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Convent General meeting triennially, or
at such thmé ag H. R, H. Wi b Ba plénsed
to call it together; as ap opyott forthe
Gahd' Master to-e6mé amengst the Order
distributing honors and installing Grand
Officers, ete., etc., wotld .no ‘doubt  give
general satisfaction and make it desarvedly
popular,

‘We must remember theOrder is now a
paiiof the Masonic™ body, end we: cannot
in the present day pretend to adhere to all

the restrictions of our greab chivalrie origi.-

nal, however much we may endeavor to
conform to its dootrine and usages, nor oan
wepretend to divide the Order into Knights,
Chaplains, Squires, Pages, and  Serving
Bréthren, with the understanding that
many of the three latter clagses will never
bé able to attain the ‘‘aecuolade” or the
highest office; enchnutionality in its debaile
is'entitled to adopt theitown viswwwithout
interfering with the general ' Rales and
Regulations of the Association.

“Convent General,” being no longer a
united body, is virtually broken up, and the
homogenity provided for in the third axticle
of union, is, de facto, abolished, leaving us
further from the object sought to be obtain-
ed than ever.

'ﬂm Uhited: States. Luaplﬁuhld propos-

ed s treaty witl: ..avent Genersl which
bad been refer:vi to the Ansly Chaneellor,
but there is no hope of ita béing: carried out
new, or indeed at any time, excepting anw
miere form, from the. dlsmﬂa.mby of the.two
systems.

This want of ufianimityis greatly to be
reg:etted as it cannot be denled the union
h#d much to recommend it, and was calen-

lated to elevate, ezmoble, and dignify the’|

Order, with something of the reality of a
ohivalric body, making it titles valunble
ahd acceptable By reviving the spirit and
distinctive principles of the ancient Order;
but as at present constituted and engrafted
on Freemsasonry, it does hot appear possible
t¢ induce the members to agree on this
po;nt which seéms to me. ¢ould only be
brought about in the British Dominions if
Témplary could besiddenly reduced in nurn-
bers' and then made by lave, like the higher
degrees of* Magonry in Sweden, & géntuine

order of the State. This is quite iea.mble,
having io!ﬁuﬂ of the Reyul family:memnk”
bers inderedbell in ‘the Order, and of

deed have Boen' the originel mm&nm
méeaning of the unjon. It would then have
tHo'rdulidy whials i¥ néver can otherwise, as
it is, not being recognized by the govers-
ment of civil anthorities as anyfhitg more
than an association of Freemasons undes
the name  of Knights  Templar; however
real it may be in this sense it can have no
reality as true Templary, or as a military

and chivalric Order; yet as an appendage

o Freemasonry, it is,and must be respoct
from the principles advocated, and h&vmg
Her Majesty the Queen its patron, and
H. R. H. the Prince of Wales, the chiét
heuad.

1t has now became necessary, and md.ee&
this Grent Priory is bound distinctly to
doclare by resolution its independence,
owning allegiance to the Prince of ‘Wales,
a8 Sovereigh Grand Master, but the Peer
of all other governing Templar bodies,
asserting and claiming authority over the
whole Dominion of Osnada, and refuting
the pretensions of any foreign body to &s-
sumie superiority over it.

I think for the fature it would tend to
prevent much misunderstanding, and add
greatly to the prosperity and prestige of
Great Priory, if Preceptories instructed -
their delegntes carefully and distinctly as to
what measurea they wished brought for-
ward for legislation. AIl real or fancied
grievances could then be properly and care-
fully dealt with, instesd of complaints being
madp through the setular press, a practise
most unwise and unmasonio, pa.rtlculnﬂy
where there is a Masonic organ in Canada,
Taze CRAFTEMAY, open to refer to on all
legitimate questions,

Members of ouz Great Priory, or Templa
Parliament of the Dominion, can all origi-
nate, legislation on any subject when they -
feel disposed to do sp, and Grest. Priory, I
have no.doubt, will adopt any proper meas-
ure. that may be submitted to them.

In my position as Great Prior of CanadsT -
am the represeriative-and “alter ego” of the
Grand Master, Kable to be reraoved by him
at pleasure;dnd it is fntended that I shotld



