
cutting wood. Thora wore a number of Lifui natives aise. lIn the ni-lit el-lit
Vato men swamn off to our vossol, imiploring us te tako thomn home; and ton Lifà
maon ase wvislied us to compassionate them. Thoy say that they are badly ;'roN id-
ed for, fluggod, or beaten with a stick, at the discretion of their overseor ; arc kept
longer lroin thoir homeo than they wish to stay, etc. ; and we wore in formod by Mr.
Gordon, thiat numbers of the poor creatures Bink under it, anîd citiior die, away
froin thoir frionds, or arai taken homne in a dying st;tto. Captain Williiîuus and 1
went on shore to the sandal-wood e3tabiishment, gto sec what, was to be dune about
the said runaways and othor8 who vvished us to tako themn away. A Captain Maîr
claimned ail the Lif'u people as bis mn. and bogged us flot to take one of them;
and Captain E~dwards said that thù Vate mon, to the uurber of abouit sixxy, wvare
under engaîgemxent te bini for six months, and that hoe wishoed to koep thiiez, and
take thrn hionme hionourably, aecording to lus8 contraet witlî them. fle readily
gave up two. howcever, in whom we feit a spocial interest, as balotnging to thse
Christianu settiemoaL at Erakor. to %vhich %vo wcre gain,,,, and paid them for the
four monthE they had boca with him. Capta.in Mlair sent his bont to romoDve froin
our veisel any Liru natives who wore there, and to watch, until the anchor ivas
uip, that none escaped. WVe prercrrcd bis doing this, that the nativoe naight Sceo
it %vas his doinag, flot ours, that some of theui did not Vo withi uj.

Mir. Gordon, if sparod to labour at Erromanga, will he able in a few years te
furni8h inany detaili respecting the inanners, custoinf;, and traditions or that inter-
e8tinr, branch of the Papuan trihos. For the present, the lollowing fraguients,
partly frein him and partly from a Sainoan toacher 'who was thrc years on the
izland, will net be uninteresting. Tho population, it lias boon observed, May be
sA down at 5000 They arc a kindred race to the Tanese. They are soattered,
and without any sottled, well-ordered villaige. They are nuigratory in given loca-
Iltics, as %var and planting may roqu ire. Theïr chiefs arc numorouis, but not pow-
orful. There are tw,) dialeets on the island, diffiering widely from oach otiier,
but the une is only partially known on the nortlî-east endà of the island, and aîuong
a trie whieh numbers but a few people. Children are kindly treated in gencral,
but Mr. Gxordon thmnks thoera are soine instances of infanticide, and tlîat on the
death of a motiier, ber infant chuld ia 1 uried alive with hier. T hore are but few
objîdren in a family. Four is considoed a large family. Ono aibino has beeri
seen. Vie population of the isiand is uhiouglit to bo lesa now than formoerly. Thoî
dysentory wlioi r.tged in 1842 in other parts cof the greup, ami whieh led ta the
brcaking up of the TFana mission, and the massacre of ocr teachers on Futuna,
raged fearf'uliy in Erronuanga. They traced it te saine hatchets taken on shore
from a sandal-wooding vessol, and tiîrew tbem ail away. Il. is supposed that about
a third of the population of the island died at that timo.

Wonicn carry the children on the sido. Cirrumcision is practised. Conneoted
with anarriage there is a formal dowery. Polygamy prevails. A grent chief has
Poerhaps; ten -%ives. Vie wifle of a deceased liitbaud is takon b~y the brother of the
departed. I3rcad-fruit, yanis, taro, fibli, pork, and human flesh are the r-evailingl
kinds of food cf the poople. Tho womon cuver their persons from, the wvaist Io thée
licols witli leaf-girdies The mon prefer nudity, and a rlîick ropo-work: of leaves
or cioth in fronf, balla, yard long. The women tatou ecd other about the mou th,
checks, eind chmn, with rude dovices of leaves and flowers. The people are fond of
such amusçemeitts as dacnrendart and stone thio-ringp. '£ha -principal ar-
ticles of manufacture are clus and bows and arrows. C

A number of old peuple are te be seen. Tlie sick are -not wcll cared for. They
have sonie mnedicines for cases ef peisoning, difficuit labour, etc. They bolieve iii
witchcraft, and otiier things as causing diseaso. Tîxere are few hunchhacks.-
Uleerous sures arc commun, and alsc olephantiasis, and fiever and ague. Thiedead
are buried, ini sume cases, witlîout any ccvering, and, tu oChers. with a winding-
shoeot of cocua-nut beaves. The.y do not -ai-re any mark over the grave. It is
known rather by a deprt ssiun in the earth of a fow inches, and by two sticks stand-
ing op, the une at the hoad and the other at the foot. Seme aIso are laid in caves,
witlîcut any cartlî or covcring. Iley do nut eat anything wiiich grows within
about 100 yards cf a place %vhere their mon dead are buricd, but strangers from
anotiior district will pluck cocca-nuts, aad eat freely of sucli tbings as grow thero.


