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nacity wi' which my respected uncle, Guvin
Glendinning e'l Meirose, stuck to bis pig-tail, or
tic. IlNa, Doctor!"I qiset Gavin te thse minis-
ter, visa vas advising bins te amputate the ap-
pendage. " Na, Doctor, it wiii gang wi' me ta
thse kirk-yard 1 The savaury Ralpb Erakine
bad a tie vhilk reacbed baîf way doan to bis
latter end, and 1 canna' gang far vrang in fol-
Ioving sic an ortbedox exemple. iVben ye
preacis me as suppy and unctueus a sermon as
the vershest o' Ralpb's, 1'11 divorce my talle
but ne' tili thon !"

DecTe. -Did tbe divorce ever tuke place?
LAIRD.-If ye had ever beard tbe thon mess

John o' Meirose bold forth, ye nover would bue
spcered sic a neediess question! My bonest
uncie died as hoe bad lived, leaving strict injunc-
tiens in bis wiii thut tise tic vas te accompany
bim ta the grave

Doaou.-Let it repose in tise coffin viserc it
found a sanctuaryl1

LÀnsD. -No' sue fast, auld Paregarie! The
pig-tail nover obtained permission juta that grim
ark! When the carpse vas gunging tao kist-
cd, it vas diseovcred thut the tie vas sae stiff,
that it couldua' be doubled up. Aceerdingly,
Samuel Shavings, tise undertaker, hud te bore
a bale in thse heud o' tise coffin, threugh visici
the uffair projocted like a ratton's fud! Weel
do 1 mind the graceleas cheers o' thse reprobate
schuil laddios, ut the sigbt o' thse familiar peu-
dulosity wag-vaggirig frac helov tie mort-cletb!

DOCTe.-If a' tales be truc, thut is ne lie!

LAIInD.-Confound the vagabond 1 Does hoe
mean ta insinuate that a ruling eider couid tell
a hec!

DoCrOsI.-WhY, if Robert Baurns is ta be cre-
dited, persenatgeS ef an ecclesiasticai status,
evenl mare exalted, nMay bo guihty of sucb a
backshiding! hlave yeu forgotten tise pungont
liues in leDeats and Dr. Hornboak ?"-

"lEven minaters, they hae boan kenn'd
In holy raptUr9,

Aronelng whld, ai timea, te Vend,
Ând uawlt wi' Scriptural

MAjoI.--Somovhat tea luch Of this! 1
bereby throw davu tise baton, and preclaim this
uLnprafitable dueiho at u end. Sisut up, San-
grade!1 Net anether word out of your bond,

Bannie Broes, or thse cau of tartie soup visicis
Mr. Leask sent this nfternOOn1 shall romain un-

broached!

LAiaD.-But oniy consider the provocation!1
Wbat wiii the Session gay if they bear that I've

been accused o' ]ubricity, and the charge backed
by Robert Blurns ?

MÀJAo.-Peace, or look eut for a Lenten
vigil!1

DOCTO.-Net for snany a long day have 1
read any book 'with such appotite as the oe
Ilcaptioned" (as they say in Hamilton) Cap tain
Canot: or Twenty Years of an African Siaver.

MAjos.-My impression, founded upon soe
partial siewspaper extracts, was, that it was a
trifie long-winded and cormen-place-ish.

DOCTOR.-Never were yen more thoroughiy
off your eggs, than when you jumped to such a
conclusion! The Captain, iispiteof bis grew-
somo trude, is a veritable brick-a verituble
soup of a juvenile, as tihe ]?addyismn Ilbroth of a
boy," i8 translated at the Normal School! I do
flot use thse language of exaggeration when 1
affirmn that bis journal is as entertaiuing and

raphic as the fictions of Dan. Defoe!
LAiRD).-Tliat's a big word!
UeCTOIn.-Yes, but it is a true word! Canot

possosses the rare faculty of making yeu sec
abjects with his eyes. You become, noleno
volens, an acter in the scenes 'which hoe descrîbes,
and a part iceps criminis in bis huxteries ofbhuman
fiesh 1 With ail my antc-AaYery predilections.
1 bad beceme an entbusiustic dealer in aniimated
ebony, before 1 bad half-finishaed the volume!1

MAJOR.-DOos the 'writer flot druw drafts
epan thse bank of funcy?

]JOCTOR.-There is abundance of evidence,
bath internai and external, te refute sncb a sup-
position, Yeu instiuctivoiy feel tbat thse man
is telling the truth, thse wholc truts, and nothing
but the truth. I arn as theroughly convînced,
as 1 ara of my own identity, that hoe gives, in the
werds of thse prefuce, "la true pîcture of aberi-
ginul Africa, unstirred bey progress, unmodifiod
by reflected civllizatioîi, full of thse barburismn
that blood and tradition have hunded down frem
tise beginning, and embulruod in its prejudices,
like thse cerpsos ef Egypt."

MÂJOR-Had tbe Captain any bru#keg witb
our cruisers in the course of bis transactions?

DOCT0ot.-S,3Veral. On eue occasion, vison
sailing under tise Portuguese fiag, which, as bo
had ne titie ta use it, const[tuted him a pirate
in thse oye of law, ho fought wit n Englisis
corvette. Nle vas cuLptured, after a deshing
action, and as the sequel of thse adventure fur-.
nishes a pleasing illustration of the geed-heart.
educas of our blue-jackets, 1 shall quote it_

"I 1vas summoncd te tise cabin, visere niqmor-


