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i; the very truthi of God, and it is of the
greatest importance that; it should ho care-
fally lodgcd ia the minds of our children.

j hoe field on which yon can draw for in-
structing and intcresting the ehidren
under your charge is very extensive-the
Old and New Testament, ]?salms, Hlymns
and Spiritual Songs, the Shorter Catechism,
and perbaps other simpler Catechisms.
The samne glorious truths shine througb i M
these. Christ is the central Sun to wvhose
lîghit yon desire to draw the littie ones.
Christ is the heginning and the end of
every lesson and of every song of praise.-
The Lessons on which Notes are to ho
found elsewhere relate to, the Life of 'iirist.
They shouid ho deeply interesting to every
human Boul. The cbildren cannot ho made
too familiar with them.

WAR AND THE GOSPEL.
God is Bhaking terribly tho earth. Not

a week of the past six' months bas passed
without bearing us tidings of bloodshed and
battie. The scourge of war has siwept over
one-haîf of France, and the area of the
strife daily tbreatens to become wider.
Other nations, our own among the number,
are in danger of becoming involved. We
stand with awe on the brink of a crater; we
know flot how soon its thunder will waken
or its red lava burst in resistiess volume
over the ground which we occupy. Why
is this possible in christian lands and in
this year of grace ? What con we say of
the boastcd civilization of our age, or of
the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ ?

War is rather a symptom, than a disease:
the diseaso is the sin that ruIes in our un-
regenerate hearts. True, war is a most
awful symptom, but tho disease which
originates Sucb a symptom Must ho Stil
more dreadful. The raging foyer indicates
a diseased frame; the hurricane and the
thunder-storma tell of previons derangernent
and deadly impurity of the atmesphere;
and much in like manner war cernes in
consequence of diseases and fatal disorders
in the body politic, The misery eoused
by it is 'ÏnconceivabIy great. The con-
sWderation of its horrors brings most im-

pressively under our view the degradation
aiid %vickedncss of our fallen state. Think
o? bouses burned, men, wonien and
children starving an d perishing with colâ
think of thousands slain, and think of ten
thousands prostrated with deadly wounds;
think of the ruined fortunes, the brok en
liearts, the bloodslied, the lieaps of corpses
If such are tlie symptoms, what; must bo
the disease itself in aIl its darl, reality!

Yet God miakes the wratm o? mon to
praise Him. We can sc Ris arm in the
war now raging. Ho is rebuking iniquity,
idolatry, and atheism. Ho ks avenging the
blood o? His servants slain in other days
by pîtiless fanoties. Hoe is teaching France
the folly of her proud infidelity andi bigoted
superstition and famaticismn. Tbreo han-
dred years ago, France rejected the Gospel
and humaa, liberty, and chose tyranny and
superstition. She slew or expatriated ber
best and truest sons. And nowv she is
poying the penalty in abundant measure.
She needs to day, 0 how sadly, the brave
and bonest children of brave and good
fathers, sueh as sbe slow on St. Batholo-
mew's--sucb as sbe banishied under the reign
of Louis XIV.,--suehi as sbe systematically
oppressed for thrce centuries. She needed
tîmis awfnl ordeal, this purifving in the
furnace of affliction. Slie gave ber power
to, promote the ends o? the ]?apocy, with
but few short interruptions, for the past
thousand years. Af ter this trial she will
ho readier to hear the Gospel in its parity
tban ever she was hefore.

Germany too is learning a mucb-needed
lesson from the war. Her people, from the
new-made Emnperor downwvards, acknow-
ledge the hond of God in their victories.
The churcbes throughout the land are
thronged with devout worshippers as they
have no: been since the era of the Refor-
mation. The spirit of Protestantism is
also moaking itself feît even in bitterly
Roman Catholic Bavaria.

Austria Iearned five years ago that ber
wcakness loy in her subserviency to the
Papal power and to the eniervating. leader-
ship of a narrow minded bierorehy. Since
1866 the Gospel bas male more progres8
in the Austrian Empire than during the
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