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bation of them would be extremely grateful to
me.

T beg leave to mention the four volunteers
of the 41st regiment, Wilkinson, Richardson,
Laing, and Proctor, as worthy of promotion.

I have the honor to be, &e.
Hesry Procror,
Brig.-Gen. Comg.

I beg to acknowledge the indefatigable
exertions of the Commissariat.

(Signed,) Hexry Procror.
To His Excellency Lieut.-Gen,
Sir G. Prevost, Bart,, &c.

it will be perceived, by his dispateh, that
General  Proctor does
not attach quite so much
importance to the Indian force as Ingersol
would fain make out. Ile and other American
writers have always made this arm of the
“allied force” a convenient excuse for any
mistakes or failures, and we have, accordingly,
already shewn that to the dread inspired by
this force was “ Hull’s deplorable surrender”
ascribed, while, in another instance, **to the
vile use made by Proctor, with Elliot's aid,
of the terror of the savages,” all the disasters
at the River Raisin were attributed.

The Elliot here spoken of has been frankly
acknowledged by Thomson, in his sketches of
the war, to have been “an American by birth,
3 native of Maryland.” “ The thrilling tales
of cruelty and bloodshed,” so liberally inter-
woven into their narratives by most of the
American chroniclers of these times, exhibit
so much of the character of romance, that it
were idle to attempt the refutation of the
many and curious fictions ; we may, however,
remark, en passant, that whilst we do not
admit that cruelty was ever practiced, where
the British could interfere, in the present
instance the individual most obnoxious tfo
censure was acknowledged to have Leen one
of themselves. We close this pact of our
snbject, by also reminding the readers of
these ““ thrilling tales,” that in General Win-
chester’s official despateh, (as fic wrote it) he
expressed himself “ kighly gratified with the
attention which had been paid to him, his
oificers, and the prizoners gencrally, by the
British.”

2\ signal proof of Amcrican disingenuous-
nees s to be found in the suppression, or

Slaughter of captives.

rather garbling of this document, and we can
only account for this proceeding (the expung-
ing from the despatch of that part of it we
have just quoted) as ascribing it to the neces-
sity which existed, that the war should, at all
bazards, be rendered popular, and that it was,
therefore, found expedient to keep alive the
spirit of animosity which they had by this
time partially succeeded in arousing, and
which it had been their aim to establish, by
circulating tales caleulated to kindle a feeling
of revenge throughout thelength and breadth
of the Union. It will be accordingly found
that those tales are the most highly scasoned
which were produced by the Government
organs.

‘We left Commedore Chauncey with a large
ficet at Sackett’s Harbor,
ready to co-operate in
the meditated combined attack on Canads.
It had been at one time proposed that this
attack should have been commenced by a
movement on Kingston, and that the two
brigades wintering on Lake Champlain, and
amounting to twenty-five hundred men, should
be placed in sleighs, and transported under
the command of General Pike, by the most
cligible route, and with the greatest possible
rapidity to Kingston; where (being joined by
such force as could be brought from Sackett’s
Harbor) they should, by surprise or assault,
carry that post, destroy the shipping wintering
there, and subsequently be governed by cir-
cumstances, in either retaining the position or
in withdrawing from it. This plan was, how-
ever, abandoned, probably from reports of the
increased strength of the British, and the one
detailed in our last chapter, substituted. The
twoletters from General Armstrong, Secretary
at War, lay open the whole plan of operations,
and prove most conclusively how well-in-
formed the American commanders were of
Sir George Prevost’s weakness at that time,
although misled afterwards by the false reports
which ultimately led to the change in plans.
(Fi-st Letter.)

February 10th.
“T have the President’s orders to com-
municate to you, as expeditiously as possible,
the outline of campaign which you will im-
mediately institute and pursue against Upper
Canada:—

Descent upon York.



