types thoy have chosen, seldom reach to any-
thing clse than a caricature of 1hem ; and so,
besides leting themselves down to a faslnon that
1s paltry, inguro any real cluim they themselves
pos:ess to a respectful heaning, by the compari-
sons they provoke to thair disadvantage.  ‘I'he
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The attention of Ministers, Ruling Elders, and

Deacons, is respectfluily and earnesmly called to
| tho following recommendation of the Committeo
{on the State of Religion, wiieh was adopied

discerain , hearer may say, hero 1s tho body of | 1ast Synod, and therefore bears the Synod's ay-

tho thing imitated, but not the soul, and an in-
ward smile at the grotesque manuor inay defeat
the serious wish to profit by the truth of tho
atter.

We like the solomn counscls to carnestners
which our preacherdelivers. ¢ ‘I'he word should
be preached with deep and tonder carncatuess.
1t i3 not the carnestuess which desites to make
a favourable impression, for the eredit or advan-
tago of the speaker.  Far otlierwiso,
enracstnees of an ambas-ador of the Most High
God, bearing to inen a most momentous message,
and expecting to give account of his work, It
1 tho earnestness of a sinner saved by grace,
whose lteart expands wuh gratade, and con-
strans hun to seok hus Redeemer’s honour, and
to plead his cause with unbelieving men. It is
the carnestness of a heart filled with an calarg-
cd philantheopy, intensely desirous to rescuo lus
fetlow men from tho darkne:s aund the peril which
himself has escaped, and to make them partak-
ers of the ¢ like precious faith.’ In a word, it is
tho eamestaess of one whose soul. under the in-
flusnce of the Holy Spinit, foels the power of the
truths he would have others feel.”

Befuro parting with this littlo volume, so re-
pleto with goud natural theology, we must noto
one statement to which we must except. We
havo had to lament the inadequate testimony
borne by the American Churches against so
great a public cvif and national sin, asslavery
—that blot on the escutcheon of the Republic.
If wo understand the question—for thoe statement
takes this form at p. 3l—wo do not sympathise
with it at all.—* Why will tl:iey adopt methods
for removing evils from soc.ety different from,
and contrary to, tho teachiog of that volume
whose special design it is to givo instruction on
these very subjects?

Perthaps we are too suspicious ; but if thisis a
reproof to abolitivnists, we must contend that it is
undeserved, at least by tho bLetter portion of
them. We know it is said, ** Proach the gospel,
and let such evils yicld to its silent influence
gradually. The christian religion is no agita-
tor,” &c—We say, all depends on the meaning
of terms. In one sense it is—in another it is not.
If public evils, or private, exist in contradiction
to the spirit of Scripture, ke is not deviating
from its letter who demands that its general prin«
ciples be embodied in specific yules, whetlier in
the domestic or the public sphere, for the correc-
tion of those evils, and should temper and mould
cival legislation. And we maintain it to beac-
cording to all right hermencutics, to apply the
ethics of the New Testament, as well to the re-

forming of institutions in themsolves wrong or
oppressive, as to the curing of the abuses ot in-
stitutions in themselves just. * Preach the gos-
pel.”  Certainly. But to preach *¢ihe Word,”
necessitates that the christian law also be ex-
pounded, and applied in its bearings on social as
as well us individual iniquity.

It is tho |

thority.

o« That, masmuch as the state of vital teligion
“in the hearta of the minsters and other office.

beaters of tho Church, s found ever to atlect

f and regulate jis condition among the people at
lurge, the Syaod 1swe a recommendation, that,

i on the first meeting of erery Church Court, whe-
I ther Deacon’s Court, Session, or Presbytery, uf-

ter the 1st of October, tho members observo &
1 speaial season ol brotherly conference—that they

may umto n acknowledgment of sin,and in sup.
{ plication for the outpouring of the Holy Ghost—
{ and may, with the devine holp, impart to one
| another some spiritual git—-and may have their
brotherly love increased, and their hearts musu-
ally refreshed, and stumulated to a lugher chns-
tian consccration than before.”

Tho undersigned begs to sursgest to the cor-
responding membets of the Committeo on the
State of Religion in the DPreshyteries of the
Chureh, that they bting tho above recommenda.
ton under the catly notico of their respective
Presbyteries. ‘T'he corresponding members are
tho Rev. Messrs. Walker, R. F. Burns, Mactav.
ish, W. J. Mackenzie, Pearce, ‘Thos. Wardrope,
and Crumbie.

