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indispensable means. le trted to live to, Ood 'without being- set
free from the condemnation of the law. As he bears record con-
cerning lis countrymen the Jews, so rnay we hear record con-
cerning him, that, even before lie dicd to the law, ho liad a Ilzeal

of od bt otacorin to, knowledge. (Rom. x: 2.) Even
thon he desirod to, livo to God, and thought, indccd, t1hat lie was
living to God. Nie tliought that bis rag of rigliteousness, 'which
hie had attained by the works oftheo law, would lie well plessing in
God's siglit. But bis obedienc to tlie law was imperfeot and
broken ; ana the Iaw claimed obedience perfect and unbroken,
pronounctng a ourse upon ail who did not fulfil its demands.
(chap. iii: 10.) Thereforo so, long as lie wam Ilunder tlie law,"
neither, on the one liand, obeying it perfectly; nor, on the otler
hand, acknowledging his guiit, and fiying for rofugc unto him who,
became obedient until deatli, magnified tlie law, and made it lion-
orable; lic could not possibly lie living a life well-pleasing to God.
How could lie have the smile of an approvtng God, wlien the very
core of lis moral being was the scat of sin, and bis heart the
houso of that abominable thtng whicli God hates ? But, thanks
bie unto.Goci, thougli lie once learned to, bedeck himself witl the
rag of lis own righteousness, and look upon it as a mark of lonor,
le afterwards saw its wortlilessness, and Iearned to count it but
loss, tliat ho miglit win Christ, and le found in him." (Phil.

1:89.) Perceiviug thus tliat bis own efforts to satisfy thc law
wero of no avail before God, and that by remaining under it lie
was only invoking upon lis liead its terrible penalty, lie learned
that witliout deatli to tIc law tliero could lie no life to, God. Heacc
lie says, IlI died to tIc law in order tînt 1 mi,-lit live unto

Hlavtng thus endeavored to, catch hold of thc ineaning of the apos.
tie, and fanding that le alludes ta this passage to, tlie day of lis
justification, his meaning will lie most aptly'illustrated Dy ttiri-
ing our attention briefiy to the record of lis conversion.

Wlien Saul of Tarsus left Jerusalem and took lis journey to,
Damascus, we may certainly divine tliat lie was thinking of 1dm-
self as a most zealous champion of truc rlio.Upon wlioai
would God look witî favor, if' fot upon him ? IlCircumetsed tho
eighth day, of tIc stock cf Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hie-
brew of the liebrews; as toucliing the Iaw a Pliarise; conccrn-
ing mal, persecuttng thecehurch; touching tlie righteousness which
is in tIc law, blameless .:"-wio, lad more to recomniend him to
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