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The Woodpecker.

Acorrespondent from Port Hope, reforring
foa siatement by a2 writer in this journal
that the murks of the Woodpecker were an
index of the presence of the bover ov other
insects, oxpresses his dissent, snd aftirms his
belief that the bicd in question attucks young
smooth-barked and sound trees, for the pur.
pose of sucking the sap 3 that in this way
they frequently givdiethe
tree, and ultimatuly kill
it, as he found from his
own observation, buyv.
ing, be says, Josta valu-
able plum  tree from
the attacks of these
birds. The same cor-
respondent  condemns
the importation of the
House Sparrow into this
couniry, betieviag it to
he an unmitigated pest,
and that the Hedge Spar-
row would be a much
wore desirable acquisi-
tion. In his letter he
further laments the in-
{rodugtion of Lincoln-
shire sheep, and their
recognition in the prize
st of our Agricultuml
Shows. saying that he
woukl - enceurage the
importer of such sheep
by patiing him in the
Penitenmtiary  for  two
years, and feeding him
onLincolnshiremution.”
He will doubiless be
comforted by finding no
wmention of the obnoxis
ous breed in the I'vize
List of the Provincial
Association, and, as we
bave ourselves no parti-
ality for the said mutton.»
we will ot now discuss
thad question, but pass
on {o the birds, We
have only 2 word or two
by the way for the spar-
oW, bt must attemps a
more cinphatic vindication of the Wood
peckers.  The Honse Sparrow {Pyryita Do-
wcstica) and the Iledge Sparrow (Accentor
Modularis}, though somewhat resembling one
suother on a casual abacrvation, are in real-
ity very different birds, belonging not only
to different genera, but to widely separated
families. The former, ot trte sparrow, isa
member of the Finch {amily, inclnded in the
sub-order Conirosiresor conical beaked birds,
while the latter helongs to anothet sub-order,
the Tooth billed birds (Dentirosires), and Is
cloeely allied to the Blue bird and other
warblers. Ofthe two, perhaps (he denizen
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of the hiedges is the less omuivoroug; both,
however, destroy an immense number of in-
sects, and are esteemed on that account most
useful fo their native huuntsg but it donbtless
admits of question whether their introduction
into Canada, where we have already so many
insectivorons birds, is ealled fir or desirable.
We shall pertinps do better by carefully pro-
tecting ouv teatbored (rivods that are native
to the country  Prominent ameng them are
the much muligned snd interesting family of
Waadpechers,

The peealiar habits amd formation of this

trive are so distinct that the naturalist ase
gigns them aspeeial suy-order, that of Svan-
sores, or Climbing birds, The Cuckoos ure
members of the same funily, The nume,
Woodpecker, indicates 1he well knowa hiabit
common o those hirds of picking among the
decaying wood and bark of irees, in order v
feed npon the inscots found within, They
also chip away the wood for the purpose of
making the cavitivs or nests in which theic
eggs are deposited, and their youngarcereared.
In order to enuble them to perform these
duties, their structure is very curiously modi-
fled. The fest are made extremely powerful,
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and the claws are strong and sbavply hosked,
sa that the bird can retain a ficm hold of the
tree to which it is clinglag, pwhile it works
away at the bavk or wood with its bill. The
tall, too, is fursished with very stiff and
pointed feathers, which are pressed against
the hark, and form a kind of support on which
the bird can rest a large propovtion of its
weight. The broast bone, moresver, is not
50 prominent as in the generality of flying
birds, in order to enable the Woodpecker to
press its breast closely to the tree; and
the beak i3 long, sirong, and sharp,

These modifieations aid
the bird i cutting away
the wood, but there is
yet a provision needful
to render the woodpeck-
er capuble of seizing the
little fnsects on which it
feeds, and whick lurk in
small holes, tubes, and
crannics into which the
beak could net pene-
trate, This structure is
represented on the other
page by o sketeh of a
woadpecker’s head. The
tongue boaes or “hyoid?
boresare greatlylength.
ened, and pass over the
top of the head, baing
fastened in the skull just
above the right nogiril.
These long tendinous
looking benes are ac-
companied by a norrow
strip of musele, by which
they are wmoved. The
fotigue itsellis furnished
at the tip with a long
horny appendage cover-
ed with barbs und sharp-
ly pointed, so that the
bird is enabled to pro-
ject this instrument to o
constderable  distance
from the bill, {ranstix an
insect, and draw it into
its month, A ferther
provision for capturing
tnsects too small to be
thus harpooncd, or hook-
ed out, is furnished by
aviscid secretion poured
uper the teongue from
certain glands within the mouth, and which
ctuses the tiny insects to adbere to the
weapon swddenly projecied among them.
The whole arrangement is very aralogous to
the tengne of the Ant-cater, which fecdsin a
similar manner.  Aglance atthis structure is
suMcient to show how tofally unfitied is the
whole appatatns for any such operation »3
that attribsted to these birds of sucking the
sap.

The limits of this article will only allow a
very brief notice of one or two of our Cana
diun species. Profesor Hincks snnmerates
eight that are known as natives of Cansds,



