
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS

the public being s;acrificed to those of the colleges. With us in
Ontario ic law fcquircs that the candidatc for graduation in
dcntistry shal, iii addition to attendance at college for thrcc
scssions, be articled to a practitioner for a tcrn of thrcc and a lialf
ycars including thc time spcnt at collcgc. This wc consider a
advantage over ail private tuition or ail collcgc instruction.

Fcw mnci who arc cngaged in practice, having the cares of an
o4ffcc, anîd especially if to that bc added tlic carcs of a family, cai
kceep tlicmselvcs sufficiently postcd upoi what wc usually crn the
theorctical subjects, as clcmistry, physiology, anatomy, matcria
inedica, etc., with thcir changes by dcvclopncnt and discovcry, to
tloroughly instruct a studcent upoi these subjccts. And supposing
tliey were capablc, how many could takc the tine to inst-uct one
studcnt upon thei many subjects ieccssary for a thorougli dental
education ? This can bctter bc donc by congrcgating students,
and dividing subjccts to be taught among a number -of mcin. who
nay be paid to devotc sufficient time to kccp tlcmselvcs

acquainted w'ith ail iicv discoveries and developments in con-
nection with their subjects, and to imîpart a knowledgc of those
subjccts to tlcir classes.

On the other hand, therc is inuch in a dcntal cducation wlhich
can better bc tauglht in a private office thai in a college. A
dental student reccntly statcd ini my licaring that lie regarded one
year in an office bctter than fivc years at college. This mîay be an
cxaggcrated statement, but there is no doubt but in a well
i-cgulatcd office there is much tlat may be lcarned of private
practice whicl it is impossible to tcach iii a crowdcd college,
-Iowcvcr, lcaving this argument out of the question, the fact

rcmains, tlat in order to enter the ranks of our profession in
Ontario the candidate must pass through the hands of a preceptor,
and it is with this individual that this paper is calculatcd to deal.

No practitioner is under obligation to take a studett into lis
office, a'id many refuse to do so, for various reasons. Soic con-
sider that after taking the collcge sessions out of the term of
pupilage, the balance of tine, even though a tuition fee be charged,
is not sufficient to warrant lis turning out a possible competitor.
Others shrink from assuming the responsibility of allowing a
student to operate upon their patients.

I recently read a discussion which took place at a dental con-
v'cntion upon the subject of education. One gentleman stated
he would not take a student into his office for $i,ooo.

There are threc classes of practitioners who should never
assume the responsibilitics of a preceptor: Those who have no
vork for students to do, those who have work but will not allow

students to do it, and those who allow students to operate indis-
criminately. The two former classes do not do justice to their
students, and the latter does an injustice to the public.


