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door to dootr; while others aro-confined 1o their tooms in their houses,
the voluntary subjeets of roles and- customis the most ruperstitions and
degrading, -On the ide of -the hll which-rises up in the mdet of- Na-
ples, and” which is_surmounted~by a stong fortfication,-1s.a monkish
house. It isa very-large establishient, making a hollow square, with
the grave-yand in‘the centre; and cach of the posts of the fence by
which the-grave-yard is enclosed 18 surmounted by a naked skull. "These
monks never speak, and never cat at the =ame table gave on the Sab.
bath!  And these vatabhishments you find every where mn-ltaly, 1via.
Ated-one-of their churchesin Rome, where 1 witniessed the moat revolting
neenes 1 have ever beheld. 1t w the Chureh of the Capuching, where iz
the magnificent panting of the Arehngel by Gmdo. In a-glass ease,
under one of the sule altars, 18 the bedy of a monk laud out mrhe ol
robes,an a state of-mirdenlauspresersation.  Whether 1t-was dred flesh
or wax, Ieould not tell; Tauspeeted the-latter. 1 asked the-monk-who
attended on-us-why tho flesh of this man_was_preserved, while that of
others deeayed.  His reply was-most ludicrous.  Putting his-hands 1.
gother, and turning up his_cyes like a_duck i a_thunder-storm, he an-
swered, “Because he-was a- good fellow.”  The burying-place of- these
monks-is a horrible sixtht. It sceme-to have -been-gotten up-to outrage
allthe-feclings of humanity.  It-is partly-under the church,-and-iz.enter-
cd from-the-yard-by a-scrics of arches. ‘The burial epot-may be twenty
or thirty_feet by_seven.or.eight.  The clay ol thisbed, | was told, was
brought from Palestine. In this bed the maonks are buried, where they
Jio-until-tho- flesh falls-from-their bones. ‘Then-the-bones-are taken-up,
and some-of-them, after- being -jointed -with wires-into- a-perfect-skele-
ton arc-dresscd-up -in-their old:-garbs, and hung- up-around-the place,
while the skulls_and ribs_of others_are wrought into fantastical_arches
and eandlesticks, which every whete -cover the-walls and-meet the cye,
Even Rome does not-present a_more revolting spectacle.  And-shreds
from_an. old-dirty gariient -of that preserved_monk, whose name was
Crispini, are eaid to -have-wrought-miracles, and-have-been sold at-ex-
orbitant- prices.  And-in- this revolting-den- of- superstiton_and indo-
fewoe arc one Wmdred- and-fificen of thess dirty -Capuching, -who,
Judging-from _their appearance,_stand-far more Zin-nced-of & thorough
wiashing -than-they-do of victuals or-wine!

These monks, who spend-their-time between=praying, begging, sleep-
éng-and- sinning,-you meet-everywhere. One of-them- was regularly
stationed: in_the -hall-of-the ‘Hotel d’Angleterro-cvery-mmoming-to-beg
alms from_the-strangers retiring-from-the _breakfast=room. My=travel-
ling friend, who liked theni-about-as-much-as I-did, put his_hand in
his-pocket,_one-morning;-as if hunting for a=franc -for the-shorn monk.
Fingering his pocket, he-went-up stairs,_and_the monk after him, his
cyes bemning with hope. At the=top of the first stairs, he signified-that
lie could-not-find anything to_give-him. He stopped. a little, but: cast
a longing, begging look- after-him, Again-my friend commenced to
finger his pockets, and, again flushed with hope/the-monk -renewed-his
_pursuit. But, while ascending: the next- flight, -the incorrigible Protest-
ant came-down upon the -lazy rogue-with- a-thundering-rebuke, ander
which-he went down_ stairs, at least-as-fast as-he ascended them.

And you, Sir, must well know how large-a_space in the history
of Romanism_is filled-by-the-riso-and _the.progress; the conflict-and the
crimes,- of the various-classes and-onders of monks and friars.

