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eithiubiÀasx uver ieaeh new author who swayed her for the tirne,
very lirecibe in language, and a littie pedantic, witb some hardly
concealed scorn for u those who cared for none of these things."

She found time, with ail lier domestie cares and ber studies, tu
work arnong the poor, 'visidting them, forrning clothing clubs, and
in other ways louking after their interests. From ber contact
with the poor at this time, wve inust have the characters of Silazý
Marner and Dolly.Winthrop, for she -was neyer personally active
in charity in after-life. Indeed, many of George Eliot's character
studies are tbe resuit of her experiences in the apparently barren
period of her girlbood. Much of the scenery, too, of lier books is
fatithful descr-iption of wbat was familiar to ber childîsb eyes.

It was well for ber tfuture success that she wvas flot born in a
more cultured and exclusive circle. With ber studious and
fas.ttidious tastes, she would neyer willingly have placed berseif in
a position to study burnan nature in ail its phases-could neyer
have studied it as one of the people. The bigher classes of Engiish
scciety are su hemmed in by the pxýejudice of caste tbat it seems
a necessity that ber poets and novelists, those wbose work it is to
portray bumau cliaracter and passions, should corne, with few
exceptions, fromi the commonalty; that Shakespeare sbould be an
obscure village boy, and Keats a stable-keeper's son, that Dickens
:sbould have that sorrow'ful apprenti% eship to the blacking businesb,
and shoulci himself, for a t1ime, be a a"cbild of tbe Marshalsea."
To obtain a knowledg.,e of the course of a stream, the eye may
trace it, at one's leisure, fromn a neighbouring bill, but te know
what flowers- grow on its sides one's feet must follow ail its wind-
iiig.- tbrough tbe moss and bushes of its banks; so witli a humain
life-by observii1gc it frorn a distance one maty gain ivise views
as to its duties and destiny, but to learn what poisonous fiowers
of temiptition, and what healing herbs of comfort sui-round its
way, one mnust walk very close beside it.

Tbe fi.rst important change in George Eliot's life took place iii
bier twenty-first year, wben ber father gave up Griff Farrn to bis
son, and took a bouse at Foleshili, near Coventry. Miss Evans
waýs delightcd to change ber quiet country home for one nearer
the town, as she hoped to find better opportunities for culture, and
more congenial friends. Ail unconsciously she was approacbingr
the crisis of ber life.

Uer fzimily had formerly had a slight acquaintance with Mr-
Bra-y, of CoventrV, and the acquaintance was now renewed. Mr.
Bray -iva«.s a wcalthy ribbon manufacturer, and one of those men
whom Emerson ýsavs, -,are nowhere better found than inEngland;
a cultivated person, fitiy surrounded hy a happy borne. At bis
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