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Our winters bere are more favourable for
cattle raising, when they are properly fed
and sheltered, than the changeable winters
of Scotland, and if they get the justice there
given them, we should have at least equal if
not superior animals.

MALCOLM McGREGOR,

Roxborough, Feb. 24, 1870.

Note By En--Qur article on this subject
was not intended to apply to the case of
breeders of high class thoronghbred short-
borns, or in cases where the value of the
nmilk is a secondary considerativn to the
value of the animal intended to be raised in
order to fetch a fancy price. In their cases
it is quite usual to allow the calves to suck
the cows, or even where that course is not
pursued (and it is a most undesirable one in
many respects), they are allowed nothing but
new milk. But it would be folly to expect
the farmers, as a class, to devote all the new
milk of their cows to the sole purpose of rais-
ing calves, when it is worth more for making
butier. As to skimmed milk being continu-
ally purgative, our own experience, as well
as that of several other breeders to whom we
have lately spoken with reference to thissub-
Ject, is that it isnot so0. Ifgivento = calf ac-
customed to suck, or have new milk warm
from the cow, it wonld in many cases prove
purgative for the first two or three days. We
have found that if warmed to a pro, er degree
it does not purge to any apprecial le extent.
The meal should be boiled, and then stirred
in ; but then few will take that trouble, and
we fear few even take the trouble to heat
their skimmed milk to a proper degree. and
it is giving the calf the milk cold that canses |
all the trouble our correspondent speaksof |

In regard to the other point. opinions may
well be allowed to differ: but our object
wag to show that animals that bad heen well
fed and cared for would attain maturity. and
g0 be fit to breed, earlier than those that
were neglectad and stunted. .\ few days
since we saw a very fine chorthorn cow, now
gix years old, that has bred six calvee at sin-
gle births, the first one coming when ahe |
wae eighteen months ol : and we think few
breeders of purestock in this conntry conld
he satisfied to wait for their heifers to reach
their fourth year before breeding.
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Shrinkage on Hogs.

We have as yetreccived but very few an.
swers to our enquiries on this subject. The
cause may lie in the lateness of the season at
which they were made. the greater portion of
the hog products having pravably been mar-
Reted. Another is the Qittieulty experienced
by farmers in getting fal bugs correctly
weighed at just the right time.

A firm in Pennsylvania. largely cngaged in
falting hogs of the Chester White breeds
gives the shrinkage or loss between live and
dressed weight of 2 large namber as follows:
On hogs weighing over 600 pounds, loss 12

pounds per 100 of live weight, or less than one:

eighth. 300 to 600 pounds, !4 pounds per
100, or less than one-seventh; 150 to 300
pounds. 16 pounds per 100, or less than one-
sixth.

They say common scrub hogs will lose
more, and that there is a wide margin for
profit between feeding improved breeds and
common hogs, more than suflicient to pay the
extra prices demanded for animals ol the
former.

A Mr. Eckardt, of Markham, gives the live
weights of two eight months old Berkshires
he killed as 302 and 253 pounds respectively.
Each gave twelve pounds of rough lard, and
weighed besides 250 aud 245 pounds, show-
ing a logs of less than one-tenth. Another
Pennsylvanian gives an account of a Chester
\White hog he killed that weighed 1,065 pounds
alive, and 1,005 pounds dressed; less than
one-sixteenth of lods. An Ohio man gives the
live weight of a twenty-three months old
Chester hog at 985 pounds; dressed weight
§70 pounds, « loss of one-ninth.

