
Wby Christ Died

l)isappointineit lias ife last radiant word.
Trhe spring-tinie gplendute of ttie trees muet
mingle in the dust, ere the better though
more suber glory of fruit cornes. Fruit, flot
blossomn, in God's last word for Bis trees.
The angel of disappointment that etripes
life uf its tiret glury. wirbipere. 'l'ie but the
passing of the blourn. Judge flot ends by
beginnings, but beginninge by ends. Gud's
laat word in fruit, flot bloom."

"The liest in yet tu be,
The lest of lite, for which the firet iras made."
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The SacredinSu of Memory
By Rev. p-Ji-U: W .Jordos, D.D.

In tFé ighth cbapter ut I)euteronomy ire
read, «Thou shalt remember ail the wsy
wbch the Lord thy God led thee tliese torty
years in tbe irildernesa" :indeed the great
theme of tbat wonderful cbapter in, " Lest
ye forget " ;lest, lu the day ut sunehine and
proeperity, ye forget the God who waei your
Guide, Strength and Joy in the dark daye of
tbe wildecnese waudering.

'Ne ail admit that memnory le a mysteriou8
and useful facultY : wit hout memory t he
mental mnachinery could flot miove et aIl ;in
every act ut thought meniory is invulved.
When the schooil ternu comnes to ite Close,
young people muet remember ail thle way
they have been led, and face examination to
diseover hoir far tbey bave profited. At the
end uf eacb quarter we munt review' Our
Sunday tichool leseons, to galber up the
impressions received, view them in a new
ligbt, and, if possible, fix theru more deeply.

The Hebreir root f romi wbich the word for
remember cornes, meant originelly lu prick
or pierre :nu doubt it gües, backto a primitive
t ime before books and celendere, ishen men
remembered days sud doings by caenns ut
rode marks. But wbat the preacher refers
to bere, is nlot tbat which you mark, but the
tbing tbat leaves ils mark ou yuu, the crigs.
thse bouc uf bitterneas or bereavement which
maires a great change in your life and leaves
lil mark on your cbaracter. Sometimes
boye, for iiere fancy, prick a mark in the
skia, su that tbe ink uned mingles witb the
blood. Then it la permanent :the duet of

the day waehes out, but the mark made
years ago remains. So it in ln human life.
Many days, many eurrowe, many events pas

away, leaving slight impression.. But there
are some sorruae whichi bite their way into
the »oul, some daya which are marked for-
evermore.

On this aide, memory may Aeem to be
troublesome and annoying. We carry about
the memory of thinga we would gladly forget .
Dickens tells us in one of hie storiea of a man
who, feeling t hie, prayed t bat hie niit forget,
and when hie prayer ires anewered, he Mdundt
that it iras a curse and flot a blessing. 'l'le
man who hiait let the memory of sorroir,
badl lotit the powrer of sympathy ; he irbo
had lest the memory of irronge. lied luelt
the divineet power, the poirerto forgive. So,
with a1l our imperfections, memory le a
bleeeed gift :through Ut we learn the men-
ing of history anid graep the great leesone of
if e.

The great use of memory is tu help us e
to review the past, that ire shahl be saved
f romn the ein of forgettina God. It in flot
enougb to remember the bright days and
pleasant 1things :ire muet cail to mind Marah
witb its bitter waters, as irsîl a Eliot with
ite pleasant ehade. If we think only of
the succeseful moments, we may imagine thbat
we have made oureelves, and worshîip self
jnstead of God. In our bours of deepeet
meditation, we remember, tbat, through the
dark days and terrible lusses, <iod has taught
us great leesons and formed that which is
nobleet in our character.
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The Victiun of o i n at its baest
and wort--5o the Gospels picture the suffer-
ing Christ. It was by the bande of wicked
men that He died. The bigotry of the Phar-
innse, the desire of place and power in Cala-

phas and Pilate, Judas' greed uf gain, the
unressoning rage of the Jewish multitude-
by such forces as these iras Jesus dragged
tu the trial where justice wau traveatied,
and to the cross where innocence iras con-
demned.

èqw- _ i

M,>.ýý I


