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tics, occasions more inconvenienco and suffering te a respectable man
in many parts of the country, andi in i-nany relationslîips eof societies andi
of acquaintances in whvlde1 lie iwiy bc placed, thail total abstinence, In.
oider to do it, lie miust breast the current of public Opinion, whiclî sets so
stron-ly iii favor of' rooting out tic sour-ce of se mnany evils. Even to
replenislh bis store eof ramn, or etiier spirits, is no easy task to a inid at
ail olive to thc finer feelings. To do it openly and te senti te the ret i-
lers; for this purpose, is te expose imiself to thc mortification eof meeting
the oye, or liaving the reproof or alienation eof somec respectable friend to
abstinence. To go privatcly, is to bo liaunteti witlî the fear of discovery
-stili more difficult is it to, find tine and place to drink. To dIo it pub-
licly is to ho reckoned ainongr tlîc inteniperate. To do it at al, or at
home11, is te excite thme constant fear, lest somne ne visiter slioulti per-
ceive Uic znlcohiolic odours of tlie brca-tli,-te say notlîing of the tetmptingr
tic rest of the family, chlldren, domnesties, te, the samne ûvii course or te,
slmjewvsiletreproof ond reg ret, by refraininig te participate.

9thly, Finally ardent spirits should bc bonished upon christian prinici-
plos-evon adinitting contrary te the truth anti fact, that tliey wvere
useful, and not pernicious te mian-christian principles require us te
avoiti teniptatîon.-Now about 50,000 individuols of ail classes in our
country become sots every yoar, by moderato indulgence in these arti-
cles, mon of litorary and scdemtary habits, bcing peculiarly exposeti te,
intomporance and its ills-He, tlieroforo, ivho îîegleets te secure hlmii-
self against..temnptation -%vlîen it is pointod eut te imn-forfcits the pro-
mise of' divine protection, and depcnds solcly on Ibis own Nveak anti treacli-
orous heurt, ivheni he nectis an augclls holiness anti strongth.

Christian principles, andi beiovolenico roquiros that if nuy practice oC
ours, net a duty, becorno an occasion of sin and nîisery te oui' brother,
it mnust be abandonied.

To illustrate this principle, it may be proper te state the Seripture
doctrine on this subject, andi te take -%vine as an example. Thore is no
eonimand in Scriptnire rendering it iniperative on us to, use ivino. The
uttnost, therefore, that eau lie iniferroti frein this is, that the use of wvine
is tolerateti or perinittoti. WVe arc, thorofore, ut liberty te use ivine but
ive are cqually at liberty te, abstain frorn it; for iii ubstaîning wvo vielato
,Io comniand, or irîjunction of Seripture, The Christian is thorefore Ieft
at liberty te suit lmis condimet te existing- circumstances; anti if hie chonoso
te abstain lie violai os ne duty, and ie nets in entire cosistcncy ii tue
Christia-,n law of liberty. New te proccoti te illustrute the principle.
No inmn will deny that ficshi is a creaturo of God, and gond for foodi,
anti that the cating eof flesît in itself is îlot un cvi1. Amd yet the Àpostle
doclaros it iras wrong to cat flcsh, %viiei it bocanio n occasion of sin te
biis bretlmren. Tmiesîz lîid imot cîmang-edits essenitial chu..racter by bcing
offeredini sacrifice te an idol, whviicli Uic Apostle tells us is nething lu the
iverit; but yet %vlieii the Apestie feunti tlmat thec ating eof it becamec a
5tuiblinig-block te his brother, andi led 4iim juite sin, in the spirit of
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