We hope to get some more answers, and
shall reserve any further remarks on the sub-
ject till it can be more fully investigated, but
so fur the evidence is in favour of what we
have always mazintained, viz., that the amount
of shrinkage insisted upon by drovers and
peckers in buying fut hogs alive is mach too
great for the interests . the farmer who has
really good hogs to sell.
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Barren Cows or Heifers

It 1s no untrequent canse of complaint with
breeders that veluable cows or beifers some-
times fa1l to breed. Sach instances rarely
ocenr, except in the cases of animals that
have been pampered, that is, brongbt to a
high condition by means of extra feeding or
“ forcing.” as it is cnlled. Such animals
nced not be condemnned as barren. as under
good management they can be brought to
breed. 1t s well to reduce them in flesh
about the beginning of snmmer, by turning
then into a hilly short pasturage for a time-

A long drive will often prove beneficial.

Sometitmes a.change from one herd or farm to
another sone miles away proves a sure rem.
edy after every other has failed.

Delicacy of constitution may sumetimes be
the cause, from too cloge in and in breeding,
and wherethesamebail hasbeen used in aberd
for some years he may fuil with some of the
younger cows and heifers. in which cuses
resort must be had to another bull that is in
no way related to the kerd.

Bualls that are too closely bred. or that are
fed too much on rich carbonacedus food. fre.
quently prove unrclinble stock getters. They
should get albuminous food in preference,
such as peas, oais, barley, and the legunin.
ous grassez. In fact, annything very saccha-
rine or sweet is undesrable. W\ bull should
always be keptin good comdition, but should
not get fat. and thewore he is used the more
need there ie of giving him onis or batley.

but he shonld never bave Indian corn.  The
forcing of bulls when young, in order to get
them into high condition and early use, is
sure to prove injurious, and result in greatly
diminishing theiv vigour. Neglect to give
salt atleast oncew week is often a canse of
barrenness among cows and heifers. A bull
should never be allowed to run with the
herd ; that is one great point often neglected,
and results notonly in inducing barrenuess,
but also in producing abortion among the
females. It isone of the most commen, yet
mos: pernicions practices indulged in by
breeders, more from carelessness, and a de-
sire {0 <ave {rouble, than want of know-
ledge.

Steaming Roots for 8tock.

A subseriber from Yarmouth, Nova Scotia,
asks us to give, through the columns of the
Caxapa FARMER, the least expensive mode of
steaming roots for hogs, on & small secale.

Among other experiences of farm  hus-
bandry. one of our regular countributors has
carefully tried and practised the following
plan bofk ia FEogland and Canada, and
baving at command small means, the annual
expenditure was kept very low. Bisaccount
is as follows :

For a small irexpensive nig for steaming
roots for stock, I have used and would recom-
mend an ordinary potash kettle, if the farmer
bag one, (of course a better boiler would do
its work quicker,) set in « brich arch, with
plenty of tire room, and about ten feet of as-
cendisg chimney, and a cover fitted into the
kettle, made of two-inch dry plank, well
sointed, and nailed firmly on scantling to pre-
vent warping. .\ bar of wood passes across
the cover aud another crosses this, and each
end is fi.mly secured to the “Ing ™ or pro-
pelling supportofthe kettle, (thero are usually
four of these *lugs.”™) by a piece of iron hoop
formed into 2 band. and@ well hooped on to
each projecting end.  These bars will firmly
hold the cover in its proper place. All round
the edge o! the cover you mast caalk cotlon-
batting or flax. driven well into the joint, so
as to besteamstight.  Thisis very casily done,
as there will be no pressure. A barrel with
one head ous is placed on the cross, and com-
manicates, by ineans of a cock, with the kettle
below. The barrel is to be filled with water;
and the boiler Lelow, as the water evaporates,
is supplied from this source.

A tweeinch wrought iron or in pipe, well
wrapped over with old rags to keep in the
heat. rises, by means of an elbow, from the
cover. and turns at once over the side of the
Ketile. and with another elbow {its into o
short piece of pipe. called a nozzle, that enters
the contre of the back of the puncheon in
which the rools are to he steamed, close to
the botiom. and underneath & perforated false
botiom plac-d in the battom of the puncheon.
o which ihe rodts rest. This is supported
by two-inshbenvers arranged across the pun-
cheon Lead ‘o receive the weight of roots,



