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Trials of a Beginner.

E. W. 'ritwOAs.

Asý a lieinner 1, like ail otlier novices iu
tho enc of p1flately, ex1 acrienced 111.ny,
trials and tribulations; but the iiiistakes 1
made only endeared nie the imore to our
beloved pursunit. I Ceoaunî1eîîccd collectinoe
iu 1892 by selectingr tho cheaper gial of
foreign stamnus off appro val sheots.

1 liad often hourd of valuahie fimîds of oid
stamj's and one day with nîy uîind flIod
wlth great ideas of conque4t, I nuade aL raid
uipon sorne old trtînks in the garret, where
after severai boni-s of rumaging 1 was
iowarded for iny trouble biy the finding of
a three cent red 1861. 1 -%as greatly
elateti rver my find for 1 thoîight I lîad
d,'-eovered IL rare stainp, Nvhic1,, because I
lmd found it iii an old garrot thereby
havinig kin old look and by the fact that
it hàd boeîî used during tho war, made it

appear valuable to my eyem.
As 1 did not colleet Uiîîted StaLtes

stamps I thonght hyselling- iny valuable()
stamp that 1 iniglit, hc ale to increase my
collection exte,îsively. W'ith that end, in
vicw I wrotc a draier "who hought rare
t3tumîs for cashi" cenelosiaig the -ta:ip and
the iicdes rcquOse-t thînt lie should send
twao dlollars in !iaylie<it fiir the. stainp. It.
is needlesi ti a\ Ilat, Ias al d isap-
îsîîîîted whenl I reeti.eîl theu rcjdy thnt the
<Itiler cmîlcl tot. ise the sUanqhl) ILt the price
.SLtt, for durin., the iliîtervl lîctween
,flic scndlii1111 t

t
îc IIITival of tho letter I

îad inuit îuy c ilitk )I fpntlic ninor l
which I wonld s;acnd the rnoney. I thoîaght
the detller h-si ini-ssed the chance of his life
hy not buying- thc stamp, s0 I wrotc
another deiler ln order LIant ho inigbt takc

advantage of my liberai offer.
A-alîî 1 rcceived a negativo roî.ely, but

undaunted 1 wroto -several other tlaLlers

eacli time receiving the saine aLnswer. 1
wa~us aîow coînpluely discouraged anîd the
zeauder. iiay tnt %vnfitr that Jny faithi ilà

p>lilzLttly was somewhiat shatteîed. 1
t.hougpht it wILs not what it wvas "crae-ked
u 1 to b.

I hiad hoeard that there was a staiflJ col-
lector ln a neighboring town, so lhappeing
to, go therc on a visit I rcsolved to visit the
eollootor and show lîim my preolous -threo
cent red. With faltering footstops 1 was
ushered into his presenco, where I wa4 ro-
ceived with a friendly sinile and kindly
salutation. But alas! for my exultant
hopes. When I asked hlmi what hie paid
for speeimens of xny vr.riety, I was riiariy
struckdunibby the reply that he paidflfteen
cents per hundred. TI'le good main noticcd
my situation and inquired what the trouble
was. Then followed the sad tale as told
above, after which -with a few kind words
frore the dealer I departed with a iiandful
of coinmon stalaîps aaîd a pocket full of
oxperielîce.

The blaaak albums are bcuning more
î>opîîlar m4 tîto vears pass hy. Timne was
%%,len tlîey were altgetiier unknown, or
like their coîîtent-s tooked upon only iLs

etiiriositiosi. Tho beauties ani advaîî-
tiges (if tlii4 form of albuma havc beoiî

rtj<-îcll lscoatcdA ujun, and it is a

fLet patenit to ill, tlî:t fine spocianens,
aititially nuniuted. on hcavy ivory

papot-, (Io ccrtaiuty make a inost imag-
ulifiaccaît and iinposiîîg ap rno-RS.
Baker.
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