
VOX IW,E~lEYANA

WHY DO WÈ STUDY LANGUAGE

lIn aliswer to this qiuestion WC inay say
there are threc rcasons that inay lc given
that we niiay turn our kiowledge of it to
why we dcvotc so iinuchl tinie to thc study
of language. We study language (1)
that we iy turil our knowlcdgc of it to
practical accoulit ; (2) iii order that we
iray use it to lielp us iii the inivestigztion
of other branches of k-nowledgc ; (3) for
thc sake of the intellectual drill and conl-
sequent intellectual developmnent that it
begets.

In the first of these our object is to at-
tain a speaking knowledgc of tlie lan-
guage. This can, as a rule be attaiiied
oiily by constant use of it iii our ordin-
ary conversation. This speaking kniow-
lcdge of language the nîethiods of -the
schools will ilot give us. It can neyer
be attainied by the study of rules and
idionis. ' may in this way obtain a
kinowledge of the structure of a language
and its points of contact wvitli othcer Ian-
guages, but the acquisition of a conversa-
t.iona1liure oi a language by this nlethod
we regard as %well iiighi an inipossilility.

The second rcasonl why wz study Ian-
guagt-e is that we nuay use it as a key to
lunlock stores of kniowledge- that wvould
othierwise bc hevoild our rcachi. For this
inîrîx(Le a gond **%orkilig* h-nowlczdgc of
thc lauiguage is ail that is neccessary. Soute
acquaintanice witli the principles of grain-
iiiar. and a good vocabulary. wviIl culable
lis to follow thle thiouglit of the writer.
aiti thus utaster the subjecti matter of the
work withi which we are dealing. Suchi a
kniowledge of French anîd Gerniami, for ex-
ample. would givc the studcint access ho
tuie works. on literature anîd science iii the
foGrmer. and to works on thecology and
philosophy iii the latter. 'Ne are told thant
]Robe)rt Hiall. Ille celeb)r.-ied prcachcr. late

iii life, and wvlîem in great pîmysical pain,
stnidied and nîastered the Italiani iii order
tlîat lie inighît test the correctness of Mac-
«aulay*s estimiate of the relative inerits of
the poetry of Dante aîîd tîxat of Milton.

Whcen, liowvever, the object of our study
of language is nmental drill and intellectu-
al developuient, the inethod of study wvili.
or oughit to bc, very different. Language
is but Ille expression of tlîouglit, zwd tîxe
fern of the thoughit bespeaks both, thc ac-
tion andI tîte eharacter of the mmnd. The
study of language properly directed bc-
cornes a stu(ly of mincI. The distinctive
ti pe of the national iniind is always nir-
r(;red ut the ilation's language. Again,
the study of lanlguage. to le iu the highi-
est degree profitable, ouglit to be com-
parative. Thiere arc great underlying
priiiciples conuniion to aIl languages. A
knowledge of thiese principles will reveal
thc fact that the l)eculiaritics thait charac-
terize differenlt languages are reducible to
a conîniion laîv. and that those of ont Ian-
guag---e illustrate and explain those of other
lau.guages. WCe venture to asseri tîmat the
itu(ly of lanuage carried on in tItis way
'\Vill not onl1y resuit in z, quickening of tilt
miental faculties, but will in itself becoîne
a delighit. lIt would be difficult to inîag-
mne anlything more barren and unfruilfuil,
in.;re uttcrly dreary and profitlcss tItan
thme sxîîdy of langluagC as it is usuially car-
ried on. The uîcinorizing of rides, par-
adigîns and voc;d>ularîcs. and thien the
nie-1chanlical -.ppl*c-. tion of thlese in the con-
sztruictionl of sentences is enloughi to dauiip-
eni the enitiusiisnt and decaden thle mental
elîergics oi the very best student. lIs it
not tinte W we sould calI a IlaIt alId ask
eti selvesq the qjuestion. "XVlîy do WC s-tudy-
lamîguage ?"


