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Frorq *his Mimle, as yOU may imagine, tlie
%vorker in gold prospered iii al[ bis ways. He
had proved imself %ise, sk-ilftil and lionest; and
soon grew to bc a gre:ît favorite with the
king.

J-e becaile very fainons throlugl adl tlat, re-
gion as a ciever craftsiiian, but still more(, f.imonsu
as a man of higli and noble princiffle. The
lords and laisof the landi ail sbovcd bonour
to tho f1vourite of the king, 1,0o hirnself
estecmed Eligius very highly. It wvould have
been but natural if Eiigius Iiad growii 50mb-
wvlat vain mid conceited of ail this favour, but i 
was inot s0. He neyer forgrot bis own station or
Lhat of the king, whiie ho neglected not lais dut%.

to God and bis soveiîeignt.
Nol. long afteîrvards, tiacrefore, ve find the

king wisbing to promioto hirn to soine boîiour,
or to apîpoint hinm to somc3 office of confidence
at court. But before ha entered on the duties
of bis office, hae was required to take an oath on
the relicts, of the saints. The king bimself was
present, but Eliglus, to the surpiise of every one,
refused to take the oatb. He did not fully de-
chîre bis reasen for refusing, but seevied to have
sonie scruple about the niattei; whiclî prevented
Jus tak-ing any oath in that forai.

The k~ing pressed hlm enrnestly, but for sorne
time in vain; umatil, ait last, Eli-lus burst into
tears. His tears .said more for bini than %vords3
and the king at once relented; tic goldsmniîh
ivas sent home, wiîlu a few clîcerful, kindlY
iworels, bis sovereigan azssuring lîiii nt last, that
fromi this tùne bc shonld radier trust him than
if lie bad sworn ontlhs of ail kind8. Upon ibis
Bligins wenpt away to bis own bomne, wliere lie
Stijl xworked on hionestly and faithifully at hisý:
crift.

But about tbis limie ri chnge seins to have
corne over him; lie grew more tliotigbtful and
ilitent nt bis worlz; pondering la bis laeart on
manY tinýg-s, --nd above aIl1, blis own state before
God. H-e liad. forncr-ly rufiled amnongrsi the
gaycst at court) ia Sliowy drcsç, but now lais
clothes ivcre of a niost humble h-ind. lIJe grew
pale %viîiî faistUng, thininlg less of ezarthix nd
more of lîcaven; but Stijl workcd on in hope,
joy, and content, in tic s!ation ordjained for him
by Goci.

By inotustry lsud f2litIfUl living, hie grcwv Ficu,
and biS Wcltiî %Vns te hln a gfre.at beSsing. HaI
lad iup trersure in bienven, give auil lîiz subs>tance

to the poor, wvas ricli towvards God, anc!, baving
notbing, possessed ail things.

Whaàt woncler, thon, that bis life svas seroiiei
and peaceful ?

He wvas ever actively nt wvork among meu fgr
tAie gnod of others, and still neglected not~ hie
own daily toil.

Let us tàtka one lookit mb iï workihop. go
used , nake, says the oic! chronicle, înny vert- i
selb or the use of tbe kings, wrouglit in gold
and gerns; lia laboured unweariedly, sitting nI
his tasqk, and opposite to hlm bis Jîousebiold'scil-
vant, wbo foilowed iii the stops of ]lis mnaster,
and afterwards led a hife wortiîy of ail1 respect.
Sittingy thus at bis work lie had ready before 1
liinii an open1 book, so tînt labouaiing iii both
ways lie miglit fulfil the Divine comnmand.

Iu bis bed-clîamber lie liad niiiiv a ineinorial
of lioly men, as wvell as many lioly books, which
after singing a psai, and praver, ho used, by-
nienus of a circular framo, to bring befora 11iM
in turn, and nîeditating tiiereon, like a inst pru-

dent bee, gathering diverse stores fi-or diverse
flowers, laid up in bis oivn breast thie elîoices.
stores.

Suelu was tIse lifé lit led, so si soi~ Ch(l s-
tian-like, so full of pence anid conatent. iI

lie l ved, lus sovereign 'vsa t'OUI] friend 11111
Ipatron to Eligius, and after bis doath tAie goid-
Smiith fbund an equally geoul fs-bac! in lais son.
But %whatever bourities Le eajwdau t1w bauds
of bis sovertigul, nil 'were bestoived on lus poorer
bretbireii. W herever ivas îboverty or distress,
tiiere the good Eligius %%-as to be found, uzitil at
last people used te sal, IlGo into sud> a quarter
of the city, and, 'hero you sec a crowd QX poor
people yeu %will find hàim."

Many a poor slave owed bis liberty to the
worer iii goid. Nothing, in fact, gava hlm a
purerjoy than to redeesi some fifîy or a but-
dred of tisese poor crentures froin boridag,çe.

Ail these good deeds ha did in the quietest,
greitlest suanner (for tliere ivas no0 list of sub-
scriptions or otîser good dced inii eslpaerîa
ien), but bue nieinory of Lhina still lingers

siweely 011 anIMOIIigs lu ibis Ilge of 11)m111111011 als
tilat of bl wyho éast but a nllte ilit the trca-
Sury.

Far anud %vide asuuonc that, uiaiioi spî-end the
faînle of the good Bligills; lais ivords of 11isd'zu
alud ceelss11( clîeered îliousands, almd ledl
îlîem, l'y the bllessing of Christ their Savieur


