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By DuFI"IELD. Third edition, re-
vised and corrected. New York
and Toronîto : Funk & Wagnalls.
8vo., pp. 6Î5. Price, $.O

Great hynins have been one of the
chief agents in ti- e sprend of Chris-
tian doctrine an,.: the moral uplift-
ing of the race. It was on the wings
cf the ScripLure carols sung by
Luther, thiat the Reformation large-
ly wvon its way throughout Europe.
It %vas the soul-stirring hymns of
Charles Wesley, more than any
other agyency, which contributed to
the spread of the new evangel cf
Mýetlhodismn and to the doctrinal in-
t,3(rity of the MethodiRt Churcli
t.hrougliout the world. The Sankey

hnins have sung, themselves arotund
thc globe, and in nîany lands and in
mialy tongues hiave been teaching
the Gospel of salvation.

V/hile many of these hymuns are
ephoemeral, yet others are, indeed,
"hynins cf the ages," destined te
live w hile time shall last. To have
written a great hymn like Wesley's
" Jesus, Lover of Mly Soul, "or Top-
la&y's " Rock of Ages," is to have
conferred an unspeakable benefit to
mankind. Smnall wonder that hiym-
iiology lias ever been a favourite
study of devout nîinds, and îîever
more 5(> than at the present tinie.
Dr. Duflield, by poetic temperanienb,
by spiritual insiglit, by fine lit-,rary
taste, wvas especially qualifie(' for
writing the work bofore ns. WVe
have previously review-ed ini this
magaziine Iiis able bo ~k on Latin
bymuns. He here rentiers the sanie
service to the classic hymuns cf the
Englishi tongue. H-e bas given a
brief biography of the great hyn
writers of Christendoin, traced the
hist.ory -of their hymns and quoted
inany interesting, incidents of their
effects.

It adds new zest to our enjoyrnent
of these grand old hymns to know

w~hat manner cf mn and wonien
they were by whom they were writ-
ton, andl tho l)eculiar circumatances
of thieir inspliration. 'W wvish that
wo hiad k-nown, ien ivo visited the
convent cf Mar Saba, near the De!"d
Sea, that the exquisite hymn, "Art
Thou Weary, Art Thon Languid,"
ivas ivritten ini one cf its, colIs in the
eighthi century.

Sonie cf Dr. Duffield's own trans-
lations are exceedingly happy, as is
that cf the grandest hymn of the
Germani tongue, "Ein Feste Burg
ist unser Gott." " I have only
plucked a fewv fiowers," hie says,
&tf rom theouter limits cf that great
gardon cf Christian biogrraphy. 1
trust there is more liglit te break
across this hymn-country, this lanid
cf Beulah, frcm which the towers
and palaces cf the N~ew Jerusalem
can be seen. The years spent in
this new study," lie adds, "1nake
me feel

l'Il triîn my laînp the while,
And chant a mnidnight lay,

Till perfect liglit Pnd gladness corne
In glory .s endIesi, day.' "

This devout student cf the songs
o>f the ciu roi. on earth lias noew
passed within the î'eil, and sings withi
swcoter tongu o the song of INIoses
and thc Lanmb.

It would be a ineans of grace if
we wvere to sl)ond more time witli
that admirable collection, Our o'wn
Methiodist hymn bock, or musing
over "HEynis Ancient and Modern,"
or with Dr. Robinson's "Laudes
Doni", using as a companion and
interpreter this admirable volume.
The bock, is admnirably indexod, but
wve notice onîe curions slip. Botli
John and Charles Wesley are de-
scribed as belongingr te the " M. E."
(Methodist Episcopal) Cliurch. The
most volumninons cf hyrnn writers
is, cf course, Charles Wesley, who
wrote abont six thiousand. Next to
him. we think was Mrm. Fanny


