
'AN IMPORTANT GIRCULAR.

inembers of sorne Lodge, duly returned to
Grand Lodge as P. M.'s and residents of
the Districts for which they are respective-
Iy appointedl. None others are qualified2',

Amn I to understand that the actual
W. IM. of a Lodge, though a P. M., is not
eligible for the office of D.J).G.M.? I judge
this to be ]3ro. Robertson's opinion from lhis
subsequent reniarks on the same subject
regardîng Quebeo, but would like to have
his views definitely expressed?

A.-The actual Master of a Lodge
who is also a Past Master is eligible
for election as D. D. G. M., under the
preseut Constitution of the Grand
Lodge of Cauada. In Quebec it jefot!
so, and we think the Quebeo rule is a 1
good one; and we would be glad to
see it adopted by the Grand Lodge of
Canada.

An Important Circular.

The following circular bas been is-
sued by R. E. Comp. John Ross Rob-
erteon, Grand Supt. of Toronto Dis-
trict, and is of general interest to the
Craft, but the R. E. Comp. should
remember thiat soine jurisdictions on
the other side do not issue diplomas.
A Companion may purchase one and
get it certified to by the Hligli Priest'
and Secretary of the Chapter to which
he belongs, but the vast majority ii
suich j uriedictions have no certificates:

'ROYAL ARCII CUAPTER 0F CANADJA.

0ffie oj Grand Stijerinb'ndeiît, Toronto Dzst,

TonoRO.ýT, Ist Pecember, 1881.
IurSir. and .7'ektCorpanion:-
I have to direct the attention of inembers

of <Jhapters to the following extract from
the address of the M.E. Companion, Daniel
sprvy G.Z., i 1880, delivered at the Annual
Convocation of the Grand Chapter in the
city of Cruelphi, and the decision of the
Grand Chapter thereon.
ROYAL .uRCLorIx .%SI) 3ASONIC FESTIVALS

AND) FVUSERAL5.

'Soie discussion lias lately taken placei
in the M~asonic Press regarding the pro-ler
Masonie clothing to be worn at the funeral
of a deceased brother. # * * There is
no funeral cereniony iu connection withl
Royal Arcli Masonry in this jurisdiction,
and aithougli the Constitution permits the
attendance at funerals of 'Royal Arcli Masons
properly clothedi as sucli, it would be mucli
better if aIl Free Masons would, on sucli

occasions, appear ini the more simple and
appropriate clothing usually worn by Mas-
ter ylasons."-See P. 21, 22, Proceedings of
1880.

The comxnittee on the address of the
Grand First Principal reportedl that they
wvere "1fully ini accord with the views of the
M.E. the Grand Z., ** believing that
the simple costume worn on sucli occasions
by Master Masons is more appropriate
than any other, and that a more elaborate
display is unnecessary and should be avoid-
ed."-See p. 17, Proceedinge 1880.

As it is desirable tbat all decisions of the
Grand Chapter should be obeyed, you will
direct your memibers to discontinue wearing
R~oyal Arcli o1othing at Masonie funerals in
future unlesa the Chapter bas been speciaily
convefied to take part in the ceremony.
When a Chapter lias appeared as sucli at a
Masonic funeral, the Ex. Z. shoula imme-
diately report to the Grand Superintendent
as provided for in clause cxii. of the Consti-
tutioni of the Grand Cliapter, 1881, whioh
states that l'no public procession or festival
shaîl be allowed without a dispensation, ex-
cept to attend Masonie f unerals, the urgen-
cy of wvhichi may not admit of the delay
necessary for procuring a dispensation, and
which shiail immediately be reported to the
Grand Superintendent of the District."

I liave uoticed Masons presounL at Lodge
meetings and at Craft Festivals, wea.ring
Royal Arcli Regalia. This ie clearly a vio-
lation of the Constitution, and should be
dliscontinued in tis District, as clause cxxxi.
o! the Constitution states that "if any
Chapter or Companion shall attend any
public piýocession (except a funeral) or fes-
tival, in Royal Arcli clothing, without a
dispensation, such Chapter or Companion
shall be suspended, * * and such Coin-
panion shall be rendered incapable of ever
af ter being an officer of a Chapter. "

You wvill note that the requirement of
the constitution is most explicit, and I res-
pectfully desire that you will see that it is
obeyed.

,.PrXIAL DISPEYSATIONS.
As during this month Chaptere will be

calledl upon to elect their officers for the
ensuing Masonic year, I bec to remind yen
that at the Convocation of Grand Chapter
held at Guelphi 1880 (Seo p. 15, Proceed-
ings 1880), the Grand Z. in Iii- address di-
rected the attention of Grand Chapter to
the ,numerous applicat4ons received for
idispensations, ta permit Compar'ions to be
installed as Principals without having pre-
viously served ini the othier offices required
by the Conbtitution." That the Grand Z.,
"-belie-iringr the opinion of the Grand Chap-
ter to be u nfavorable to, the extreme use of
this prerogative, dechinedl to grant several
of those applications," although in a few
very urgent cases they were issued. The
comnxittee, in their report on the address