It has also -called into requisition female monks, ¢alled-nuns, who
have contributed-not_a_little to the extending of its-plans. The-first
of -these persons I-saw=abrond, was on- - funeral-occasion,-in-the Mad-
eline, in-Paris. The deceased -was obviously very poor, and:the pricst
in-waiting muambled- a-service-over-the coflin so hurricd-and so heart-
less as to filLine with contempt-for him.  The nun, who, pethaps, was
the nurse of the deceased, was there, »nd 2-more conminon-or=ugly woman
no man need-wish to sce. There were three of them on the=steamer from
Lyons to _Avignon,_and, in appearance and manners,-they were-the very
ditto-of ‘her I'saw in-Paris. The great vulgarity of their appearance
in Italy put-to flight-all the images of beauty and delicacy-and mod-
esty which I'had ever associated with-them; nor could I account for
what I obsctved -until -my visit- to the Catacombs at Naples. As-you
approach_the subterrrancous graves, there are two large buildings on
either hand ; that-on the left is-devoted-to-the care of poor-old men,
and-that-on-the -right to poor young-girls,-who are deserted by their
parents, or “who-had -no parents,”” as said-our valet. ‘This- building
is capable- of containing-between one and.two-thousand-gitle,_and is
usually full ;-and all of these are compelled-ta be nuns. The fact that
they are taken from the -very lowest- walks-of life, accounts -for-the
commonness of their appearance ;-and-it-is-the same-fact-which-accounts
-for the-yet more-common; and 2

16-yet more dirty,-and sensual-appearance-of most of
the-monks and friars that-I-saw_ abroad. Mecre and there a disappoint-
ed-maiden_may: flce -to_a _nunnery to_hide-her-blushes or her_shame,

and become a Jady-abbess;-or a-greatly criminal nobleman-may- fice to
a monastry to “hide his crimes, and_to play-the gentleman fanatic among
boors ;-but-as-a rule, monks, friars, and-nuns-are- from the very sweep-
ings-of socicty, and-cver havobeen. Italian nuns, as far-as they came
under my -observation, needed not-the- walls=of-a: nunnery -to-proteet

-them from: marriage;-for-I- have- seen-many-females far prettier, enjoy
the-pleasures of single blessedness without_any to disturb_or make them

afraid. And such-are-the monks and-friars that-arc-shipjied-here-in
cargoes to civilise_and Christianize us!

But the- question -again arises, Whence these -orders of monks-and
friare? Whenco these nuns of various names and various colored veils ?
There-is nothing like them- in the Old-Testament—nothing certainly-in

the-New. Celibacy -is nowhere- enjoined-on-man or-woman,-saint or

uau(:mr 'ﬁr;slmt’tr(au Magasine.
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sinner;in tho -Bible  Seclusion-from the -wurld, like-that practised-ia
monastzics, 18 nowhere cnjoined. by the saered booka of our religion.—
When Paul speaks of persona wandeting In deserte antt in mountaine,
in dens and-in caves of -the carth, he vefers to those  banished-from
therr homee amd friowds by-the -feroenty of- perscentors. Whenee, then,
these orders!  “They are all of pagan vl You, Sir, ncednot-be
told how orders of priests abonnded among the Egyptians_and the
Greeks, nor how they-were copred by the Romans "The merest novice
- mythology, will retnember the Pagan confratermitios, tv which-Frans
creeans, Bencdietes, Domumeans, and- Jeamin, 80 nearly correspond,
and-the Vistal-Vieging, to which Popmgh nune are-so exact-s- connters
part.  Haw canctly Homer and-Plato-pamted the monks of La"Trapps
in thar desenptions of the priests of-Dodonean Jueve!  Awnchorites,
hermits, recluserand tmenke, exiztd i Asia long before the -Christian
era, and at the-present tiine, the countries-which profess the religion-ot
Brama, Fo, Lama, and -Mohamed, are full of fakirs, and aantons, toners,
talapeme, and dervises, whose fanatieal and absunl penances aro the
arts of deception, and net the fruits of pety  And in some-of the
countnieg of Ama, at thig hour, 3ou will find pricsts. and monks under
vows-of- cehbaey, without keeping them, with -#hora-heads, with -and
without-turbans, and- wearmy-pecnliar-robes tied-about-their-loing,_ae
!llul;'k ag-under- the -shadow of 8t. Elmo,-ot ns-on-the banks—of-the
"iher !

