
hiones of the cit\v, and as w' ive-,s and niothers to-day thev are
sprid(ifg the leaves quietly but sureIl'. TheQ Aiinerican Presby-
terians have a vigorous mission in Cairo ailso, and in Egrypt as ini
Palestinle, are' pers(weringly atnd wýisely- workýilg for the evangeli-
zation of the peole so dense ini darkness anid degradation.

It ilust 1)C remlemlbere(l, too, that il] E gpt the Coptie Chiristian
(1 iUclh nuifblers nia n y ad heren ts, an d tha t tbese Chiristia us, so
i rue andf stead(f.aýst to Ltheir fi ithl vhrough thec persecutiolis of

ivrehave wvon a great decal of tok*ration froin their fanatieal
tkelow-countrymien. We visited, in oli Cafro; a quaint suburb,
uiowN of the more modern citv, the chief elhurchi of the Copts-îan
extraordinary structurc, and soniewliere withiiî the (unii labyrinth
flhat led to it a -Coptie, scin)ol. Mar up the N'ile valley iare coin-
inutnities of Copts, 'vith their religion and their sehools; and
though tlie liglit is dimi in the ancient church, and burns feeblv
ail the more because shrouded in a, thousand superstitions, stili it
is there, îaid if kindled and brighitened niighit be a focus point of
radiamice to lighiten these dark hands far more quicklv and
thoroughily than they could be reacherd by any outside îagenCV.
l1'lie Copt himuself is a lineal descendant of the ancient Egyptians,
and lie bas kept bis raee-blood pure by refusal to intermnarry- with
other and inferior races. Dow'n-trodden and despised for centuries,
it miay be that the PCoptie, race shall yet agcain mnake its mark
upon the history of the Land of the Pbaraohs, and help to lift it
to the level it is providentially fitted to oecupy.

"Egypt is the gift of the Nule," says the Egyptian proverb; and
the fair-reacing truth of the saying is very evident to tbe tmavel-
1er. The ]and itself is mnade up largely of the fertile sult swept
dlown froni tinie immnemorial by tlie benieficent river, and annu-
ally thlIargess of the inundating flood is distributed to keep up

àn increase the fertilitv of the soil. On the island of lihoda,
near Cairo, stands the Nilometer, whosec gra duated sha,,ft of stone
shiows the anxious watchers fle lbeighit to whicli the vater riscs,
aInd the consequent certainty of good harvest or failure. A few
inche.s above the average ineans abundance ý a few inehes below,
fiailure or famine.

'Çowhiere iu the world, I suppose, is irrigation by artificial
ineans so studied and practised. Rain never fails, and the burn-
ing sun overbead speedily draws th'e moisture fromi the ligbt soil,
and constantly mutst water be given to the fields or tbey would
all become dry and dusty wa-stes. By the banks of the Nile one
hear's constantly thie creak of thie sakiyehs-the great wvater
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