AND THEIR FRIENDS.
)
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WOMEN AS CURLERS.

’l‘liN vears ago, possibly, the idea ot women being willing,
much less competent, to curl, to soup up stones and ply
the nesoms, would have been greeted with derision

But this is an age of progression, and we e madually
learning that the athletic sports are, indeed, few which are not
entered into sud enjoyed by wonen  Aud learnig acgmed
wadually is apt to be valuable, and ot no bittle aceount; tor
we measme our capabilities before we test our powers, amd, in
so doing, are prevented from undertaking anvthing unsmtable
or that we may vregret.

To Montreal belongs the not anenviable distinetton ot being
“he first eity in Canada to possess o cuthng ela’s tor women,
and November 1, 1891, was the nrthday ot the Loclies” Mont.
real Curling Club, To Mrs, EC N Whitehead, ., 15 due the
ongin ol such s scheme: for, m spite of much adyverse ertticisn,
she called asmall mecting ofintnnate tricads,aad made haown
to them her ideas on the subject. T was it ac tine when golt
wits  becaming most popular, and those who cagoyad ths
eaercise throughout spring, summer and autumn, haded with
delight the prospeet of participating in some vigotons sport
during the long winter months. The Monteal Cutling Club
came forward readily with an otfer of their rink and dohghttal
club rooms,  And the much-tidked-of cub beciune an actual
fact.

Mrs. Whitehead was clected paestdent by acclamiation, and
has filled that position ever
sinee, to the ntimost satistac.
tion of all the memhers, and
to the benefit of the organi-
zation. The membarship hist
contained hut 25 names the
first vear, ad e
vear showdd but a small
wmercase. The thud aear.
however, it rase to 70,
then it was thought wise to
restrict the numha o 75
In 1895 1t was fouud neces
siry to allow 100 members
to join, and there s, not
withstanding, a lengthy
waiting hist of those eager to
take part in tlus most fasei-
nating game.

seeond

The mornings set apant
for the club are Monday
and  Thursday  throughout
the season, but those whoe
wish to nlay on other morn
ings scldom find any difhi-
culty about doing so. On
these particular morings it
is usual for everyone to turn e -
up. and rvefreshiment in the
shape of tea, sandwiches, cte., 15 provided, constituting what
our American friends are tond of calling a “luneh,” cven
though it were eaten at 12 o'clock pan,

To o into a detailed account of the by-daws and consti-
tution would he wearisome. Suflice it to say that the annual

weneral meeting is ield on April 3 for the reeption of reports
s election of officers, and @ weekly meeting every Monday at
11 o'clock . As o general rule, women ave supposed to he
seldom qualitied for an able administration of businessmatters,
and, conscequently, *he ranning of @ club upon a successful
financial basis,  The Ladies® Montreal Curling Club has «one
much to disprove this ertoncous idea. At the thivd annnal
meeting held Jast April, everything was found to be in @t most
lourishing condition, eminently satisfictory to comnittee and
menhers. “The olice bearers for this season of 1899-1900 are
as follnwess

President, Mres, EC L Whitchead , vice-president, Mes G H,
Duggean 3 seeretary, Miss Jean Tyre; treasurer, Miss Mae-
phason ; rvink  committee, Mrxo Shearwood, Miss Caro

Brainesd, Miss Bond, aud Miss Belle Oswald.

Natur. My, as the ladies o Montreal wae the pioneers off
curhing, tor the first few years wmatchescould only be played one
nink against another—a fricndly imitaton, therefore, of civil
war. But numerous competitions were indulgedin, and interest
amd combition thus fostered. The first competition was for
stones presented by Colonel Garduer it was won by Miss Bond,
who has ever sinee kept the reputation she then carned for
excellent play. Duating the second year Miss Caro Brainerd
was victorious several times, and Miss Tyre, Mres, Lyle
Davidson (Miss BB, Hutehins), Miss Maepherson, Miss Oswald,
Miss Dunlop, Miss Salnl Jobason, Miss Hamilton, Miss E,

ARENA HOCKEY RINK, MONTREAL
Built fu 1808, eapuecity, 10,000,

Sclater and Miss M R, Macpherson have all been suceessful in
carrving off prizes, presented by various friends.

The ladies do not abwavs play alone.  Mixed teams, formed
from the Ladies’ Club and the Montreal Club, frequently meet
in well-matched contests; for altthe men have always exhibited



