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puislicrs, an<I iatterly, the colportage sys-
tein, it; is now pervading cvcry cornter of
the land. lucre is scarcely a parisi ia
-whlsih tise press inay siot be said to bc
p)reaclinsg weekly, als wvell as tise pulipit.
Thuis is surclv asi advance ln tise right
direction. Ani books, aiso, of a strictdy
moral, amnd religiri.î .. f., ..- okstr
ail (-lisses, for tise vouing as Weill as l'or tihe
old, for the ssnIcttered als Weil as the edu-
cateil andi reti:sed, batve isad al corresponding
iicase. 1 runseniber beissg struck soine
ycars ago Iby tise stateinont of a pursoni
Who had ceuse, sosssewherc about tise begin.
ning of the present century, to be ant ap-
prentice te a bnokseller ia this city ; lie told
sue that tisere was then only eue Ibookseller
of tise higiser class la Edinhburgi 'Who kuept,
any stock of religions books. And now 1
fancy the dillieulty wouid ratlsvr be on the
otiser sidu-to ind oIe ivho does not; keep
thein. Mtici is due iu this liue of Chris-
tian agcncvy to the Lowlea Tract Society,
which publishied snany excellent books iii
a handy forin, and lit an extremely cheap
rate, sent thiscn ci'er the country, gîv!ng
grants stiso lit reduced prices s» Sabbats
scisools and parochiai libraries."

TISE MISSIONAPY SPIRSIT.

Less tisan hiaif a century ago, tihe reason-
ablenes-s aud duty of Christian missions hiad
te be defeadcd fi-oa tise pulpit, and wvas
ainoug tise carlier topics that un gaged tise
zeal and impetueous eloqluence of C haliners.
No one w'cnid dream of such a thing nowv.
Trhe cnly qjuestion is, what particulair fields
to occupv; or how best te esslist Chîristian
sympatlsy in cîseir bechalt, and ply theent
with an appropriate agency 1 Evea yet
tise work can scarcely be said te have got
beyoucl its feeble b)eginisings-.-if we, tiik
of tise vasst resources of our country, and
tise magnitude and importance of tise mis-
sionary cause. But tlsanks lie to God, it
bas lieguni, and is gradualiy making pro-
gress. It is no longer treatcd bY tise
Cismrches as a mere appesudage, or aide
ivork, to be Ieft te tise cure of a miscel-
laneous society; tîsere is scarcely a section
of the Evangelical Churcls wlsicl does flot
directlv iuterest itseIf in a mission agency,
ansi give this a place in its prayers stnd
contributions. W~ho can fait to sc in this
an evideace of tise rising tide, and a
happy onsea for tise future! Especially
wien wve consider that thse mission of tise
Church embrares tIse hsome, as well as tise
foreiga field; and that a new era may be
said also te isave dawned la respect te
evangelistic operations for tise good of the
neglectcd portions of ossr population.

LI55ERALITY AND UNION.
The williagness te give for moral and

religious objects-to give ini inoney, and to

labour, give aiso is persossal acts of kiadnesa
ansI lias very pcrceptibi 'y iincruased ef late,
ansd la tise Cîsutrches gesserally. Not that
tisev have an tiig tb boa8t, of-yea, mut-h

iratier to e buasistllned of-wlsenl we tiik
of wisat is expeuded on vice and luxurv
s-enspan-si witls wh-at is donsc lis tise cause of
relîtrion aisd 1s Ii lanlthropl V. TPlire is isot
al cîsuircs is ihis votstry'wliicb %woilld net
bInash te table its retuirna lu respect te tise
cause of God ass( isissanity lI)e.ide tîse
cf tise revenue eflicers is its sscigbourhoul
for ilsox icatinig lisjnoss Alocis. Butc a
snsall. proportion aniieng us isave kssowni
yet wisar it rclallr is te rnalke sacrifices
for tise Gospei's bake. '1'lere have, liow.
ever, tseeu many nsoble exsmnplcs cf al gen-
erous and liberai spirit - far exccediisgn
wisat xas known iii tise gesseration that
ias passcd away ; antd we mity jnatiy hope
tisat tise influnce cf thiscn wvill extess
aist appear in ever increasing fruitfulncssç.
'Fie people cf Christ, we trust, are cent.
ing more distiuctlv te realize tise tisosigsi
tîsat tIse Lord's wos-k is tîsuir wvork, and
tîsat tise more tlsey <le for it tise better clicy
do fer tlsemselves. It wvould bc npar.
donasle if 1 did net, on sucs ais occasion
and inl sudsi a meeting as tisis, refer te
anotiser ciseerissg ani hopeful syuspton i
the Cisurcis - tise craviîsg fo;r smcre c)f
hrotiscrly intereourse anti corporate unsion,
Thsis meeting is itself a sigîs cf tise timts.
It is a ssew tising tor two Supreme Cesînss
te susspend tiseir proper busines3 in order
thsat tîseir members nay have tise oppor-
tuuity cf coming 1'tsi look eacls otiser la
tise face"-not, as cf cîti doue by the
armies of Judas andi Isracl, to faîl tipon
eacis otiser wviths weapesss cf violence, bsni
murually ce streteis eut tise olive brinchoaI
peace, as ti t sk,-Siss.l tisere bc jealoasy
anti strife for ever? Sisall flot tîsose irise
are se nearly agreet inl tise cemmon faith
endeavor to linti tise way wo agiîcement iD
common cossasel and action ? We cannas
dJonht tîsat tise exalted Resicenser looks
dowa with satisfaction on sucSi a meeting;
ansi let us with, co lieart dessre assd prav
that tise niovexacut which has gis-en aist
to it may, in <lise cime, procccd te iti
proper termissaslois.

BID SYMPTOMS.

To say nozhing cf what ean ossiy bc
surmiseti, hecaise donc ia secret, officiai
returns, -vhsici spenk of wlsat casiot
Uc hidden, are constantly proclaimisg
-what shoulti cover us with sisame, and
tell iscs far *we are yec frein hsariag
reacieti a prcperly Sound aîsd whoe
some condition. Masch, indecti, cf *s
corruption referred te lies ouitside cf osi
particular Ciircises '- luit by ne nicasi
tise wlsele, as tise records cf our sertis)
courta toc asnpiy tescify. Anti eyen 9s w
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