But why these monks and friars, and-nuns? "Has the queation ever
oceurred-to youl ‘T'he-lnshops are generally-engaged - the higher af
fairs of the State or the Churehi;-the priests are saying masacs-in des
serted-churches, and faning sumiptuoasly ; and the mooks and friars and
nnns, collected-from_the colmmon people,_and sympathizing-with them,
are-abroad-among-them, as-the-vurates-or assistanta of the-priests and
Lishops,-for the purpose-of filling-their minds -with- fables, and-keeping
then wrbondage  “They-are priestly spiea among the people, save thoss
that-go into scelusion ;-and hence you-find-them begging -for ~the-people
m-the-strevts- minghing- with- them-in-the market-places,-lounging=with
the-lazaroni, and-laughing-with-them, and- all-forthe-purpoese-of-doing
the dirty-work of the_pricats, and -filling-their minds with-supemstitious
legends. ‘The obpect-of importing to our shores-mouks. and-nuns_can-
not-be mistaken ; and- as-soon-ns_public -sentintent-will-allow-it, you
willzsco-these lazy-nnd=wicked -wretches sticking their-shorn-heads-into
the cottages-of:the poor,-to-warn-thein-against:all the- clevating -influ-
encesof Chnstiamty, and-flouting their conrde -robes-in our-thorough-
fares for ‘the sanie purpose lor which the Pharisces-of old made broad
thar phylacterics.  These-monkish ovders were, and-are, the-curse
of Pagran- nations ;- they-wofully carrupted the Chnstian-Church;-they
were mainly-the authors of the lying legends of “the -Dark-Ages, which
Papalpriests-are endorsing-even in America; they -are now-a greivous
curs to the Papal -nations of- the world. 0O, Sir, will'younot join-me

-in-the prayer-that-they-may-never curse-cither by their presence or their

arts,_our own-happy, thrice-happy -country '—Christian-Union.
THE MYSTERY SOLVED, OR IRELAND'S MISERIES ; THE
GRAND CAUSE AND-GURE. . ’

We-beg our readers’ attention-to-tho -following chapters -taken from
the admirablo-work-of the-Rev. Dr, Dill, recently pablished by the-Car-
ters. ‘I'hey are thoe first threo chiapters of the work, and will give a-good
idea of it, as well as of the nature of thesubject of which-it treats.  We
hope-that muny- of-our readers will purchase and read-this masterly
production. It-is certainly the best-thing that-has-been written respect=

-ing-unhappy, but:still-beautiful Ircland. ~ Dr. Dill writes like-a man-who

has-a clear comprchcnsi? of his subjcet, an-understanding able to grap-
ple-with-it, and-a heart deeply penetrated with the love of'a vital Chris-
tianity, and-a-deep conviction of-1ts _being-the panacea for the woes of
Ircland. If ourreaders can-read that -book-=wo forewarn them—with-
out being niade to feel in"their inmost souls a deep- compassion for Ire.
land, and send-up most-fervent praycrs-that she-may soon enjoy -tho
b}l‘cssings,of,n’pure Gospel, we are entirely mistaken_in our opinion-of
them.
GENERAL WRETCHEDNESS.

The first thing that strikes the traveller, is the air of desolation which
begins to pervade whole districts—eapecially in-Munster and Connaught.
As he wanders- through - these -provinces,-he sces_hulf decayed towne,
which once were so flourishing as to send members t6 the Irish Parlia-
ment. He finds whole -villages-in-ruins-so-complete, that_nothing re-

-mains but a-few -tottering- wall-steads, to-tell-that-the-humn of-life-waa-

ever there.  In some- cases,_cven _these-monuments of -desolation-have
disappearcd, and- the coachman. points to -a-bare_deserted-spot, as the
site of a-formér-hamlect. ' cs{Tuc T s an

. And as-to- the-destruction -of farmstcads and
cabine; he-can: scarce-move-in any-direction-but-the-scene appears as

—He’ﬁﬁdl;on'enquiry{thnttthiiéiléca.dlnceihud'commcnced long-prior

-to-the famine, and wasonly_hastened by-that fearful visitation. On_the

eve-of that-calamity, and-while yet the tido of events flowed in-its ususl

-channels,-Ireland contained one-third the population, with one-fourth the

sirface of the-United -Kingdom ; and yet--her national revenue was not
one-eleventh, being £4,500,000-sterling, out_of £52,000,000. The re-
gistered tonnage of ber shipping was not one-twelfth, being 250,000 tone

to near 3,250,000. And tho proportion of her persons employed in her

factories, was- one-twenty-third, being, in round numbers, 23,000-t0

540,000 ;-while her agricultural- condition-could acarce be compared -to