“1f we walk in the light, as Heisn the
light, we have fellowskip one witl. another, and
the bload of Jesus Chirist his Soun cleanseth us
from all sin.” . .

“ Wilt thou not revive us again, that thy peo-
ple may rejoice 1n thee 1

D, Fraser, Concener.
Montreal, Sept. 15, 1856.
e — ot —
« GOLD AND THE GOSPEL.”

A copy of this celebrated work on systematic
bencficence, bearing the above title, has been
sent to every minister on the Roll of the Synod,
by a few friends in Montreal. With each vols
ume has also been sent a copy of an able lecture
by the Rev. Mr. Arthur of London, on the duty
of giving away a stated proportion of income.—
The gentlemen who have circulated these publi-
cations, entertain the hopo, that when the atten-
tion of the miaisters has becn dirceted to the
subject of which they treat, a strong influence
may be exerted through the pulpit and other-
wise, in favor of a higher and more uniform sys-
tematic benoficence, than is believed to prevail
at present in any department of the Church,

Certainty there is no movement in our time or
country more necessary than this. It has made
good progress in the mother country, and in
somo parts of the United States. In Philade!l-
phia, tho * American Systematic Bencficence
Society” has been organised, and auxiliaries aro
found in not a few Amecrican cities. It cannot
be disputed that the churches of Canada need an
impetus in tho same direction. For ourselves,
we are persuaded, that tho urgency of this mat-
ter can scarcely be overrated, and that the mind
of evangelical Christendom must be gradually
impregoated with such idcas and sentiments ss
are eniorced in the above-named publications,
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l beforo the mussonary and chantable enterprises
of the chnistian Chureh can be expected to zeach
their due extendion and thewr promised success.

Montreal, Sept. 15, 1950,

e e -—

PRESBVIERY oF MONTREAL, — AU & special
“meeting of tus Presbytery, on the 25th August,
" the Rev. David Black was loosed from his i+
i 1stennal charge at St Therese do Blainville.—
Tho Rev. Thomas Henry of Lachute was ap.
pointed to preach at St Therese, aud 2eclate the
church vacant.

Mavtuny “I'racr.—Our readers will, we pros
. sume, havo gencraliy seen the excellent tract on
o “TheChurch and tho Warld,” betng the first of the
senies of the monthly teacts which the Synod in-
structed the Cummattee on the State of Rehigion
to publ.sh.  The secund wal bo prepared by the
i Rev, ‘ThoniasWardrope of Ouawa, and the third
by the Rev. Mr. Macalister of Metis.  Wo trast
i theso will be widely cuculated throughout all
our congregations,

Kyox’s Covrse Brinpixe Fesv —We have
again to request those who are taking charge of
the subscriptions in the various congregations, to
forward the various amounts i their hands, as
soun as posstble. It is most desirable thst the
effort should be made forthwith throughout the
Church.  We are glad to announco that, in ale
most every instance, the prople are most cordial
tn their support of this object.

Winows® Fuxp.—Notick o MisisTers.—Mi-
nisters who have not paid their annual rate for
the Widows' Fund, for the present year, are re-
munded that it is payablo on the 1st Novembor
next.

EvaxceLiear Artiasce.~This Body has just
: teld its tenth annual conference. ‘The meeling

was held at Glasgow, on tho 20dy, 21st, and 22d
of August. At the formal opeming of the con-
ference on Wednesday, Q0th, the Rev. J. Sher-
wman of Londun accupied tho chair. The An-
nual Report was read by the Rev. J. P. Dobson,
Sceretary to the Alliance. It referred to tho
operations of tho various branches—the wido
circulation of tho ¢ Appeal for Prayer?!® and
stated that the Sabbath was emphatically the
great secondary object of the albanze of this
year.

The Rov. Dr. Krummacher, the Rev. E. Kun-
tze, and other eminent minsters from the conti-
nent, were present. ‘The Rev, Sir H. Moncrieff,
the Hon. and Rev. B. Nocl,the Rev. Dr. Black-
wood, tho Rev. Dr. Reed, the Rev. John Cairns,
and the Rev. W. Arthur, took a nrominent part
in the proceedings.

—
ITEMS OF RELIGIOUS AND GENERAL
INTELLIGENCE.

Rev. G. Stevexnsox.—At an adjourned meet-
ing of the Freo Presbytery of Stirling, on 21st
August, the appointment of Rev. Mr, Stevenson,
by the Presbyterian Church of Canada, asa Mis
sionary to India, was taken into consideration.—
Tho Rov. J. Scott, of Loadon, C. W., appeared




