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possible unless further knowledge of the subject becomes
available.” However, the subject is being by no means
abandoned by the laboratories of the Toronto filtration plant.
The active research work that has been carried out for the
past nine years by the city of Toronto in these very efficient
laboratories is being continued, and the study of the colloidal
properties of aluminium will be one of the many highly
technical problems which will be further investigated.

GEN. CURRIE AND McGILL UNIVERSITY

I‘N an “Associated Press” despatch from Montreal it is

stated that Gen. Sir Arthur Currie, inspector-general of
the Canadian forces and: formerly commander of the Cana-
dian Corps in France, has been offered and has accepted the
appointment as principal of McGill University. No official
announcement has as yet been made by the authorities of
the University, but it is stated that the Board of Governors
met last Monday to consider the matter.

If confirmed, this appointment will create a precedent,
as Gen. Currie is not a graduate of any university, although
he had an education which qualified him as a teacher in a
high school in British Columbia, which position he held for
six years before entering the real estate business. This was,
of course, long before he found his real metier as a soldier.

Gen. Currie’s appointment would undoubtedly be im-
mensely popular and of distinct advantage to MecGill Uni-
versity, not only because of his military record, but also
because. of his business and executive ability, his commanding
personality, his talent as a speaker and a writer, and the
warm place which he occupies in the hearts of the Canadian
public, who will long remember his valiant, indefatigable
services during the war. A

The Board of Governors of MeGill University cannot
possibly make any other appointment that would meet with

‘the general approval that will be shown throughout Canada

if the newspaper announcement is officially confirmed. They
are to be congratulated if Gen. Currie has agreed to accept
the position, for they will have secured the services of one
of the greatest characters in Canada’s history; and Gen.
Currie also is to be heartily congratulated, for the prestige
of McGill is great, and his election as its head will be second
to no other honor that he has yet received, many though
they have been.

= Letters to the Editor &

T
BIG DEMAND FOR ENGINEERS

Sir,—I was much interested in reading amongst the
“Letters to the Editor” in your number of the 15th April,
a letter from Mr. Heywood, of the Toronto Harbor Com-
mission’s staff, commenting upon my recent address to the
High School teachers of Ontario, extracts from which you
published in the same number,.

Two extracts from my address were selected by Mr.
Heywood and quoted in his letter, which, as I remember,
are correctly reported. Taking these, to which he makes
objection, I do not think that anyone who has vision for the
development of Canada in her great resources both material
and human, can deny that there is a future for our young
men in those pursuits “wherein applied science and engineer-
ing knowledge and ability are required.” If we are to keep -
our young men in Canada—and we all want this, I am sure
—we must educate the right type and educate them properly,
and that is why I said in my address that “a special effort
should be exerted to direct the proper type into these pro-
fessions.” '

Mr. Heywood considers that the statement is incorrect
and misleading wherein I said that “Fear that various
branches of the engineering profession may become over-



